
 
 

THE HACKNEY CARRIAGE / PRIVATE HIRE KNOWLEDGE TEST 
 

The test is a multiple choice electronic test. The Hackney Carriage test comprises of 55 
questions and lasts for 50 minutes. The private hire test comprises of 40 questions and 
lasts for 35 minutes.   
 
The test is split into the following sections: 
 

1. Highway Code 
2. Road Signs 
3. Places of Interest 
4. Routes (Hackney Carriage ONLY) 
5. Licence Conditions and Law 
6. Numeracy 

 
Highway Code (10 questions) 
Questions will relate to such things speed limits, stopping distances, parking, pedestrian 
crossings, etc and are similar to questions asked on the DVLA theory test.  
Pass mark for HC: 10   Pass mark for PH: 9 
 
Road Signs (5 questions) 
This section will display road signs that you need to recognise the signs.  
Pass mark for HC: 5   Pass mark for PH: 5 
 
Places of Interest (10 questions) 
These include pubs, clubs, restaurants, schools, churches, public buildings, etc.  
Pass mark for HC: 9   Pass mark for PH: 7 
 
Routes (15 questions) – Hackney Carriage ONLY 
You will be expected to select the shortest route between two places in the district. It will be 
assumed that there are no road works, blockages or anything that would stop you going by 
the direct route. You should take note of roundabouts, no entry signs, one-way streets, etc. 
when giving your answer.  
Pass mark for HC: 13   Pass mark for PH: NOT TAKEN 
 
Conditions and Law (10 questions) 
Conditions relate to both hackney carriage and private hire vehicles and drivers. Please 
find enclosed a copy of our current conditions. Questions may also be asked about law 
relating to driving and also specifically to hackney carriage and private hire. 
Pass mark for HC: 10   Pass mark for PH: 10 
 
Numeracy (5 questions – pass mark 80%) 
Questions relate to the cost of fares and the change you must give the customer.  
Pass mark for HC: 4   Pass mark for PH: 4 
 
Please remember that your application fee only allows for four attempts of the 
knowledge test.  
If you are not successful on a particular test, you will only be expected to answer questions 
on the sections you have not previously passed.   

 



 
 
Example Questions: 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
  



 
 

 


