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Non Technical Summary 
 
Non Technical Summary 
 
Chapter 1 - Methodology 
 
Introduction to Sustainable Development 
 
Sustainable development is defined as ‘development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’ 
(World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987).  The UK Government has 
adopted 5 principles of for sustainable development they include; 
 

• Living within environmental limits, 
• Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society, 
• Achieving a sustainable economy, 
• Promoting good governance, 
• Using sound science. 

 
Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
The European Directive 2001/42/EC (EC, 2001) ensures that a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment of a wide range of plans and programmes shall be conducted.  The Essex  
County Council Urban Place Supplement therefore requires a Strategic Appraisal that 
incorporates the dual statutory requirement of both Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).   
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the following Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister (ODPM) guidance; 
 

• A ‘Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ 
(September, 2005). 

• ‘Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local 
Development Frameworks’ (November, 2005) 

 
(Throughout this report reference is made to the Office of the Deputy Prime, where 
publications were produced by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.  However we 
recognise that the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister is now known as the Department 
for Local Government and Communities). 
 
Methodology Adopted in the SEA 
 
The Scoping stage of the SEA/SA involves investigation into the relevant plans, 
programmes and environmental protection objectives. The Scoping Report also outlines 
the baseline information which provides the basis for predicting and monitoring 
environmental effects, aids in the interpretation of environmental problems and allows 
identification of possible mitigation measures. A list of Sustainability objectives is also 
outlined in the Scoping Report. 
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The Draft Urban Place Supplement SEA Scoping Report was consulted for a 5 week 
period.  The second part of the SEA approach involves the development and refinement 
of alternatives and assessing the effects of the plan.     
 
The third stage is the development of the Environmental Report.  The structure of the 
Environmental Report is very similar to the suggested structure outlined in ‘A Practical 
Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (September, 2005).   
 
Chapter 2 - Background 
 
The Draft Urban Place Supplement aims to set out the key elements of the planning 
framework for the area. The Urban Place Supplement outlines the following principle 
objectives; 
 
 
Reference Objective 

  
1 To offer guidance for the design and assessment of compact urban 

development in Essex 
 

2 To bring about a design process that is more collaborative and responds 
better to meeting local opportunities and needs.  
 

3 To deliver sustainable development 

4 To deliver consistently higher standards of environmentally and contextually 
sensitive design to higher density developments within Essex 
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Chapter 3 - SEA Objectives and Baseline and Context 
 
Review of the Plans and Programmes 
 
The relationship between various plans and programmes and sustainability objectives 
may influence the Draft Urban Place Supplement in various ways.  The relationships are 
analysed to; 
 

• Identify any external social, environmental or economic objectives that should 
be reflected in the SA process; 

• Identify external factors that may have influenced the preparation of the plan; 
and 

• Determine whether the policies in other plans and programmes might lead to 
cumulative effects when combined with policies in the Urban Place 
Supplement. 

 
 
 
 
 
Baseline Characteristics 
             
The SEA Directive requires an analysis of the ‘relevant aspects of the current state of 
the environment and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan’ 
(Annex 1b) and ‘the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly 
affected’ (Annex 1c). 
 
The baseline data for the SEA/SA of the Draft Urban Place Supplement includes existing 
environmental and sustainability information from a range of sources. 
 
SEA Objectives, Targets and Indicators 
 
Sustainability Objectives 
 
The utilisation of sustainability objectives is a recognised methodology for considering 
the environmental effects of a plan and programme and comparing the effects of the 
alternatives.  The sustainability objectives are utilised to show whether the objectives of 
the plan and programme are beneficial for the environment, to compare the 
environmental effects of the alternatives or to suggest improvements. 
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Chapter 4 - Urban Place Supplement Policy Appraisal 
 
Significant Social, Environmental and Economic Effects of the Preferred Policies 
 
The SEA Directive states that ‘where an Environmental Assessment is required under 
Article 3 (1), and Environmental Report shall be prepared in which the likely significant 
effects on the environment of implementing the plan and programme, and reasonable 
alternatives taking into account the objectives and the geographical scope of the plan or 
programme, are identified, described and evaluated’ (SEA Directive, Article 5).  This 
chapter seeks to outline a summary of the significant social, environmental and 
economic effects and the recommendations arising from the Appraising Plan Policy 
assessment for the Draft Urban Place Supplement. The summary reflects the SEA 
Directive Annex 1(f).  The table below highlights the outcome of the assessment. 
 
 
Objective Recommendation 
1) To conserve and enhance 

biodiversity and designated areas, 
integrating biodiversity and green 
space into new development 

APP2- It is recommended that Policy APP2 take into 
account the need for green space within the urban grain. 
 
APP7- It is recommended that the adoption of on street 
parking be accompanied with tree planting (where space 
permits). 
 
APP9- Promote the use of natural vegetation such as 
trees and bushes to screen communal waste storage 
facilities 

2) Ensure high design quality to 
create attractive living 
environments where people will 
choose to live. 

 

APP6- It is recommended that the design of communal 
space in high density housing developments is 
incorporated into the design solution at the outset of the 
proposal. 
 
APP11- 

(1)It is recommended that clearer links between APP7, 
stressing the preference of underground parking in 
residential developments, are demonstrated to 
enhance the delivery, clarity and understanding of 
APP11’s car –parking provisions which aim to reduce 
the number of car parking spaces provided to less 
than one in some developments. 

(2)Need to ensure that building materials utilised are 
durable and resist weathering, also indigenous and 
reflect indigenous materials. 

 
APP3- Within transport corridors it is recommended that 
additional factors are taken into consideration when 
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deciding upon the suitability of high density development, 
such as; 
 
* the availability of previously developed sites and empty 
or under-used buildings and their suitability for housing 
use, 
 
* the location and accessibility of potential development 
sites to jobs, shops and services by modes other than the 
car, and the potential for improving such accessibility, 
 
* the capacity of existing and potential infrastructure, 
including public transport, water and sewerage, other 
utilities and social infrastructure (such as schools and 
hospitals) to absorb further development and the cost of 
adding further infrastructure; 
 
* The ability to build communities to support new physical 
and social infrastructure and to provide sufficient demand 
to sustain appropriate local services and facilities, and 
 
* The physical and environmental constraints on 
development of land.   
 
 

3) Provide a decent home for 
everyone and affordable housing 
for all those on low incomes 

 

4) More sustainable development 
patterns through good access to 
public transport, mix of uses and 
greater intensity of development 
where possible 

 

5) More efficient use of the land 
should be promoted and priority 
should be given to previously 
developed land, underused land 
and vacant buildings 

APP7- It is recommended that this policy seeks to 
promote development on brownfield land to increase the 
efficient utilisation of the land (this is not explicite however 
it is recognised as an underlying principle of the 
document). 
 
APP11- It is recommended that this policy seeks to 
facilitate development on brownfield land. 

 
6) New development not to increase 

flooding or river pollution 
APP3- It is recommended that this policy seeks to outline 
appropriate design measures that may be adopted to 
mitigate against flooding. 
 
APP4- It is recommended that the UPS seeks to outline 
some possible flood mitigation measures that may be 
adopted, particularly for related to development within 
centre of built up areas which are more likely to be 
located within the floodplain.     
 
APP6- The policy should seek to encourage additional 
landscape features within the residential environment that 
will reduce the likely occurrence of flooding in residential 
environments. 

 12



 
APP7- It is recommended that this policy outlines the 
relevant flood mitigation measures deemed appropriate 
for car parking. 
 
APP11- Design criteria for development on the floodplain 
at high density would enhance the delivery of the UPS. 
 
APP12- It is recommended that new development should 
seek to take into consideration the suitability of the land 
for development with regards to flooding. 
 

7) New development to help to 
reduce water consumption per 
capita. 

 

APP3- Consideration should be given to how public 
spaces are to be maintained and to ensuring that water is 
used efficiently. 
 

 
8) Improve air quality. 
 

APP3- It is recommended that APP3 refers to the impact 
public spaces may have upon air quality within urban 
areas. This would seek to enhance the delivery of this 
policy. 
 
 

 
9) Promote more sustainable 

transport choices and reduce the 
need to travel by car.   

 

 
10) Design new development 

carefully with respect to the 
historic context. 

 

 
11) Increase the proportion of waste 

to be recycled and ensure the 
design and layout of new 
development supports 
sustainable waste management 

 

12) Promote the use of renewable 
energy. 

 

13) Minimise pollution and resource 
consumption. 

 

 

 
 
Chapter 5  - UPS Issues and Alternative 
 
The SEA Directive states that ‘where an Environmental Assessment is required under 
Article 3 (1), and Environmental Report shall be prepared in which the likely significant 
effects on the environment of implementing the plan and programme, and reasonable 
alternatives taking into account the objectives and the geographical scope of the plan or 
programme, are identified, described and evaluated’ (SEA Directive, Article 5).  This 
chapter outlines the appraisal of the alternatives within the Urban Place Supplement.     
 
Chapter 6 - Monitoring Implementation of the UPS 
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The SEA Directive states that “Member States shall monitor the significant 
environmental effects of the implementation of plans and programmes in order, inter alia, 
to identify at an early stage unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake 
appropriate remedial action” (Article.10.1).  Furthermore the Environmental Report shall 
include “a description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring” (Annex 1 (i)).  
This Chapter aims to outline the monitoring framework for the Draft Urban Place 
Supplement. 
 
The monitoring of the Urban Place Supplement “allows the actual significant 
environmental effects of implementing the plan or programme to be tested against those 
predicted” (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005, 39).  The monitoring of the Urban 
Place Supplement will aid in the identification of any problems that may arise during the 
Urban Place Supplement implementation.   
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Chapter 1 
 
1. Methodology  
 
1.1 Introduction to Sustainable Development  
 

The widely utilised international definition for sustainable development is 
“development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (World Commission on 
Environment and Development, 1987).  In 1992 at the Rio Summit Government’s 
worldwide committed themselves to the delivery of sustainable development.  
Following this convention the UK Government formulated the first national 
Sustainable Development Framework in 1999.  In the UK Sustainable 
Development Framework (1999) the UK Government clearly outlined the 
meaning of Sustainable Development placing greater emphasis on attaining a 
better quality of life for everyone now and for the future.  The UK Government 
updated the Sustainable Development Strategy in 2005, and adopted 5 principles 
for sustainable development they include; 

 
* Living within environmental limits, 
* Ensuring a strong, healthy and Just Society, 
* Achieving a sustainable economy, 
* Promoting good governance, 
* Using sound science. 

 
An important component of sustainable development is weighing up the 
environmental, social and economic factors, and this is fundamental to 
Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment.   

 
1.2 Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 

The European Directive 2001/42/EC (EC, 2001) ensures that a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment of a wide range of plans and programmes shall be 
conducted.  The Draft Urban Place Supplement therefore requires a Strategic 
Appraisal that incorporates the dual statutory requirement of both Sustainability 
Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  The purpose of 
SEA/SA is to promote environmental protection and contribute to the integration 
of environmental, social and economic considerations into the preparation and 
adoption of plans, with a view to promote sustainable development. 
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the following Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) guidance: 

 
• ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ 

(September 2005)  
• ‘Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local 

Development Frameworks’ (November 2005) 
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The requirement for SEA/SA emanates from a high level of international and 
national commitment to sustainable development and this has been incorporated 
into EC Directives, laws, guidance, advice and policy. 
 
The purpose of this sustainability appraisal is to promote sustainable 
development through better integration of sustainability considerations into the 
adoption of the Draft Urban Place Supplement.  
 
The requirements to undertake a SA and SEA are distinct. The principle 
difference between SEA and SA is that SEA is baseline led, focusing primarily on 
environmental effects, whereas SA is objectives led.  The SEA directive defines 
the environment in a broad context and includes: 
 

• Biodiversity 
• Population 
• Human Health 
• Fauna 
• Flora 
• Soil 
• Water 
• Air 
• Climatic factors 
• Material Assets 
• Cultural Heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage 
• Landscape 

 
SA goes further by examining all the sustainability-related effects of plans, 
whether they are social environmental or economic. 
 
Despite these differences it is possible to meet both requirements through a 
single appraisal process.  In order to minimise duplication and time, ECC has 
applied this approach.  Throughout the remainder of this document where 
reference is made to sustainability appraisal (SA) it should be taken to include 
the requirements of the SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) as incorporated into English 
Law by virtue of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programme 
Regulations (2004). 
 
This report and SA process has been led by Essex County Council’s 
environmental assessment team. Diverse expertise has been drawn upon across 
the County Council’s service areas and appropriate partnership forums.  This 
arrangement conforms to guidance recommendations in respect of a need for 
taking a balanced view; a good understanding of the local circumstances; 
understanding the issues, and drawing on good practice elsewhere to evaluate 
the full range of sustainability issues. 

 
1.3 Scope of the Report 
 

The final Environment Report comprises of; 
 

 Non-Technical Summary; 
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 An outline of the methodology adopted; 
 Background setting out the purpose of the SEA and the objectives of the 

Draft Urban Place Supplement; 
 SEA objectives and the sustainability issues throughout Draft Urban 

Place Supplement and the key issues that need to be addressed; 
 Urban Place Supplement options considered and environmental effects of 

the alternatives outlined; 
 An assessment of the contribution of the plan policies to social, economic 

and environmental objectives within the district; 
 An outline of the proposed mitigation measures, for those where these 

impacts are negative. 
 

1.4 Methodology Adopted in the SEA 
 

The approach adopted in this Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Draft Urban Place Supplement is based 
on the process outlined in the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister Guidance – A 
Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (September 2005).  
The methodology adopted seeks to meet the requirements of both SA and SEA 
for the environmental assessment of plans. 

 
The SA Framework is based on the initial criteria and proposed approaches set 
out in the scoping report produced in November 2005.  The aim of the scoping 
report is to ensure a focused yet comprehensive SA, addressing all relevant 
issues, objectives and allow input from consultation bodies at an early stage of 
the process.   

 
The scoping stage of the SEA/SA involves investigation into the relevant plans, 
programmes and environmental protection objectives.  The scoping report also 
sets out the baseline information which provides the basis for predicting and 
monitoring environmental effects, aids in the interpretation of environmental 
problems and allows identification of possible methods for mitigation.  A range of 
information aids in the identification of potential environmental problems 
including, earlier issues identified in other plans and programmes, baseline 
information, tensions between current and future baseline information and 
consultation with the consultation bodies.  The scoping report also contains a list 
of SEA objectives.  SEA objectives are not a specific requirement of the Directive 
but they are recognised as a method for considering the environmental effects of 
a plan and comparing the effects of alternatives.   
 
“The Directive creates the following requirements for consultation; 

 
 Authorities which, because of their environmental responsibilities, are 

likely to be concerned by the effects of implementing the plan or 
programme, must be consulted on the scope and level of detail of the 
information to be included in the Environmental Report. These authorities 
are designated in the SEA Regulations as the Consultation Bodies. 

 The public and the Consultation Bodies must be consulted on the draft 
plan or programme and the Environmental Report, and must be given an 
early effective opportunity within appropriate time frames to express their 
opinions” (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005, 16). 
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The Draft Urban Place Supplement Sea Scoping Report was consulted  for a 5 
week  period, whereby the statutory Consultation Bodies and other relevant 
persons were consulted.  The statutory Consultation Bodies include; 
 

 Countryside Agency, 
 English Heritage, 
 English Nature, 
 And the Environment Agency. 

 
The second part of the SEA approach involves the development and refinement 
of alternatives and assessing the effects of the plan.  The objectives of the plan 
are therefore tested against the SEA objectives identified at the scoping stage.   
 
The third stage of the process is the development of the Environmental Report.  
The SEA Directive states that “the environmental report shall include information 
that may reasonably be required taking into account current knowledge and 
methods of assessment, the contents and level of detail in the plan or 
programme, (and) its stage in the decision-making process” (Article 5.2). The 
structure for the Environmental Report is very similar to the suggested structure 
outlined in ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Directive’ (September, 2005).   
 
This report will be subject to consultation with the Draft Urban Place Supplement.  
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Chapter 2 
 
2.  Background 
 
2.1 Purpose of this Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental 
 Assessment  
 

This Environment Report has been devised to meet European Directive 
2001/42/EC which requires a formal strategic assessment of certain plans and 
programmes which are likely to have a significant effect on the environment.  The 
Directive has been incorporated into English Law by virtue of the Environment 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004).  In accordance with 
the provisions set out in the SEA Directive and the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act (2004), a SA/SEA of the Draft Urban Place Supplement must be 
undertaken and consulted on prior to the adoption. 
 
This Environment Report outlines the appraisal methodology, sustainability 
objectives, review of plans and programmes, baseline information used in the 
appraisal process, and the assessment of the Draft Urban Place Supplement. 

 
2.2 Draft Urban Place Supplement and the Objectives  
 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) introduced alterations to the 
planning system; the fundamental aim of these changes was to promote a 
proactive and positive approach to managing development. The Local 
Development Framework forms a fundamental element in the new planning 
system. 
 
Local Development Frameworks will be comprised of Local Development 
Documents, which include Development Plan Documents, that are part of the 
statutory development plan and Supplementary Planning Documents which 
expand on policies set out in a development plan document or provide additional 
detail.   
 
The Draft Urban Place Supplement aims to set out the key elements of the 
planning framework for the area within a Supplementary Planning Document. It 
outlines the spatial vision and strategic objectives for the area; a spatial strategy; 
core policies; and a monitoring and implementation framework.  
 
The first section of the Urban Place Supplement seeks to provide a brief 
overview of the planning system.  The portrait of the Essex is the next section 
ultimately this section aims to provide a general summary of the community.  The 
information utilised to provide a summary includes population, environmental, 
economic and social issues.   
 
The Urban Place Supplement also lists the relevant plans and programmes at 
the local, county, regional and national level and how these are relevant to the 
strategic vision for Essex.  The options for the Urban Place Supplement are also 
highlighted, these options relate to jobs, land allocated for employment use, 
housing, town and village development, affordable housing and transportation.  
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Finally the document outlines a series of core policies which have been derived 
from the existing Local Plan. 
 
The Urban Place Supplement clearly outlines the 19 principle objectives are 
demonstrated in table 1. 

 
Table 1 –  Urban Place Supplement Objectives  
 
Reference Objective 

  
1 To conserve and enhance the biodiversity and to conserve designated 

areas 
2 Integrate green space in new developments to provide for biodiversity 

within the built up area 
3 Provide a decent home for everyone and affordable housing for all those 

on low incomes. 
4 Deliver most additional housing at higher densities in urban areas with 

preference to sustainable locations 
5 Ensure high design quality to create attractive living environments where 

people will chose to live 
6 More sustainable development patterns through good access to public 

transport, mix of uses and greater intensity of development where 
possible. 

7 In locating new development priority should be given to previously 
developed land, underused land and vacant buildings 

8 More efficient use of land by reviewing planning policy and standards 
 

9 New development not to increase flooding or river pollution 
 

10 New development to help to reduce water consumption per capita 
 

11 Improve air quality 
 

12 Promote more sustainable transport choices   
 

13 Reduce the need to travel by private transport.   
 

14 Use heritage as driver for regeneration by integrating old buildings in the 
living and working community 

15 Design new development carefully with respect to the historic context   
 

16 Increase the proportion of waste to be recycled 
 

17 Increase the efficiency of waste management facilities 
 

18 Promote the use of renewable energy 
 

19 Minimise pollution and resource consumption 
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An important part of the assessment involves the testing of the Urban Place 
Supplement Objectives against the sustainability objectives. 
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Chapter 3 
 
3.  SEA Objectives and Baseline and Context 
 
 
3.1 Review of the Plans and Programmes 
 

The relationship between various plans and programmes and sustainability 
objectives may influence the Draft Urban Place Supplement in various ways.  
The relationships are analysed to; 
 

• identify any external social, environmental or economic objectives 
that should be reflected in the SA process; 

• identify external factors that may have influenced the preparation 
of the plan; and 

• Determine whether the policies in other plans and programmes 
might lead to cumulative effects when combined with policies in 
the Urban Place Supplement. 

 
Engaging in this process enables Draft Urban Place Supplement to take 
advantage of any potential synergies and to attend to any inconsistencies and 
constraints. The plans and programmes that need to be considered include those 
at an international, national, regional and local scale. 

 
The preparatory work for the Draft Urban Place Supplement has considered a 
number of planning policies and guidance documents, however to meet the SA’s 
requirements a broader range were considered, in particular those outlining 
issues of environmental protection and sustainability objectives.  Table 2 shows a 
summary list of plans and programmes that were reviewed as part of the SA.  
Appendix 1 contains the outcome of the review. 

 
 
Table 2 – Plans and Programmes Considered as part of the Review 
 
International 
European and International Sustainability Development Strategy 
 

European Spatial Development Perspective (May, 1999) 
 
European Community Biodiversity Strategy 
 
Environment 2010:  Our Future, Our Choice 
 
National 
 
Planning Policy Statement 1; Creating Sustainable Communities 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 3; Housing (2000) 
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Planning Policy Statement 6; Planning for Town Centres 
 
Planning Policy Statement 7; Sustainable Development in Rural Areas 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 9: Nature Conservation (1994) 
 
Planning Policy Statement 10; Planning for Sustainable Waste Management 
 
Planning Policy Guidance 13; Transport (1994) 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 15; Planning and Historic Environment (1994) 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16; Archaeology and Planning (1990) 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 17; Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation 
(1991) 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 20; Coastal Planning (1992) 
 
Planning Policy Statement 22; Renewable Energy 
 
Planning Policy Statement 23; Planning and Pollution Control 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 24; Planning and Noise (1994) 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 25; Development and Flood Risk (2001) 
 
Towards an Urban Renaissance (1999) 
 
By Design Urban design in the planning system: towards a better practice (2000) 
 
Urban Design Compendium (2000) 
 
Regional  
 
Regional Planning Guidance 9; Regional Guidance for the South East (1994) 
 
Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the East of England Plan (RSS14) (December, 2004) 
 
Sustainable Futures; the Integrated Regional Strategy for the East of England (February, 
2005) 
 
Sustainable Communities; Building for the Future  
 
Regional Economic Strategy for the East of England (2005) 
 
County 
 
Essex and Southend-on-Sea Replacement Structure Plan (Adopted April, 2001) 
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Essex County Council Minerals Local Plan (1996) 
 
Essex and Southend-on-Sea Waste Local Plan (2001) 
 
Local  
 
Adopted Basildon District Local Plan 1991-2001 (March 1998) 
 
Adopted Braintree District Local Plan (July 2005) 
 
Adopted Castle Point District Local Plan (November 1998) 
 
Adopted Chelmsford Borough Council Local Plan (November 1997) 
 
Draft Chelmsford Town Centre Area action Plan (November 2005) 
 
Adopted Review Colchester Borough Council Local Plan (March, 2004) 
 
Colchester 2020 A Vision for Our Future – Colchester’s Community Strategy (December, 
2003) 
  
Adopted Epping Forest District Local Plan (January 1998) 
 
Adopted Review Harlow Borough Council Local Plan (January 2004) 
 
Adopted Maldon District Local Plan (May 2005) 
 
Adopted Rochford District Local Plan (May 2004) 
 
Adopted Review Tendring District Local Plan (April 2004) 
 
Adopted Uttlesford District Local Plan (January 2005) 
 
Adopted Southend-on-Sea Local Plan (March 1994) 
 
Adopted Thurrock Local Plan (April 1994) 
 
 

The plans and programmes reviewed provided the following: 
 

 A basis for establishing sustainability objectives as part of the 
SA process. 

 An influence over the Urban Place Supplement preparation 
and a higher level policy context. 

 A basis for identifying potential cumulative effects of the Draft 
Urban Place Supplement. 

 
4. Baseline Characteristics 
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The SEA Directive requires an analysis of the “relevant aspects of the current 
state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof without implementation 
of the plan” (Annex 1b) and “the environmental characteristics of areas likely to 
be significantly affected” (Annex 1c).  The baseline information will form the basis 
for predicting and monitoring the effects of the adoption of the Draft Urban Place 
Supplement Furthermore the baseline data allows sustainability problems to be 
identified and aids the formulation of appropriate mitigation measures and/or 
proposals for suitable alternatives.   
 
The baseline data for the SA/SEA of the Draft Urban Place Supplement includes 
existing environmental and sustainability information from a range of sources, 
including national Government, agency websites, the 2001 Census and Essex 
County Council.  The information the baseline data aimed to highlight is outlined 
below; 
 

• the latest data for Essex County Council, 
• comparators: national, regional, sub-regional, and local level data 

against which the status of the Essex County Council may be 
evaluated; 

• identified targets; 
• established trends; and 
• environmental or sustainability problems. 

 
Table 3 outlines the comprehensive list of the baseline data sources for both the 
quantitative and the qualitative information. 
 
The baseline data topics and whether they are of economic, social or 
environmental significance are outlined in table 3. 

 
Table 3 – Illustrating the Baseline Topics and whether they are of Economic, 
Environmental and Social Significance   
 

Theme 
 

 
Topic 

Social Economic 
 

Environmental  

Population 
 

   

Deprivation 
 

   

Crime 
 

   

Material Assets and Cultural 
Heritage 
 

   

Landscape Designations 
 

   

Biodiversity – Flora and Fauna 
 

   

Land Utilisation    
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Water 
 

   

Flood Risk 
 

   

Air Quality 
 

   

Waste and recycling 
 

   

Renewable Energy 
 

   

 
5.  Key Trends and Predicting Future Baseline 
 
5.1  The following section describes fundamental social, economic and environmental 
 elements of the Essex baseline context.  

 
Location 

5.2 Essex is located to north east of London and has boundaries with the counties of 
Suffolk, Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire and the London Boroughs of Enfield, 
Waltham Forest, Redbridge and Havering. The Thames estuary, shared with the 
County of Kent, is on the county’s southern boundary. Essex is one the six 
counties which comprise the East of England Region. Map 1 illustrates the 
location of Essex and the geographical extent of the county.  

 
Map 1 Location 

 
 

 Source: Innovation East 
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5.3 Thurrock and Southend-on-Sea, now unitary authorities were parts of the former 
County of Essex and, where indicated, have been included in the following 
sections. Within the present administrative county there are twelve District 
Council authorities as shown on Map 2.   
 
Map 2 District and Unitary Authorities 

    Source: Basildon District Council 
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Population 
 
5.4 The total resident population for the County of Essex (including Southend and 

Thurrock) in 2001 was 1,614,400 persons, with 48.7% of the population male and 
51.3% female.  The sex composition of the County resembles that of the East of 
England, because in 2001 49.0% of the population of East of England were male, 
and 51.0% were female (2001 Census).   

 
5.5 In analysing the social, economic and environmental characteristics of the 

County of Essex it is important to be aware of the projected population change 
anticipated for the district.  Graph 1 illustrates projected population change for 
the County until 2021.   

 
 
Graph 1 

Graph Illustrating the Total Population and Projected Population for Essex County in 
2001, 2006, 2011, 2016 and 2021
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Source; Total Regional Planning Guidance 14 Submission, 29th March 2005 (Note the population 

rojection assumes dwelling provision will be implemented at the annual average rate of provision 
et out in policy H2 of the Regional Spatial Strategy 14.) 

5.6 Graph 1 demonstrates that the population within the County of Essex in 2001 
was 1,614,400 persons and is anticipated to increase by 2021 to 1,729,400 
persons.  The total population increase for Essex from 2001-2021 is 6.6%. 

 
5.7 Graph 2 illustrates the sex composition of the projected population change 

throughout the County of Essex.  It demonstrates that the sex composition of the 
Essex population will experience limited alteration from 2001-2021. 

 
 
 
 

p
s
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Graph 2 

Graph Illustrating the 2001 and Projected Percentage Sex Composition of the
 Essex County Population  
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5.8 

 how the population’s age structure is predicted to change by 
2021. In comparing 2001 figures with those of 2021, it becomes evident that the 

aged 55 years  
predicted to decrease in the same period. The required household size in 2021 is 

 age 
structure therefore both contribute to an increase in the total number of 
households.    

Graph 3 Graph illustrating the Total Percentage Population in Each Age Cohort Throughout the 
East of England and the County of Essex in 2001 

; Total Regional Planning Guidance 14 Submission, 29th March 2005 (Note the population 
n assumes dwelling provision will be implemented at the annual average rate of provision 

n policy H2 of the Regional Spatial Strategy 14.) 

tructure 

Graph 3 shows the age structure of the population in Essex County in 2001. 
Graph 4 shows

County’s population will experience an increase in the proportion of persons 
 or more by 2021. The proportion of children of 15 years or less is

anticipated to be smaller. There will be fewer families with dependent children, 
but one or two person households are likely to increase. The combination of total 
population growth as shown in Graph 1 and the predicted change in
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Graph 4 

Graph Illustrating the Total Percentage Population in Each Age Cohort Throughout 
the East of England and the County of Essex in 2021
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5  

aims to ensure that provision for new dwellings in Essex will occur in more 
sustainable development pattern to pulation growth with wider policy 

ctio t and natural resources. 
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r to meet demand for housin  Draft East of England P  out 
l targets of dwellings to be p d up to 2021. The table below shows the 

th March 2005 (Note the population 
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.9 The increase in numbers of households will affect housing demand. The UPS
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annual amount of dwelling provisio e made with Essex Cou
he table shows that Chelmsford, Colchester and Thu the 

tricts where the largest amounts of new dwellings are to be built.  

 UPS follows this approach by promoting development in o o existing 
tres which are serviced by a ange of facilities and well connected to 
lic transport in order to provide future development in a more sustainable 
 

tribution of dwelling provision 2001-2021 within nd its 

 
Annual Average Total 

n to b nty and its 
districts. T

ree dis
rrock are 

th
 
5.11 The

cen
r close t
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Table 4 Dis  Essex a
Districts 

 
Essex County 6,170 123,400 
Basildon 535 10,700 
Braintree 385 0 7,70
Brentwood 145 2,900 
Castle 200 4,000  Point 
Chelmsford 700 14,000 
Colchester 855 17,100 
Epping Forest 550 11,000 
Harlow 400 8,000 
Maldon 120 2,400 
Rochford 230 4,600 
Tendring 425 8,500 
Uttlesford 400 8,000 
Southend-on-Sea UA 300 6,000 
Thurrock UA 18,500 925 
Source; Draft East of England Regional Assembly 

nsity 

 5 shows the number of perso er hectare and the average household 

e County of Essex and within England and Wales in 200

le 5 
le Illustrating the Population ity within the County of Essex, East 
ngland and England and Wa  2001  

                                          Density 
Number of people Per 

 
Average Household Size 

 
Population De
 
5.13 Table ns p

size  
ithin thW 1.  

 
Tab
Tab Dens
of E les in

 
Table 5                           
 

Hectare
England and Wales 3.4 2.36 
East f England 2.8 2.37 o
Essex County 3.8 2.38 
Basildon 15.1 2.38 
Braintree 2.2 2.41 
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Brentwood 4.5 2.35 
Castle 19.2 2.44  Point 
Chelmsford 4.6 2.4 
Colchester 4.7 2.37 
Epping Forest 3.6 2.37 
Harlow 25.8 2.36 
Maldon 1.7 2.44 
Rochford 4.6 2.44 
Tendring 4.1 2.21 
Uttlesford 1.1 2.46 
Southend-on-Sea UA 38.4 2.22 
Thurrock UA 8.8 2.44 

 S tics, 2001 

5.14 
.7% more persons per hectare and slightly higher than England and 

Wales (12%).   Table 5 also outlines the average household size and indicates 
at in 01 the County of Essex was comparable to that of the East of England 

5.14a  The Government’s PPG3 ‘Housing’ emphasises the need for higher densities 
emes.  As well as making more efficient use of 
ected that such higher density developments will 

 
 

ouse

utlines the percentage household composition for persons within 
England and Wales, the East of England Region and the County of Essex in 

 

ource; O ice for National Statisff
 
 

The County of Essex is more densely populated than the East of England region 
with 35

th 20
and England and Wales. 

 

and better design in housing sch
land efficient use of land it is exp
be well located in relation to transport nodes and will be on ‘Brownfield’ land as 
far as possible.  In furtherance of the Government’s urban renaissance 
programme, PPG3 stresses the importance of the need for a new approach to 
design in the creation of attractive environments with a wide variety of housing 
types, including affordable housing, within easy access of jobs and facilities. 
 

hold Composition  H
  

5.17 Graph 5 o

2001 
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Graph 5  

Graph illustrating the Household Composition for Persons within England and  Wales, 
the East of England and the County of Essex 
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Graph 5 shows that Essex displays a very similar trend in household composition 
to the regional and national figures.  The greatest proportion of households in the 
County is married persons with 39.53% of persons, while one person households 
within the County account for 28.7% of the population.  It is important that when 
deciding upon the type of dwelling to construct the household composition 
displayed in the County is taken into account to ensure that housing needs are 

dequately catered for.     a

ng Types 

raph 6 illustrates the percentage of household dwelling type within England and 
Wales, the East of England Region and the County of Essex.   
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5.20 Graph 6 demonstrates that the County of Essex has a similar percentage of 

households inhabiting a semi detached dwelling house (31.6% of the 
households) as compared with the regional and national averages.  However the 
County of Essex has a greater proportion of detached dwellings than the national 

onette 

nat .8%. The County has 22.5% of households in terraced 
al 

type opulation 
profile and household composition.  The current overall composition of dwelling 
types would suggest that development in the County has historically taken place 
at a lower density than the national average.  

 in which flatted 

 
eprivation  

 
n 2004 (IMD 2004) is a measure of multiple 

d.  

 

  
.22 sures that comprise the large area level (i.e. those available 

for district and unitary council level areas). The large area measures include four 
ll areas: 

ll deprivation measure, dampens the impact of areas 
with extreme scores; 

 Extent Score - proport ople living in seriously deprived small areas. 
entration S - repr the s rivation in 

rage  wors th

average and a correspondingly lower percentage of terraced and flats/mais
dwellings. Within Essex, 28.1% of households inhabit a detached dwelling while 

ionally the figure is 22
houses/bungalows and 16.7% in flats/maisonettes.  The corresponding nation
figures are 26% and 19.2%. It is important that when deciding on the dwelling 

 to be constructed within the County, account is taken of the p

 
Predicted smaller household sizes might lead to a situation
accommodation will make up a larger proportion of the dwelling stock in the 
future. The UPS sets out requirements to ensure that greater density 
development is built at a high quality and in appropriate locations. In this way, the 
UPS ensures that the need for housing is accommodated in more sustainable 
ways. 

 

D

5.21 The Index of Multiple Deprivatio
deprivation at the small area level which are recognisable and may be measure
The deprivation is therefore measured in terms of the domain.  The IMD 2004 
comprises of seven domains.  These are: 

o Income deprivation;  
o Employment deprivation;  
o Health deprivation & disability;  
o Education, skills and training deprivation;  
o Barriers to housing and services;  
o Crime; and the  
o Living environment deprivation.  

There are also 6 mea5

that are formulated from the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) for sma
 

 Average Score – overall deprivation measure, retains range of scores; 
 Average Rank - overa

ion of pe
core  Local Conc

‘
esents everity of dep

 10%hotspots’ (ave IMD rank of t-off areas wi  of people) 
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4 The Extent Score shows that 5% of Essex residents live in seriously deprived 
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on t  of 1

Comp
.27 Essex’s regional neighbours, Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire 
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Table 6  
most d

Average 

 County and oth pper-tier a rities 
 

.23 Compared o other upper tie English authoriti ssex County fal
 the 20% lea prived in terms of overall deprivation.  The County ranks 

1st out of 149 au orities on both ge Score an rage Rank. 
 
5.2

ighbourhoods.  
his score (118

sex falls into th
49).   

east deprived 2 f upper-tier aut

 

arison with neighbours 
5

have slightly lower levels of overall deprivation.  Norfolk and Suffolk have higher
levels of overall deprivation.  The region’s unitary authorities all experience 
higher levels of deprivation than Essex.  Peterborough is the most deprived 
upper-tier area in the region, within the 40-50% most deprived nationally (ra
64 on Average S

 
5.28 Kent is just inside the least deprived 30% of authorities, ranking 106 on Av

Score compared with Essex’s 121. Thames gateway Authorities such as 
Thurrock is ranked 122 and Southend-on-sea 114. Deprivation in these un
authorities and the South Essex Thames Gateway area is generally higher than 
the Essex average. 

Essex districts and other lower-tier authorities 
: Essex districts rankings on ID2004 measures (national rank out of 354, 1 being the
eprived and 354 the least)  

Rank 
Essex Average Score Rank Extent 

Local 
Concentration 

1 6 Tendring 111 Tendring 103 Tendring 98 Basildon 10
2 Harlow 101 Tendring 127 Basildon 116 
3 Basildon 142 Harlow 180 Colchester 189 
4 chester 221 Colchester 193 Harlow 207 
5  Forest 243 
6 aintree 247 

 Castle Point 258 

Rochford 316 Rochford 319 Brentwood 295 Maldon 301 

12 

Harlow 120 
Basildon 132 

Colchester 217 Col
Epping Forest 234 Braintree 228 Braintree 263 Epping

BrBraintree 237 Epping Forest 232 Epping Forest 246
Castle Point 245 Castle Point 243 Castle Point 2737

8 Maldon 280 Maldon 280 Rochford 271 Chelmsford 286 
9 Brentwood 312 Brentwood 312 Maldon 298 Rochford 299 

0 1
11 Chelmsford 320 Chelmsford 321 Chelmsford 274 Brentwood 307 

Uttlesford 341 Uttlesford 342 Uttlesford 298 Uttlesford 352 
 
5.29 Tendring, Harlow and Basildon are the most deprived districts in Essex in terms 

of average deprivation across the whole district, which is measured by Average 
Score and Average Rank.   
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.30 On the Average Score measure, Tendring is most deprived, falling j5 ust into the 

asildon 

 
5.31 

, 

eprivation in small parts of 

 
.32  margin, among 

 

 
5.33 

 
5.34 

 
5.35.1  highest in Tendring, among the 30% most 

deprived authorities nationally.  It is followed by Basildon and Colchester.  Harlow 
is next but scores relatively low, suggesting deprivation there is fairly dispersed. 

Barriers to Housing and Services Score 

.65 The Barriers to Housing and Services Score (henceforth Barriers Score) 
represents barriers to housing and key local services both in terms of geographic 
distance and wider issues.  Of all the domains, it is probably of most interest in 
the Essex context.  It is the domain in which the highest proportions of our small 
areas, 21%, are seriously deprived and one of very few national measures 
related to accessibility.  It is also the most controversial of the domains – it is 
quite differently distributed to the others and its use in the IMD has been the 
subject of strong opposition from urban authorities. 

lit into two sub-domains, one for geographic barriers and 
g.  It is helpful to consider these separately 

as they are distributed quite differently and quality may vary.   
 

29% most deprived areas nationally.  It is followed by Harlow (34%) and B
(37%).  On the Average Rank measure, Tendring is most deprived, within the 
most deprived 28% of authorities nationally, followed by Harlow (29%) and 
Basildon (40%). 

In terms of overall deprivation across districts there is a considerable gap 
between the worst three areas and the next group (Colchester, Epping Forest
Braintree, Castle Point), which are in the range of 61-69% most deprived 
nationally.  This does not mean there is not serious d
these areas however – indeed this is picked up by other measures for Colchester 
in particular.   

Uttlesford is the least deprived district overall by a considerable5
the 4% least deprived districts nationally.  Chelmsford, Rochford and Brentwood
score fairly low in terms of overall deprivation, in the 88-91% most deprived 
range. 

The Extent Score shows the proportion of people living in seriously deprived 
small areas.  These scores for Essex districts are: 
• Basildon 18% 
• Tendring 14% 
• Harlow 5% 
• Colchester 4% 
• Braintree, Castle Point, Epping Forest, Rochford – all 1% 
• Brentwood, Chelmsford, Maldon, Uttlesford – all 0% 

On this measure Basildon falls within the 29% most deprived authorities 
nationally.  

The Local Concentration Score is

 
5

 
5.66 The Barriers Score is sp

the other for wider barriers to housin
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5.67 The sub-domain of Geographic Barriers combines four indicators that measure 
the distance by road between residents of each small area and their nearest GP, 
supermarket, post office and (for children only) primary school.  As the map at 
figure 7 shows, nationally serious deprivation in terms of geographic barriers to 
services is found across most rural areas of the county.   

 
5.68 The sub-domain of Wider Barriers represents difficulty in accessing suitable 

housing due to wider issues.  This measure is new for 2004.  Its three indicators 
represent household overcrowding, homelessness applications and difficulty of 
accessing owner-occupation (based on comparing incomes to house prices), all 
of which contribute equally to the overall score.  Figure 8 illustrates the measure, 
showing that across Essex there is serious deprivation across almost all of 
Harlow, Colchester town centre and various parts of Tendring, however as the 
indicators are not presented separately it is hard to tell which are causing this.   

5.69 The Barriers Score combines both of these sub-domains, creating the pattern 
seen in figure 9, where rural areas have serious deprivation as well as certain 
parts of Harlow and Colchester. 

Map 3 
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Map 4 
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Map 5 

Living

 sub-domains: the ‘indoors’ living 
environment (which measures the quality of housing  which contains measures of 
social and private housing in poor condition, and houses without central heating) 
and the ‘outdoors’ living environment which contains measures related to air 
quality and road traffic accidents. 

.71 On the basis of the overall Living Environment Domain, the current Essex County 
is not seriously deprived.  Figure 10 illustrates that less than 1% of the county’s 
863 small areas are classified within the worst 20% nationally.  These small 
areas affected are in Tendring (5), Colchester (2) and Brentwood (1). 

.72 At the more specific sub-domains, the ‘Outdoors Sub-Domain’ shows more small 
areas falling within the 20% most deprived areas.   These are predominantly on the 

n fringe of the County in Epping Forest, and in Castle Point District.  

 Environment 
5.70 The Living Environment Domain focuses on deprivation related to characteristics 

of the living environment.  It comprises two

 
5

 
5

Londo
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Map 6 

Map 7 
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Health 

 
5.79 The 2001 census invited collected information regarding the respondents’ 

general state of health. Graph 8 below illustrates the health of persons within 
England and Wales, the East of England region and the borough of  

 
5.80.1 Graph 7 illustrating the Health of persons within England and Wales, the East of 

England Region, Essex County in 2001    
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Graph 
 

7 

Graph Illustrating the Health of Persons Within 
Essex C

England and Wales, the East of England Region and 
ounty in 2001
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5.81 r long 

 percentage of 
persons that have a limiting long term illness the proportion of the population that 

proportion (7.6%) al level (9.2%). The 
proportion of persons classified as ‘providing unpaid care’ within Essex is similar 

 
 

; National statistics Online, 2004 

Graph 7 demonstrates that within Essex 16.4% of people have a limiting o
term, illness, this level of persons is marginally higher than the regional 
proportion of 16.2% and the national level (18.2%). Similarly to the

are generally not in good health within the county (7.6%) is similar to the regional 
but differs more greatly from the nation

to the regional and national proportions. 

cu he region of Essex are set out in 5.82 The health services
table 7. 

rrently available within t

 
Table 7 
Health Service/Provision 
 

Number  

Doctor Surgeries 
 

344 

Clinics 
 

144 

Dentists 
 

246 

Opticians 160 
 
Pharmacies  
 

284 

Hospitals 
 

43 

Source; National Health Service, Online 
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Crime 

 
5.83 The crime deprivation domain is less t  the average England and Wales’s 

re, to analyse this further more information has been collated regarding actual 
e statistics. Table 8 illustrates the total number of offences per 1000 persons 

land and Wales, the East of 
n and Essex County. 

 

han
sco
crim
of the population from 2003-2004, within the Eng
England regio

 
Table 8 

Total Offences per 1000 Population  
 

Authority 
 

 
Apr- Jun 
2003 

 
Jul- Sep 

 
Oct- Dec 2003 

 
Jan- Mar 

2003 2004 
 

 
England and Wales 
 

 
29.0 

 
28.3 

 
27.6 

 
27.8 

 
East of

 
23.7 
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23.4  England 
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Graph 8 Crimin
 Unitary 
 

al es com d per of the pulation for Local Authorities, 
Authorities; Essex County and the English average for 2004/05 
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Robbery Offences
Burglary Dw ellings Offences
Theft of a Motor vehicle offences
Theft from a motor v

B
as
ild
on

                    Uni tar y

ehicle offence

 
 
5.85.2 Graph 8 indica  that Essex has a higher incidence of sexual offences (1 per 

00 of the population) in comparison to the English average. Essex has a lower 
ence of robbery offences, burglary dwelling offences, theft of motor vehicle 

nces, and theft from a motor vehicle offence in comparison to the English 
rage.  

ssets and ultural Heritage 

m a central part of Essex’s cultural heritage 
l, cultural and recreational resources. The 

e 

 
5.88 5 

d PPG 16 “Archaeology and 
Planning”. A range of historical features enjoy statutory protection. They include 
historic landscapes, townscapes and parks as well as individual buildings. 
Statutory protection of archaeological sites is set out in the Ancient Monuments 

aeological Areas Act (1979), protection for listed buildings and 
conservation areas is covered by the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 

low shows the numbers of scheduled monuments, 
registered parks and gardens in Essex, Southend and 

Thurrock. Figure 14 in Annex 2 shows their geographical spread. 

tes
10
incid
offe
ave

 
Material A  C
 
5.87a Physical remainders of the past for

and are of value as educationa
conservation of the wider historic environment contributes to the character and 
distinctiveness of the County. Policies and programmes work towards the 
conservation of cultural heritage, and include the promotion of repair and re-us
of historic buildings. However, particularly in areas of growth, the impact of 
development on the historic environment needs appropriate consideration. 
Planning authorities should ensure that historic features as an important asset of 
a locality contribute to the quality of places and their regeneration. 

National policy for the protection of the historic environment is set out in PPG 1
“Planning and the Historic Environment” an

and Arch

Act (1990).  The list be
conservation areas and 
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ble 9  Scheduled monuments, conservation areas and registered parks & garden

Essex, Southend and Thurrock, 2005 

heduled Monuments, Conservation Areas and Registered Parks & Gardens 
Essex, Southend and Thurrock 

Ta s in 

 
Sc in 

Scheduled Monuments Conservation Areas Registered Parks and 
Gardens 

319 233 38 
Source: ECC, 2005 

.89 A listed building is regarded as a structure that is of national or architectural 
 Thurrock and 

Southend-on Sea have more than 14,000 listed buildings; many of them located 
 of historic towns.  

 
Grade  

 
Listed Buildings  
 
5

interest therefore listed buildings are not purely older buildings. Essex,

within the conservation areas
 
Table 10 Listed Buildings by Grade within Essex, Southend and Thurrock, 2005 

 of listed Building Total Numbers in Essex, Thurrock and
Southend-on-Sea 

Grade I 264 
Grade II* 721 
Grade II 13214 
Grade A 3 
Grade B 44 
Grade C 11 
Grade D 11 
Total 14,267 
Source: ECC, 2005 
 
5.90  FIG. 15 in Annex 2 shows the distribution of listed buildings throughout Essex, 

Thurrock and Southend-on-Sea. The highest concentrations of listed buildings 
are in the central and north-eastern part of the county, particular in the town 
centres of Braintree, Chelmsford, Colchester and

  

 Witham. South of Chelmsford 
and along the Thames, the density of listed buildings is comparatively lower.  

5.91 
 

g 

ed from the risk register.  

 

 
Essex County Council in conjunction with Thurrock Unitary Authority and 
Southend-on-Sea each produce an annual “Historic Buildings at Risk” Register to
monitor buildings vulnerable to neglect and decay. The objective of the Register 
is to outline the state of repair of these buildings with the intention of instigatin
action towards securing their long term conservation. Table 11 illustrates the 
number of buildings at risk in 2003, 2004 and 2005, while table 12 shows the 
number of listed buildings remov
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Table 1
 

At Risk Newly at risk 

1 Illustrates the Number of Buildings at Risk in 2003, 2004, and 2005 

Administrative 
2005 2004 2003 2005 2004 2003 Area 

Basildon 3 2 3 0 1 0 
Braintree 32 27 29 4 9 5 
Brentwood 10 9 6 2 1 3 
Castle Point 1 1 2 0 0  0 
Ch 4 0 0 4 elmsford 6 8 
Colchester  26 21 29 0 5 0 
Epping Forest 15 12 16 1 3 0 
Harlow 3 3 3 0 0 0 
Mald 8 0 on 11 6 2 5 
Rochford 10 0 0 7 8 0 
Tendring 25 0 2 27 26 4 
Thurrock UA 17 2 0 15 17 0 
Uttlesford 17 0 3 0 17 17 

Total 169 14 173 157 11 31
To
(inc newly at 

8 183  tal At Risk 

risk) 

184 18

S
 
 
Table 12  Illustrates the Total Number of Listed Buildings Removed from the ‘At 
Risk Register’  
 

risk 

ource: Essex County Council, 2005 

No longer at Administrative 
Area 2004 2005 2003 
Basildon 0 1 0 
Braintree 4 7 9 
Bren ood 0 0 3 tw
Castle Point 0 1 0 
Chelmsford 2 0 0 
Colche 1 ster 0 8 
Epping Forest 0 4 0 
Harlow 1  0 0 
Maldon 0 2 3 
Rochford 1 2 0 
Tendring 2 1 4 
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Thurrock UA 2 0 1 
Uttlesford 3 0 2 
Total 15 26 24 
Source
 
5.92.1 nd 

 
.92a The UPS encourages development that is appropriate to local context and makes 

ss 
of a place and can act as a driver for regeneration. UPS requirements help to 
ensure that new development is in keeping with its surroundings and protects 

alities fro ate d

  

Gr elt 

 are e south-western part of Essex including Thurroc
end-on-S ms part of t ropolitan Gr lt (MGB) su ng 
r London. The MGB designation has been in place for almost 50 years. Its 
bjective revent urba l by keepin  open within
yside surrounding the metropolitan area of Greater London. PPG2 “Green 

ts out licies for lan in the MGB belt land in ames 
 in South Essex has come under pressure for development and reviews of 
lt land will be necessary pond to the Government’s Su le 
ities P  areas gree land is lost; ntions may ded to 

ate the im f increased opment. 

: Essex County Council, 2005 

The register addresses a ‘moving target’ and as some buildings are repaired a
taken off, others become ‘at risk’ and are added. The success of the Register 
may be measured by the number of buildings removed from the list annually. 

5
the most out of existing assets. Listed buildings contribute to the distinctivene

loc m inappropri evelopment. 
 
 
 
Countryside
 

 Metropolitan
 

een B

5.93 A large a of th k and 
South
Greate

ea for he Met een Be rroundi

main o  is to p n spraw g land  the 
countr
Belts” se the po d with . Green  the Th
Gateway
green be
Commun

 to res
n belt 

stainab
 be neelan. In  interve

mitig pacts o  devel
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Map 9 
2001

Green Belt Distribution within Essex, Southend and Thurrock 

 
 
 

: Essex and Southend-on-Sea Replacement Structure Plan, 2001 

 Conservation Areas 

The East of England is renowned for its lowland habitats, many of which have 
been designated as of both national and international importance. In Essex, over 
80 sites have been designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) by 
English Nature because of their national importance for wildlife or earth science 
features. Some of these have received higher protection status and include 
RAMSAR Sites, Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas 
(SPA), National Nature Reserves (NNR) and Ancient Woodlands. Epping For
is a candidate Special Area of Conservation. A Marine Special Area of 
Conservation covers the estuaries of the rivers Colne, Blackwater, Crouch and 
Roach. The Essex and Southend on Sea coast is among the top five coastal 
wetlands in the UK and is of international importance. 

Source
 
Nature
 
5.94 

est 

 

 
5.95 

Designations in Essex, Thurrock and Southend. 

 
Landscape Designations 

The Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural runs across the border of Essex 
and Suffolk. In Essex, it is situated in the districts of Tendring and Colchester. 
Figure 16 in Annex 2 shows Nature Conservation Areas and Landscape 
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5.96.1  

9 

hundred species have disappeared from the 
East of England in this century. 

5.97 
 

t 

 
iodiv

sity and 
increased pressure from environmental organisations within the UK, Central 
Government published a UK Action Plan in 1995. In 1999, Essex followed with the 
publication of its own Biodiversity Action Plan (EBAP) which concentrates on species 
confined to or characteristic of Essex. The EBAP currently contains action plans for 
25 species and 10 habitats. 

 
Table 13 EBAP action plan species 
 
 

Mammals: Brown hare  
Dormouse Grey 
Harbour Porpoise  
Otter  
Pipistrelle bats  
Water vole 

Birds: Bittern  
Partridge 
Skylark  
Song Thrush 
Stone Curlew  

Other Great Crested Newt Plants: Black poplar 

Oxlip 

Shining ramshorn snail 
Shrill carder bee 
Stag beetle 

Heathland 
Old orchards 
Reedbeds 

Source

Designated areas, together with statutorily protected species enjoy highest levels
of protection in local development plans and national policy, such as PPG
“Nature Conservation”. Important wildlife however is not restricted to designated 
areas and is found throughout the region. Increased pressure for development in 
Essex continues to threaten natural habitats. Many wildlife sites, for example 
heathlands, are fragmented and isolated, leaving them vulnerable to damage. 
According to EERA (2004), over one 

 
The UPS follows the approach of sustainable construction which involves waste 
recycling, designing for reduced energy use, sustainable drainage systems and
designing to conserve water. All these measures, in a wider sense have an effec
on maintaining and preserving the natural environment. 

ersity B
 
5.97 Following the global increased awareness of the loss of biodiver

vertebrates: Twaite shad Hog's fennel 

Invertebrates: Bright wave moth  
Des Moulins' whorl snail  
Fisher's estuarine moth  
Heath fritillary  
Hornet robberfly 

Habitats: Hedgerows 
Ancient Woodland 
Cereal field margin 
Coastal grazing marsh 
Seagrass beds 

White clawed crayfish  Saline lagoons 
Urban areas 

: EBAP, 1999 
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5.98 The requirements for further growth, particularly in the South of Essex p

pressure on natural resources and habitats. In order to improve or maintain 
biodiversity in Essex, new development needs to be reconciled with the 
protection of the County’s natural assets.  

By encouraging innovative development which incorporates natural assets in the 
built up environment the UPS aims to protect biodiversity.  

tilisation 

ut 

 
5.98a 

 
Land U

 Deputy Prime Minister outlined a target of 60% of new 
 be located on previously developed land. Since 

 

 
T

 
5.99 In 2000 the Office of the

housing development to
2002/2003 Essex has exceeded this target and continually increased the number 
of new housing development on previously developed land. This general trend 
however conceals a great variation within the districts. Brentwood and Epping 
Forest built 100% of residential developments on Brownfield land in 2004/2005, 
whereas Basildon and Harlow only reached 10.37% and 11.76% respectively 
during the same period. On a County wide level however, figures have increased
continuously. If Thurrock and Southend are included, more than 80% of new 
dwellings were built on Brownfield land in 2004/2005. 

able 14 Percentages of New Dwellings Completed on Previously 
Developed Land 

 
District 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 
     
Basildon 14% 42% 16% 10% 
Braintree 47% 23% 65% 72% 
Brentw 100% ood 98% 94% 99% 
Castle Point 79% 81% 87% 100% 
Chelmsford 50% 54% 59% 60% 
Colchester 55% 70% 85% 95% 
Epping 

orrest 
78% 70% 89% 100% 

F
Harlow 15% 17% 20% 12% 
Maldon 57% 87% 78% 98% 
Rochford 33% 41% 61% 60% 
Tendring 66% 95% 95% 94% 
Uttlesford 55% 73% 77% 50% 
Essex 53% 60% 72% 78% 

Southend 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Thurro 96% ck 90% 79% 93% 

Old Essex 64% 65% 76% 83% 
Source
Thurro

: ECC, Epping Forest District Council, Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, 
ck Council, 2005 
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Water

ement has a tremendous impact on the environment. It is 
of particular importance for Essex, which is not only one of the driest counties in 

 

s. 

ten 

ter resources.  

 
nt,  through a statutory system of analysis and planning 

based upon the river basin. Its objective is to establish a Community framework 
for the protection of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and 

 promote sustainable water 
use, protect the aquatic environment, improve the status of aquatic ecosystems 

th ts. a r the 
plementation the UK, with muc e imp

being undertaken by the Environment Agency. sent, 
 groundwat  review of the environment l impact of human 
ity, econom r use (article d the 

registers of pro nd 7) a ing und
Framework Directive target is for all inland and tal wat
status' by 2015  terms o logical,
status).  The U r resource m ement 
It requires new vide facilitie water c
helps to reduce c , the U
of sustainable new development contributes to 

duction of water pollution and flood risk.  

 
5.107 Essex has man some of whic  below 

includes areas of river floodplains at the rivers Thames, Cr e 
and Stour, and line. Fol g deva
extensive sea walls were constructed

perty. H rabi  coasta
 climate

ffects 90% of astli overnm
nce authorities should p

ear. A study o  found signific nt stretches 
ere the low g inlan  a metre
 Southend- l, 2001)  increa
ly to put fur g flood defe nd ma

fences will h be improved. In underdev  area
“managed retreat” might be a more beneficial response. An

 Management 
 
5.100 Water resource manag

England but one with the fastest growing population. Annual rainfall in Essex is
only 65% of the average in England and Wales. Changes in policy at national 
and international level have led to improvements in water quality in recent year
However, analysis shows that after improvements in the 1990s, water quality 
shows little change since 2000, and climate change and diffuse pollution threa
the current position. At the same time, population growth and lifestyle have 
furthered the competition for scarce wa

 
5.102 The Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC (WFD) rationalises and updates 

existing EC water legislation, introducing an integrated and coordinated approach
to water manageme

groundwater, in order to prevent and reduce pollution,

and mitigate e effects of floods and drough  DEFRA h s responsibility fo
im  of the WFD in h of th

At pre
lementation work 

analysis of surface 
and er characteristics, a
activ ic analysis of wate  5) an establishment of 

tected areas (articles 6 a re be ertaken. The Water 
 coas ers to reach 'good 

 (status to be defined in f eco  chemical, quantitative 
PS addresses wate anag in two different ways. 
 development to pro s for onservation and thus 
 the consumption of water. Se

drainage systems to ensure that 
ondly PS promotes the use 

the re
 
Flooding 

y low lying areas, h are sea level. This 
ouch, Chelmer, Coln

 the County’s long coast
 on the Esse

lowin
x coast to protect human life 

stating floods in 1953, 

and pro
has remained and is likely to increase as a result

owever, the County’s vulne lity to
 of

l and river flooding 
 change. Erosion 

a
coastal defe

the Essex and Southend co
lan ahead fo

ne. G
r a sea level rise of 6 mm per 

ent recommends that 

of its coastline y f Eastern England a
wh
and

water mark was advancin
on-Sea Borough Counci

ain on existin

d by
. The

 or more a year (ECC 
sing risk of flooding is 

like
de

ther str
ave to 

nces a
eloped

ny existing flood 
s however, a 
 important aspect of 
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preventing floo gement  the bu
EERA (2004) recommends that planning authorities ensure

 should (1) not add to the risk of flooding and (2) reduce flooding 
pressure by using appropriate sustainable drainage systems.  

 
5.107a PPG25 “Development and Flood Risk” points out the potential impact new 

development poses for flood risk. Development reduces surface permeability by 
replacing vegetated ground with roofs and paved areas. This reduces the amount 
of water infiltrating into the ground and increases surface run-off. Any built-up 
area, therefore, needs to be drained to remove excess water. The alteration of 
natural flow patterns in terms of increases in both the total quantity and peak 
flows of run-off through the extension of built development can lead to problems 
elsewhere within the river catchments, particularly flooding downstream. 
Increased flow rates can also cause erosion and damage stream and streamside 
habitats. Water quality issues are also important because pollutants from built up 
areas are washed into rivers or groundwater, harming fish and wildlife and being 
difficult to clean up. National policy promotes the use of sustainable drainages as 
a means to help reducing flood risk.  

 
5.07b The UPS followes this approach by promoting rainwater harvesting facilities and 

sustainable drainages as a means to conserve water and reduce surface run-off. 
By setting out requirements for new development to conserve water, the UPS 
aims to insure that new development does not increase flood risk, makes better 
use of the resource water. It further encourages the use of water storage bodies 
within developments as a means to enhance public space and provide natural 
habitats within the built up environment 

 
Map 10 Land in Essex and Southend below 5 Metre Contour 
 

d risk is the water mana within ilt up environment. 
 that new 

development

 
Source: ECC and Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, 2005 
 
5.108 Figure 17 in Annex 2 shows areas at flood risk. The coloured areas include areas 

that could be flooded (1) from the sea by a flood that has a 0.5% (1 in 200) or 
greater chance of happening each year or (2) or from a river by a flood that has a 
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1% (1 in 100) or greater chance of happening each year. The map shows the 
extent to which the coastal belt is affected by flood risk. River floodplains at risk 

 
River 
 
5.103 

uality Assessment (GQA). Several aspects of 
river quality are assessed in this scheme; they include biological and chemical 

er quality and phosphate and nitrate levels.  
 
5.104 Monitoring of river water quality since 1990 has shown that significant 

improvements were made in the 1990s and partly up to 2000 in Essex, Southend 
and Thurrock. However, these improvements could not always be sustained and 
in parts started to deteriorate in 2000. Particularly in Thurrock, most recent 
figures for biological and chemical quality are significantly lower than both the 
1995 and 2000 figures. In Southend, the most recent figures for river quality are 
poorer than those of 1995. The UPS addresses this problem by requiring new 
development to provide for better water management. The reduction of surface 
water run off helps to reduce the pollution of rivers and helps to maintain river 
quality. 

 
Air Quality and Transport 
 
5.109 The mode of transport that people use to travel to work has implications upon the 

air quality of a particular locality.  High private car use as a mode of travel to work 
is likely to contribute to poor air quality.  Travel to work patterns play an important 
role for air quality in Essex. In Essex, 58% of the population travelled to work by 
private transport, in Southend this figure is slightly higher at 59%. In Thurrock 
only 52% of the population travel to work by private transport. This compares to 
an average of 56% in England and Wales. Conversely, 15% of the workforce in 
Essex uses public transportation (19% in Southend and Thurrock) compared to 
14% in England and Wales. Use of public transport in Essex is particularly high in 

%) Basildon (20%). The use of private transport is 
 Uttlesford (62%).  

 
p tively. Due to the long travel distances in these areas 

 
 
 

 
 

include the rivers Stour, Colne, Chelmer, Crouch and the Thames estuary.  

Quality 

The Environment Agency is the statutory body that monitors river quality in 
England in an annual General Q

wat

the districts of Brentwood (23
highest in Maldon (63%) and

 
5.110 The average distance travelled to a fixed place of work is almost a third higher in 

Essex (18.15 km) than on a national level (13.39 km in England and Wales). 
Average travel to work distances in Thurrock and Southend are 15.47 km and
17.21 km res ec
comparatively few people travel by bicycle or on foot. 
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Graph 9 Car and Van Ownership Averages within England and Wales, Essex, 
Southend and Thurrock 
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sh at car ownership is much higher in Essex than on the national 
2  of hou lds in England and Wales own no cars or vans. In 

ssex this is only 18.5%. Similarly, 38.7% of all Essex households own 
o cars o compa 29.4% in nd and Wales. 

raph 9 mbina  compara igh numbers of car ownership and 
 distan elled to work means that the use of private transport is a 
ificant r air p  in the County. An increase in travelling to work 
ublic tr nsport, and a reduction in travelling t gnificantly 
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5.113 The Essex air quality assessments have shown road transport to be the main 

source of air pollution in the County, with the main pollutants of concern being 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and particulates (PM10).  The most significant transport 
related air quality problems are associated with roads that re
congestion and those which have high traffic flows.  Additionally, the ‘canyon’ 
characteristics of some streets in urban areas can result in air quality problems 
where traffic flows are relatively low.   

Quality Management Areas (AQMA’s) are designated sites where the air qu
fails to meet national air quality standards.  Table 15 shows the current pollu
hotspots in Essex.  

 
 
Table 15 AQMAs and 
 
District / Borough AQMA / air quality hotspot Pollutant Current Stat
Basildo  being done.  

s stage. 
n A132 / A1321 NO2 / 

PM10

Additional monitoring
AQMA unlikely at thi

Braintree None at present   
A12/M25 Junction NO2 AQMA declared January 2005  
M25 (Nags Head Lane) NO2 AQMA declared January 2005  
A12 (Greenshaw) NO2 AQMA declared January 2005  

Brentw

A12 (Warescot Road) NO2 AQMA declared January 2005  

ood 
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A12 (Hey Bridge) NO2 AQMA declared January 2005 
A12 (Ingatestone) NO2 AQMA declared January 2005  

 

A128/A1023 Wilson’s Corner 
Junction 

NO2 AQMA declared January 2005  

Castle Point None at present   
Chelms  December 2005 ford Army and Navy roundabout NO2 AQMA declared

Mersea Road NO2 AQMA declared May 2001 
Brook Street NO2 AQMA declared January 2006  
Cowdray Avenue NO2 High concentrations b

AQMA at present. 

C

ut no need for 

olche

 but no need for 
AQMA at present. 

ster 

Marks Tey A12 / A120 
junction 

NO2 High concentrations

Epping Forest A121, Epping High Street NO2 High concentrations but no need for 
AQMA at present. 

Harlow  A414, other busy roads in 
District 

NO2 High concentrations but no need for 
AQMA at present. 

Maldon None at present   
Rochford Eastwood Rd / High St 

junction, Rayleigh 
NO2 Additional monitoring being done.  

AQMA unlikely at this stage. 
Tendring A120 NO2  Likely impact with development of 

Bathside Bay and resulting increase 
in freight traffic. 

Uttlesford Busy routes in Saffron 
Walden 

NO2 High concentrations but no need for 
AQMA at present. 

Source: ECC, 2005 
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Waste and Recycling 
 
5.115 Each year Essex households throw away over 700,000 tonnes of rubbish, about 

500kg for every adult and child living in the county.  Local authorities are required 
 

 
Graph

to manage the waste stream to ensure more is recycled; the current County
recycling rate is 29.8%, a figure that has increased each year for the past 10 
years as shown on graph 10. The percentage of waste going to landfill has been 
reducing over the same period. 

 10 

Total Essex Tonnage - All waste
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e by over 3 per cent 
oaching 

Source: ECC Waste and Recycling 

Over the last 8 years, waste in Esse grown on averag
each year. If the current growth rate continues, by 2020 there will be appr
twice the amount of rubbish that there is now, perhaps nee ing more sites to 

  

.117 The countywide recycling figure co ances at a local level. 
Table 16 tion on th osting performance 
achieved on Authority in 2003/04.  Different 
circumst  district do not make these figures directly 
comparable.  

 
5.116 x has 

d
deal with it.

 
5 vers a range of perform

e recycling/comp provides informa
 by each Waste Collecti

ances pertaining in each
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Table 16 Essex District Recycling rforman
related Performance Indicators 2003/2
 

Authority 04 
orted %

usehold

ste

Figures; Pe
004 

ce against waste-

 
 

d 

2003/04 
performance 
total %  

2003/04 
reported % 
household 
waste 
recycled 

2003/
rep
ho
waste 
compo

Basildon  11.4 7.5 18.9 
Braintree 17.2 4.1 21.3 
Brentwood 9.2 5.35 14.55 
Castle Point 9.15 8.84 18.0 
Chelmsford 16.75 6.8 23.55 
Colchester 17.7 7.2 24.9 
Epping Forest 12.9 9.9 22.8 
Harlow 12.5 0.5 13.0 
Maldon 14.1 3.09 .2 17
Rochford  .0 7.38 2.62 10
Tendring 15.2 0.0 15.2 
Uttlesford 19.15 1.24 20.39 
Essex 
Average  

.9 
 

  18
(weighted)

Source: Council Best Value Performance 4  
 
 

 10 years rity wou  been to identify
capacity; more recently attention has changed to increas w 
the focus is treating/diverting biodegradable waste from landfill in order to comply 
with the  of the EU Landfill Directive

 
5.119 Waste management and recycling will PPS10 points out the urgent need to 

manage nd to reduce the total amount of waste that is 
disposed  address this in three ways. It sets out design 
requirements for new development which support sustainable waste 
manage vate households. By providing a coherent approach on 
county level the UPS aims to help to streamline waste management and helping 
to increa hat is recycled. 

Renewable En
 

The UK to
renewab rbo ion is to
by 2050 ngland  d ver 

0 sq ovid their e
gh  power generatio  howe rgy 

resources account for 2% of all energy resources in the UK and in the East of 
England, the number of small scale renewable energy is currently low.  

 

Plans 2003/0

5.118  or so ago, the prio

diversion requirements

ld have  adequate local landfill 
ing recycling, but no

. 

 waste more effectively a
. The UPS aims to

ment for pri

se the amount of waste t
 

ergy 

Government set a target 5.120  generate 10% of its ele
n dioxide emiss
 Plan requires all new

ctricity from 
le energy resources; ca  be reduced by 60% 

evelopment of o. The Draft East of E
m or 50 dwellings to pr
renewable

100
throu

e at least 10% of 
n. At the moment

nergy requirements 
ver, renewable ene

 60



5.121 Small sc j ts in new residential a
velopm important role in meeting targets
ission sures include the use of solar panels, biomass heating, 

small scale wind turbines, photovoltaic cells and combined
schemes. PPG22 “Renewable Energy” encourages local a
these schemes through positively expressed policies in loc nt 

cume

.122 The UPS  requirements by promoting a w
saving m n guidance on how energy res can 
be incor  residential development and thus helps with 

hievin jectives. 
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SEA Objectives, Targets and Indicators 

. SEA Objectives: 
 
8.1 e tili tio  of sta c ves s a ecognised m thodology for  

considering the environmental effects of a plan and programme and co  
e lter atives. They serve a different purpose to the objectives of 

nability objectives are utilised to 
o w th th b tives of the plan and programme are beneficial for the 

o re the environmental effects of t e a tern tive  or to 
em t

 
ability objectives have been derived from a review of the plans and 
 at the Eur al, county a  

a gic na sis f  b el  i rm io Th  as ess en of e baseline 
t llo s  c en ta e nm t e eva ate  to ete mine if 

ca ef ts  ide  
 

n  1 ) th E cti st s at e el ig ica e ect
, inclu ing on issues su as biodiversity, population, human health, 

 
in a ite ur a  ch ol ica h tag  d ap a  e 

e la ns  tw n the ab e ac ’   na se T  
s na ity objectives identified f s t t D ft ba l  

upp me  a ou ne n t le . T ble 7 o h t e a s  w
the SEA Directive, the source of the objectives and the related issues. 

 
Table 17 
 
S
D
S
Effects  

SEA/SA Objective Source  Issues  

 
8

Th  u sa n su inability obje ti  i  r e
mparing

the effects of th  a n
the Draft Urban Place Supplement. The sustai
sh w he er e o jec
environment, t compa h l a s  
suggest improv en s.  

The sustain
programme opean, national, region nd local scale and a
str te  a ly  o the as ine nfo at n. e s m t th
da a a w the urr t s te of th  enviro en to b  lu d  d r
signifi nt fec  are ev nt.  

An ex  (f of e S A Dire ve ate  th  ‘th  lik y s nif nt ff s on the 
environment
fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultur

d ch 
al heritage

includ g rch ct al nd ar ae og l eri e, lan sc e nd th
int rre tio hip be ee   ov  f tors  should be a ly d. he
su tai bil or the asses men  of he ra Ur n P ace
S le nt re tli d i ab  17 a  1  als  hig ligh s th  rel tion hip ith 

EA 
irective 
ignificant 

1. To conserve and 
enhance the 
biodiversity and to 

PPS 9 (2005) 
 
EBAP 

conserve designated 
areas 

B
 

Flora 
 
 
Fauna 
 
 developments to 

provide for biodiversity 
within the built up area 

park July 2005) 

* Biological Designations and 
Geological Designations for 
example nature conservation 

 

 

iodiversity 

 

2. Integrate green 
space in new 

PPG3 
CABE (Start with the 

areas and Landscape
designation 
 
* Species Diversity 

Population 
and 
household 
growth  

3. Provide a decent 
home for everyone and 
affordable housing for 
all those on low 

East of England Plan 
Draft revision (RSS 
14), 2004; Essex & 
Southend-on-Sea 

* Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation (2004) 
 
* Census, 2001 – Population 
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inc esom . Replacement 
Structure Plan, 2001 

4. Deliver most 
addition

PPG3 
al housing at 

higher densities in 
urban areas with 
preference to 
sustainable locations 

CABE (By Design: 
urban design in the 
planning system 
towards better 
practice May 2000) 
CABE (Building for 
life November 2005)  

5. Ensure high design 
quality to create 
attractive living 
environments where 
people will chose to live 

PPG3 
CABE (The Value of 
Housing design and 
layout January 2003) 
Urban Design 
Compendium 
(English partnerships 
2003) 
 

6. More sustainable 
development patterns 
through good access to 
public transport mix of 
uses and greater 
intensity of 
development where 
possible. 

PPG3 
ODPM (Sustainable 
Communities July 
2003) 
CABE (Building 
sustainable 
Communities 
January 2003) 

profile characteristics, number 
of persons per hectare, 
average household size. 
 
* Population Projections 
 
* Affordability  
 
* Housing Need Survey – 
Number of 
homeless/temporary 
accommodation. 
 
* Barriers to housing and 
services 
 
* Living environment 
   

7. In locating new 
development priority 
should be given to 
previously developed 
land, un
and vac

derused land 
ant buildings 

Soil 

8. More
land by reviewing 
planning policy and 
standar

PPG3 * Essex County Council 
monitoring statistics 
 
* Population densities 

 efficient use of 

ds 
9. New development 
not to increase flooding 
or river pollution 

Water 
 
Flood risk 

10. New development 
to help to reduce water 
consumption per capita 

PPG25 * Flood Risk 
 
* Use of sustainable drainage  
 
* Per capita water 
consumption 

11. Improve air quality Air  
 
 
Transport 
 

12. Pro
sustainable transport 
choices   

, ECC
CABE (Making 
Places July 205) 
  

mote more 
PPG13, Local 
Transport Plan  

* Air quality Management 
Areas AQMAs) 
 
* Threshold Areas 
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Climatic 
Factors 
 

13. Red
travel b
transpo

uce the need to 
y private 
rt.   

 * Census, 2001 – Mode of 
 Ownership 

P2 
ion 

travel to work, Car
 
* Mode of Travel Data – LT
Annual Monitoring Informat
 

14. Use heritage as 
driver for regeneration 
by integrating old 
buildings in the living 
and working community 

Material 
Assets  
 
 
 
Cultural 
Heritage  

15. Design new 
development carefully 
with respect to the 
historic context   

PPG15, PPG16 
 

* Listed Buildings 
 
* Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments  
 
* Conservation Areas 
 
* Listed Buildings at Risk 
Register 
 

16. Incr
proporti
be recy

ease the 
on of waste to 
cled 

Wast
ana

e 
gement 

17. Incr
efficiency of waste 
manage

recycled 

M

ease the 

ment facilities 

PPS10 * Performance of waste 
management facilities 
 
* Proportion of waste to be 

18. Promote the use of 
renewable energy  

Renewable 
Energy 

19. Minimise pollution 
and resource 
consumption 

PPS22, PPS23 * Energy consumption 
 
* Reduction in the use of fossil 
fuels 

 
8.1 Assessing the 

 so jectives has been selected.  
To test the inte y objectives a compatibility 
assessment was undertaken to identify any potential tensions between the 

a r the sustainability 
objectives. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compatibility of the Objectives 
 

A balance of cial, economic and environmental ob
rnal compatibility of the sustainabilit

objectives.  M trix 1 illustrates the compatibility app aisal of 
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Matrix 1 
Matrix Illustrating the Compatibility Appraisal of the SEA Objectives 
 

2 VC                  

3 N             C     

4 C N C                

5 N C C C                

6 C N C VC C              

7 VC N C V C C   C V           

8 VC N C VC N VC VC            

9 VC C C C C C C C           

10 VC C N N C N N C VC          

11 C C C C C C C C N N         

12 C N N C N VC VC VC N N VC        

13 C N N VC N VC VC VC N N VC VC       

14 N N C C VC N N C N N N N N      

15 N N C N VC N N N N N N N N VC     

16 C N C N N N N N C N C N N N N    

17 N N N N N N N C N N C N N N N C   

18 C N N N C C C C C VC VC VC VC N N N N  

19 C C C C C C C VC VC VC VC VC C N VC VC VC VC 

SE
A

 O
bj

ec
tiv

es
  

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

  SEA Objectives 

Key  Symbol 
Very Compatible VC 
Compatible C 
No Impact N 
Incompatible I 
Very 
Incompatible VI 
Uncertain U 

 
Following consultation with the statutory consultees and re-consideration of the 
SEA objectives it was decided that the objectives for the UPS should be altered.  
The modification has lead to the exclusion of the objectives that were beyond the 
scope of the UPS and refinement of some objectives to enhance clarity.  The 
result was the formation of 13 SEA objectives.  Table 18 illustrates the revised 
SEA objectives. 
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Table 18   -  Revised SEA Objectives 
 
 

SEA Directive 
Significant Effects  

SEA/SA Objective Source  

Biodiversity 
 
 
Flora 
 
 
Fauna 
 
 

1. To conserve and enhance the 
biodiversity and to conserve 
designated areas, integrating 
biodiversity and green space into 
new development.  

PPS 9 (2005) 
 
EBAP 
 
PPG3 
 

 with the park July CABE (Start
2005) 

2. Ensure high design quality to 
create attractive living environments 
where people will chose to live. 

PPG3 
CABE (The Value of Housing 
design and layout January 2003) 
Urban Design Compendium 
(English partnerships 2003) 
 

3. Provide a decent home for 
everyone and affordable housing for 
all those on low incomes. 

East of England Plan Draft 
revision (RSS 14), 2004; Essex 
& Southend-on-Sea 
Replacement Structure Plan, 
2001 

4. Deliver most additional housing at 
higher densities in urban areas with 
preference to sustainable locations 

PPG3 
CABE (By Design: urban design 
in the planning system towards 
better practice May 2000) 
CABE (Building for life November 
2005)  

Population and 
household growth  

5. Ensure high design quality to 
create attractive living environments 
where people will chose to live  

PPG3 
CABE (The Value of Housing 
design and layout January 2003) 
Urban Design Compendium 
(English partnerships 2003) 
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6. More sustainable development 
patterns through good access to 
public transport, mix of uses and 

ity of development 

PPG3 
ODPM (Sustainable 
Communities July 2003) 
CABE (Building sustainable 
Communities January 2003) 

 

greater intens
where possible. 
7. In locating new development 
priority should be given to previously 
developed land, underused land and 
vacant buildings 

Soil PPG3  

8. More efficient use of land by 
reviewing planning policy and 
standards 

9. New development not to increase 
flooding or river pollution 

Water 
 
Flood risk 10. New development to help to 

reduce water consumption per capita

PPG25 

11. Improve air quality 
12. Promote more sustainable 
transport choices   

Air  
 
 
Transp
 
 
Climatic Factors 
 

private transport.   

t Plan, 

ly 205) 
ort 

13. Reduce the need to travel by 

PPG13, Local Transpor
ECC 
CABE (Making Places Ju
 

14. Use heritage as driver for 
regeneration by integrating old 
buildings in the living and working 
community  

Materia
 
 
 
Cultura

l Assets  

l Heritage  15. Design new development 
carefully with respect to the historic 
context   

PPG15, PPG16 
 

16. Increase the proportion of waste 
to be recycled 

Waste Management 

17. Increase the efficiency of waste 

PPS10 

management facilities 

18. Promote the use of renewable 
energy  

Renewable Energy PPS22, PPS23 

19. Minimise pollution and resource 
consumption 

 
   

A se nd c st w  unde s 
s.  

at 2 ou tib ty of  Urban Place 
up men

 
 

co ompatibility te as rtaken to determine whether the objective
 compatible with the revised SEA objectiveof the Urban Place Supplement were

M rix tlines the compa ili the SEA objectives and the
ple t Objectives.  S
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Matrix  - Compatibility of the SEA Objectives and the UPS Objectives 
 
  

2

SEA Objectives 
   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1 VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC 
2  VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC  VC VC VC
3 VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC 

Objectives  
 
of the SPD 
 4 VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC VC 

 
 
 
Key Symbol 
Very Compatible VC 
Compatible C 
No pact N Im
Incompatible I 
Very 
Incompatible VI 
Uncertain U 

 
Matrix 2 demonstrates that all the A objectives were very compatible SE with the 

  

objectives of the UPS. 
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Chapter 4 - UPS Policy Appraisal 
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Chap
 
9.  
 
9.1 ignificant Social, Environmental and Economic Effects of the Preferred 

 

the 

 

inable 

e assessment of all policies within the UPS against all SA/SEA 
objectives has been undertaken and is a technical annex which accompanies this 

ed with 

 the 
 

 
 the SEA Directive Annex 1(f). 

 
o 
ies. 

 

 

ter 4 

UPS Policy Appraisal 

S
Policies 
 
Annex 1 (f) of the SEA Directive (2001) states that information should be 
provided on “the likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues 
such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, 
climatic, material assets including architectural and archaeological heritage, 
landscape and the interrelationship  between the above factors” (Annex 1(f).  It is 
recommended in the guidance by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister that the
significance of the effect of a policy or plan needs to consider the probability, 
duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects.  To aid in this evaluation 
SA Framework adopted is comparable to that delineated in the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister’s Guidance entitled ‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional 
Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents’ (November, 2005).  The
SA Framework aims to ensure that the policies outlined in the Draft Urban Place 
Supplement Issues and Options are beneficial to the community and susta
(Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005). 
 
 
A comprehensiv

report.  A technical annex of the appraisal of the district polices associat
the UPS.  A summary of the significant social, environmental and economic 
effects, spatial extent, temporal extent and recommendations arising from
Appraising Plan Policy assessment is outlined below.  (Appendix 3 contains the
key policies assessed from the UPS, the remaining text within the UPS was 
utilised as supporting text).  The assessment is of potential positive, negative, 
neutral, direct and indirect effects. The summary outlines the Urban Place 
Supplement performance against the SEA objectives.  The objectives have been 
subdivided to reflect the specific social, economic and environmental dimensions
of sustainability as outlined in

An additional part of the appraisal is also outlined in appendix 4.  This seeks t
outline a justification for the proposed measurement outlined in the UPS polic
 
The appraisal refers to the temporal extent which is measured with regard to the
short, medium and long term effect.  For the purpose of this appraisal the 
duration of these time frames reflects the content of the Draft East of England 
Plan and are outlined below; 

 Short Term  - This is regarded as present day to 2010. 
 

 Medium Term - Regarded as 2011-2015. 
 

 Longer Term - 2016 – 2021. 
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Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 
Biodiversity 
 
Flora 
 
Fauna 
 
 

d enhance biodiversity and designated 
areas, integrating biodiversity and green space into new 
development. 

 

1. To conserve an

 
9.2 
 

eographical Spatial Extent -  Within areas of new development amongst 

 
emporal Nature of the Effect - Short – long term negative effect. 

s and requires higher density developments close to 
transport corridors and services to provide a mix of uses. The policy fails to make 

 
te 

dential and mixed-use development shall be planned and designed 

ers’.  It is 

ce explains that “…high quality and well managed open space help 

g.” It is therefore considered 

 this policy would be enhanced by stating that green space and 
biodiversity shall be integrated into new development where appropriate.  

 

 
 

 

 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP2  

G
the local authorities that have chosen to implement the UPS. 

T
 
Significant Effect -    Policy APP2 concerns influences upon 
quality and states central areas should retain their fine urban grain.  The policy 
goes on to discuss use

adequate reference to biodiversity and the proposed methods that may be
utilised to integrate it into a new development.  However the policy does sta
that ‘all resi
by professional architects, working alongside urban designers, landscape, 
architects, ecologists, engineers, surveyors and community work
therefore considered that by operating in a holistic manner that biodiversity and 
green space is highly likely to be integrated into the new development.  PPG 17: 
Open Spa
create urban environments that are attractive, clean and safe and can play a 
major part in improving people’s sense of well bein
that overall the effect of this policy is likely to be positive, although clarity in the 
delivery of

Recommendation - It is recommended that Policy APP2 take into 
account the need for green space within the urban grain. 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP7 

Geographical Spatial Extent- New development throughout the Essex 
Authorities adopting the document. 

Temporal Nature of the Effect - Short – long term positive effect. 
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Effect – APP7 regards car parking and the options for new residential 
development at differing densities. PPS 9- Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation, states that, 
“development proposals provide many opportunities for building-in beneficial 
biodiversity or geological features as part of good design.” As APP7 quotes, 
“(underground parking) can be regarded as the optimum solution,” removing car 
parking from the street scene and allowing complete flexibility in building design 

 
ll 

 
 

 

 

 

and ground level uses. 

Where on-street parking is necessary for the development, whether as a sma
part of a larger scheme or for visitor parking, policy APP7 states the importance 
of the parking not to dominate the street scene. This is done by a maximum 
cluster of 8 parking spaces at 90º to the street, accompanied by tree planting 
between the 4th and 5th spaces. 

Recommendation – It is recommended that with the adoption of on street
parking be accompanied with tree planting. 

 

 
 

Relationship with 
SEA Di

SEA Objective 
rective   

 
Population 
 

2. Ensure high design quality to create attractive living 

 
environments where people will chose to live. 

 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP2  

Geographical Spatial Extent -  Within areas of new development amo
the local authorities that have chosen to implement the UPS. 

 
ngst 

 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Major positive in the short – long term. 

ct -    Policy APP2 states that all residential and 
urban 

y workers to 
an 

se development it is deemed that high 
vered. 

 

 
Significant Effe
mixed use development shall incorporate planned and designed architects, 
designers, landscape architects, ecologists, surveyors and communit
ensure design quality. By ensuring the utilisation of a holistic approach to urb
design within new residential and mixed-u
quality designed urban development is likely to be deli

 
Recommendations -  Not relevant  
 
 
 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP4 
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Geographical Spatial Extent  -  Within the Local Authorities that 
adopt the Urban Place Supplement. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Major positive in the short – long 

of high quality designed town centres and neighbourhood centres.  It is therefore 

 high quality 
and safe environment if they are to remain attractive and competitive.  Well 

esigned public spaces and buildings, which are fit for purpose, comfortable, 
b key elements which can improve the 

ealth, vitality and economic potential of a town centre” (ODPM, 2005, 11).  The 

ight components was ‘well designed and built’.  APP5 seeks to 
nsure that the urban spatial morphology of a Mixed-Use street type takes into 

’ 
ith facilities for everyone (ODPM, 2005).  Clearly in a Mixed Use street in the 

heart of a neighbourhood or surrounding a town centre there is likely to be limited 
 

 

n 

 

ide 
e 

he policy seeks to facilitate mixed-use, high density development.  
he policy seeks to provide details on the size of streets, footpaths and vehicles 

le to 

 

 

e 

refore facilitate bus transit and 
aesthetically pleasing footpaths. 

 
be 
 

nt.  

 and well maintained people are likely to take 

term. 
 
Significant Effect    -  APP4 seeks to ensure the delivery 

considered that reference to the provisions set out in PPS6; Town Centres 
(2005) is important.  PPS6 cites that town centres should “provide a

d
safe, attractive, accessible and dura le, are 
h
ODPM (2005) also outlined eight key components of a sustainable community, 
one of the e
e
consideration green space.  It is important that green spaces are ‘user friendly
w

space and consequently a lack of biodiversity.  The integration of trees to
allowing enhanced visual amenity and quality public realm for persons living and
working within the street  The tree lined vistas are deemed an appropriate 
approach that should be adopted in the integration of biodiversity in an urba
environment.   

The ODPM (2005) perceives that a well designed and built sustainable 
community should offer “appropriate size, scale, density, design and layout, 
including mixed-use development that complements the distinctive local 
character of the community” (ODPM, 2005).  This street form seeks to prov
guidance on the design that should be adopted throughout the districts that hav
adopted the UPS within areas in close proximity to a neighbourhood/town centre.  
Ultimately t
T
to be accommodated ensuring the delivery of a streetscape that is adaptab
various uses and durable.   

The layout of the Mixed-Use streetscape seeks to facilitate accessibility by a 
choice mode of transportation, therefore it is likely that this type of layout will
seek to reduce car dependency and increase the uptake of more sustainable 
transportation modes.  Other forms of transportation are promoted through th
provision of parking facilities for bicycles, constructing the road to ensure that it 
may accommodate vehicles over 7.5tonnes the

The ODPM (2005) states that high quality public spaces and buildings should 
designed to reduce the incidences and fear of crime.  It is therefore considered
that APP4 actively seeks to ensure the delivery of a safe urban environme
The Association of Chief Police Officers (2004) formulated the Secured By 
Design Principles.    The principles state that “in an environment which is well 
designed, attractive, clearly defined
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pride in their surroundings, will tend to feel comfortable and safe and have a 
o 

nsuring 
tilised for street furniture, the natural 

environment is integrated appropriately and streets accommodate a range of 
 the design guidelines within the policy seek 

 promote street lighting therefore reducing fear and incidences of crime.   
 

ecommendations – Not relevant.    

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP5 

Play-Space street type shall affect the 
rban morphology within and in close proximity to neighbourhood centres and 

Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Major positive in the short – long 

 

 

*   Promote designs and layouts which are safe and take account of public 

d 
 

d 

 

(2005).  To ensure 
the delivery of a sustainable community, the ODPM identified 8 principle 

nities 
nse of 

.  

speeds, permeability and 
connectivity enhancing pedestrian use, public art and play equipment. 

sense of shared ownership and responsibility” (ACPO, 2004, 6).  APP4 seeks t
ensure that Mixed-Use streets are designed to the highest quality, by e
that the best quality materials are u

transportation modes.  Furthermore
to

R
 
 
 

 
Geographical Spatial Extent  -  Within the Local Authorities that 
adopt the Urban Place Supplement, the 
u
town centres. 
 

term. 
 
Significant Effect    -  APP5 outlines the second of the two 
street types that seek to accommodate high density development.  Planning 
Policy Guidance 3; Housing (2000) states that Local Planning Authorities should
adopt policies which; 

* “Create places and spaces with the needs of people in mind, which are 
attractive, have their own distinctive identity but respect and enhance local 
character; 

health, crime prevention and community safety considerations; 
* Focus on the quality of the places and living environments being created an
give priority to the needs of pedestrians rather than the movement and parking of
vehicles; 
* Avoid inflexible planning standards and reduce road widths, traffic speeds an
promote safer environments for pedestrians; and  
* Promote the energy efficiency of new housing where possible” (ODPM, 2000, 
Para 56). 

Clearly the aims for designing quality residential environments complement those 
outlined by the ODPM in the Sustainable Communities Plan 

components that should be delivered ‘well designed and built’ is one of the key 
components.  Similarly to the first objective outlined in PPG3, the Sustainable 
Communities Plan (2005) emphasises the importance of developing commu
that have a ‘sense of place’.  Clearly the Play Street aims to achieve a se
place through promoting activity on the streetscape, such as children playing etc
Activity within the street is promoted through low traffic flow, reduced speeds, 
restricting street lines of visibility to reduce traffic 
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e Play Streets aim to deliver this through 
encouraging permeability and connectivity for pedestrians, cyclists and local 

ed 
.  

 that 

contributing positively to quality of life for persons that reside and work within the 

 
 

 
re of the Effect  - Positive in the short – long term. 

 
eographical Spatial Extent- Throughout the Essex Authorities adopting the 
PS. 

 
Effect - A well designed and built sustainable community shall feature “quality 
built and natural environment” (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005).  The 

y should offer, the components of particular importance to 
the landscaping of a residential community include; 

• Sense of place – a place with positive ‘feeling’ for people and local 
s, 

• Appropriate size, scale, density, design and layout … that complement the 

APP6 relates to open space requirements in housing developments of different 

 

 
ace 

User-friendly green and public spaces are also likely to be delivered within Play
Streets through promoting the adoption of public art and play equipment within 
the streetscape.  Furthermore the ability to the use the street for quality open 
space is due to reduced traffic flow and speeds making it possible to utilise the 
street more effectively, and the provision of quality street furniture such as trees 
and planters enhancing the visual amenity of the street scene. 

In ensuring the delivery of “high quality, mixed-use, durable, flexible and 
adaptable buildings” (ODPM, 2005), th

traffic enhancing accessibility.  One way streets and cul-de-sacs are discourag
also contributing to enhanced accessibility most notably for public transportation
The adaptable nature of the Play Street is also facilitated through ensuring
traffic speeds remain low and the volume of traffic also remain low.  Mixed-use 
Play Streets are also encouraged therefore ensuring that local residents have 
ready access to services, community facilities and employment therefore 

area. 
 

Recommendation – Not relevant.  

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP6 

Temporal Natu

G
U

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister outlines a series of components that a 
sustainable communit

 

distinctivenes

distinctive local character of the community, 
• Buildings and public spaces which promote health and are well designed to 

reduce crime and make people feel safe. 
(Source; Office of the Deputy Prime Minster, 2005).   

 

densities and that of apartments. It is stipulated that communal space shall 
incorporate seating, play areas and trees which are attractive private amenities
for the residents of the development. “The space around buildings is as important 
as the buildings themselves. Any development should be able to provide some
public open space….If this is well designed it will result in a pleasurable pl
that will be popular and well used. This brings with it economic, social, 
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environmental and cultural benefits.” Start with the park (CABE Space, 2005) 
Despite this, there is not enough mention of the design criteria of communal 
space in relation to hard and soft landscaping, public art etc within the policy. 

 
However, “Good public space is usually planned for a particular use. Too often, 
public (communal) space is the area left once buildings have been planned. This 
can lead to undefined areas with no specific use.” (www.greenflagaward.org.uk) 

 
Recommendation – It is recommended that the design of communal space is 
incorporated into the design solution at the outset of the proposal. 

ement Policy: APP7 
 

ositive in the short – long term. 
 

Effect – Policy APP7 stresses the preference of underground parking in 

, 
ible, 

e for 

nd 
 aesthetics. This is further supported in PPG13- Transport, 

“With high density developments in high accessibility areas such as town 

acter and appearance of 
the area.” 
 

nt of less than 100% parking provision within the policy 
similarly seeks to reduce the amount of land use designated for car parking and 

ving the 

cent 
to developments with limited on-site parking.” 

 
tions, although too rigid an application of this, “could result in on-

street parking raising issues of pedestrian safety and possible obstruction for 

 
 
Urban Place Suppl

Geographical Spatial Extent- Throughout the Essex Authorities adopting the 
document. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect  - P

 

residential developments due to its ability to offer complete flexibility in building 
design and ground level uses. This is supported by the ODPM in the document
‘Safer places, the planning system and crime prevention,’ “where poss
below-building parking should be efficiently designed to free up more spac
attractive streets.”  Under-croft parking is deemed as the least acceptable 
solution within the policy and where it is necessary as a small part of a larger 
scheme, it is required to be screened from public view in order to preserve a
enhance the area’s

centres, local authorities are encouraged to allow development with little or no 
off-street parking, subject to the safeguarding of the char

The encourageme

in doing so promotes the use of sustainable methods of transport and an area’s 
visual appearance. PPG13 also states the importance of such parking and traffic 
management measures, “Well designed traffic management measures can 
contribute to planning objectives in a number of ways, including impro
attractiveness of urban areas and allowing efficient use of land and resident 
parking schemes and other controls to avoid on-street parking in areas adja

 
PPG3 advocates that a maximum of 1.5 spaces per dwelling should be provided
in urban loca

emergency services. Also, the impact on the living environment must be 
considered.” However, ‘Better places to live: a companion guide to PPG3,’ 
(DTLR and CABE) states that, “on-street parking can bring activity to the street 
and have a traffic-calming effect.” 
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It is therefore considered that the policy seeks to ensure the delivery of a high
quality designed streetscape that aims to promote the uptake of more 

 

sustainable transportation modes. 

 

 

cal 

n 

and the headline components of a sustainable community.  One of the principle 
 a sustainable community is that it should be ‘well designed and 

built’.  The ODPM believes that for the development of a sustainable community 

 

rm.   

 built 
environment it is important that there is a sense of place providing a positive 

d 
s 

g 
ive 

promote and deliver a streetscape that is full of vitality, vibrant and safe where 

cing visual 

The ODPM also seeks to ensure that the materials utilised for development seek 
tive environmental impacts.  APP11 seeks to ensure that the 

materials compliment the existing urban character, and where possible are 
sourced therefore reducing transportation costs and the negative 

nvironmental effects associated.  However with regard to materials there is no 
the hat the materials utilised in residential building 

ent are durable and resist weathering. 

 
Recommendation – Not relevant. 
 
 

 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP11 
 
 

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the lo
authorities that have adopted the UPS. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Major positive in the short – long 
term. 

 
Effect – The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) formulated the 
Sustainable Communities Plan (2005).  Within the Sustainable Communities Pla
(2005) the Government sought to outline a definition of sustainable development 

components of

it is important they are developed to the appropriate size, scale, density, design 
and layout, APP11 seeks to ensure that new buildings are developed to reinforce
the built form evident in an area.  Thus APP11 aims to ensure that buildings are 
of the appropriate form, scale, height and mass relative to the existing built fo

 
The ODPM also states that to ensure the delivery of a high quality designed

feeling for people that reside and visit the community, and that public space an
green space is user friendly.  APP11 seeks to ensure that the built form promote
active frontages.  Active frontages are to be established through encouragin
building access principally at the front, ground floor spaces are saved for act
uses and streets are attractive.  It is considered that these provisions will 

people will chose to live.  By encouraging active frontages of the buildings the 
street is likely to have more people utilising the space, therefore enhan
surveillance and reducing the incidences and fear of crime. 

 

to minimise nega

locally 
e
reference to 
developm

 need to ensure t
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The ODPM also velopment is of high quality, mixed-
use, durable, flexible and adaptable.  The provisions in the UPS within APP11 
seek to promote the development of mixed-use.  APP11 also seeks to ensure 

 by raising building height on the 
ground floor of developments within neighbourhood centres, main transportation 

ee
 high design quality 

and accessible to all, Lifetime Homes deliver a quality built environment and 
 in

respective of there changing needs. 
 

ing 

 

 
(1) 

ery, clarity and understanding of APP11’s car –parking 
provisions. 

(2) ing m ed are durable and resist weathering. 

 

y: 
 
 
Geogra patial Extent – Within new development throughout the local authorities 
that have adopted the UPS. 
 
Effect 
 
(1) Urb
 
High qu
priority
for urba
approp
require
 
A well d ery of a 
ustainable community.  The design of the Compact Development and Robust Urban 

Form s  
adapta  
Robust  dedicating ground floor frontage to non-
residential and promoting a context appraisal.  Furthermore Compact Development an 

 aims to ensure that future de

that buildings are robust and durable through

corridors, constructing homes to m t the Lifetime Homes Standard.  The 
Lifetime Homes Standard ensures that new development is of

ensure that people are able to live  their home throughout there lifetime 
ir

Within APP11 LtH Standard 1: Parking aims to reduce the number of park
spaces provided to less than one in some developments.  Whilst this provision 
compliments Planning Policy Guidance 3; Housing it is important that the 
reduction of car parking is applied in conjunction with the provisions outlined in 
APP7.  Clearer links between these policies should be outlined within the UPS to 
enhance the delivery, clarity and understanding of the policy. 

Recommendations -       

It is recommended that clearer links between APP7 are demonstrated to 
enhance the deliv

Need to ensure that build aterials utilis
 
 
 
 
 
Urban Place Supplement Polic APP12 

phical S

–  

an Centres 

ality design within urban centres for high density development is clearly a 
.  APP12 stipulates the specific development types that are deemed appropriate 
n centres.  APP12 highlights that higher density development is more 

riate in urban centres, it is agreed that where high density development is 
d it is more suitable within urban centres.    

esigned and built environment is one of the 8 components for the deliv
s

eek to ensure that buildings are of a high quality, mixed use, durable, flexible and
ble.  Mixed use development is encouraged in the Compact Development and
 Urban Form through for instance
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Robust ight 
for the 
Compa

In term f a high quality design environment, is to 
ensure that residents have access to a range of jobs, services and facilities.  Clearly the 
Compact Development and Robust Urban Form are a mixed use development, therefore 
the ground floor provides potential for employment, services and facilities for the local 
community.   
 
Small Infill development also aims to promote mixed use, the proportion of the ground 
floor fro  
Urban 
 
Compa l 
units ar  designed to ensure that they contribute positively to the principles of 
sustainability.  This is delivered as development shall be awarded the very good - 
excelle
 
(2) Nei
 
The typ  

e same as those for urban centres.  It is considered that these types of high density 
develop
neighb
facilitie ic of a 
commu
are loc
people
 
N.B Th rban Formt and Small 

fill outlined with regards to urban centres are also applicable. 
 
 
(3 Reg
 

ithin regeneration areas it is imperative that any new development seeks to ensure a 
lasting f an 
area.  A
areas o
regene  
the Off e Communities Plan (2005).   

An imp  use, 
all the d

se development.   
 
In areas of regeneration it is fundamental that the new development seeks to promote 
high design by ensuring accessibility to key services this is outlined in the Sustainable 
Communities Plan (2005).  All the development types deemed suitable within areas of 
regeneration seek to ensure access to services through promoting mixed use, and also 

 Urban Form are also adaptable demonstrated by stipulating a minimum he
ground floor.  The residential properties that are also to be developed in the 
ct Development are to provide scope for home working.   

 
s of design a key factor in the formation o

ntage that is to be designated as non residential is however less than Robust
Form development. 

ct Development, Robust Urban Form and Small Infill residential and commercia
e to be

nt Eco Homes accreditation/BREEAM rating. 

ghbourhoods 

es of high density development forms encouraged within a neighbourhood are
th

ments are relevant for a neighbourhood.   They are appropriate for a 
ourhood as neighbourhood provide access to local employment, services, 
s and green space which therefore contributes positively to the social fabr
nity.  By seeking to ensure that the particular types of high density development 
ated within neighbourhood this results in well designed communities where 
 will choose to live. 

e comments regarding Compact Developmen, Robust U
In

eneration Areas 

W
improvement in the economic, physical, social and environmental condition o
PP12 provides scope for a range of high density options to be considered within 
f regeneration.  Therefore it seeks to ensure that development within 
ration areas is of the appropriate size, scale, density, and design complimenting
ice of the Deputy Prime Minister’s Sustainabl

 
ortant factor in ensuring the delivery of high quality is the adoption of mixed
evelopment types deemed adequate for regeneration areas encourage mixed 

u
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in term o density are to be located centrally.  
y ensuring access to services Planning Policy Statement 1; Delivering Sustainable 
evelopment states that social inclusion is likely to be effectively provided.       

 
An imp  built environment is the construction of 
durable, flexible and adaptable buildings.  All the development types deemed 
approp ted 
to meet the BREEAM/Eco Homes very good - excellent sustainability rating. 

(4 Sma
 
It is de
infill is 
APP12
environ
ensurin s and potential sources of employment.  Furthermore 

ixed use development will also ensure the delivery of a flexible and durable urban 
charac
high qu
 
The ne
Homes ellent sustainability rating therefore they are likely to 

nhance the long term environmental quality within the locality.    
 
(5 Large Urban Infill 
 
An important factor in ensuring the delivery of high quality is the adoption of mixed use,.  
This is deemed important by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in the Sustainable 
Comm  1 and Planning Policy Guidance 3.  

ithin a large urban infill mixed use development is deemed paramount.  The UPS 

ities including, employment, services and schools.     

ge urban infill it is fundamental that the new development seeks to promote 
igh design by ensuring accessibility to key services this is outlined in the Sustainable 

2005).  Th9is is adequately sought through the delivery of high 
uality accessibility by a choice mode of transportation with particular emphasis on 

d use development therefore minimising the need to travel.  

t of a well designed and built environment is the construction of 
urable, flexible and adaptable buildings.  All the development types deemed 

urban infill seek to ensure that new buildings are constructed to 
eet the BREEAM/Eco Homes very good - excellent sustainability rating. 

ecommendations –  

s of location the development types f greater 
B
D

ortant component of a well designed and

riate for areas of regeneration seek to ensure that new buildings are construc

  
ll Urban Infill 

emed appropriate that the only type of development deemed appropriate for small 
small infill.  Although the scale of development within a small infill is high density, 
 demonstrates that the UPS seeks to ensure the delivery of a quality designed 
ment.  This is possible through the promotion of mixed use development, 
g accessibility to service

m
ter complementing the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s components for a 
ality designed and built sustainable community.   

w buildings encouraged within a small urban infill are also to meet the ECO 
/BREEAM very good - exc

e

unities Plan (2005), Planning Policy Statement
W
seeks to highlight that in large urban infills the centre should contain a diverse range of 
community services and facil
 
Also in lar
h
Communities Plan (
q
green travel and mixe
 
An important componen
d
appropriate for large 
m
 
R
 
Not relevant. 

 
Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 3. Provide a decent home for everyone and affordable housing 

 80



for all those on low incomes. 
 

 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP3 

 
Geographical Spatial Extent -  Within areas of new development amon
the local authorities that have chosen to implement the UPS. 

 
Temporal Nature of

gst 

 the Effect - Major positive in the short – long term. 
 

f the Deputy Prime Minister 
(2005) promotes “user-friendly public and green spaces with facilities for 

ABE, 
a survey found that 85% of those surveyed felt that public space and the built 

 
 for the future’ by the ODPM sets the challenge “to ensure 

all communities have a clean, safe and attractive environment in which people 
ublic spaces to be 

accessible for all and that gated communities and restricted access to public 

 decent home for all in the 
short-long term. 

 

at 
 Urban Place Supplement, the mixed-use street shall affect the urban 

morphology within and in close proximity to neighbourhood centres and town 

he Effect  - Major positive in the short – long 
term. 

ect      –  DCLG (2006) seeks to promote 
s a nities.  The Guidance outlines the 

istics of mixed community, and from these characteristics it is possible 
to conclude whe
home for all.  AP pe.  
Regarding acce l opportunities for all residents it is 
highly likely that as the policy seeks to facilitate a range of transportation modes 
within the street that persons residing in the area are able to access a range of 

o  facilities and services.   

 
s are utilised on the street, therefore 

nsuring that they are durable.   
 

Significant Effect -    The Office o

everyone including children and older people”. In research carried out by C

environment has a direct impact on their lives and the way they feel.  Sustainable
Communities: building

can take pride”.  APP3 states that it is essential for all p

space at any time will not be contemplated.  It is therefore deemed that this 
policy seeks to contribute positively to the delivery of a

 
Recommendation  -  Not relevant 
 
 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP4 
 
Geographical Spatial Extent  - Within the Local Authorities th
adopt the

centres. 
 
Temporal Nature of t

 
Eff
decent home
character

nd mixed commu

ther APP4 is likely to contribute positively to a mixed use decent 
P4 aims to address the design of a Mixed-Use street ty

ssibility to economic and socia

leisure, recreational, employment, c mmunity
 

High quality neighbourhood management is also likely to be delivered as APP4
aims to ensure that high quality material
e
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The private sector is also likely to  attracted to these streets as they are 
designed to accommodate a mix

be
 of uses including commercial and residential, 

erefore promoting and increasing the economic viability for a 24 hour economy. 

Effect      –  DCLG (2006) seeks to promote 
ies.  The Guidance outlines the 

haracteristics of mixed community, and from these characteristics it is possible 
 conclude whether APP5 is likely to contribute positively to a mixed use decent 

ome for all.  APP5 aims to address the design of a Play-Street street type.   
 

Regarding accessibility to economic and social opportunities for all residents it is 
r 

 this will contribute positively to 
nhancing sustainable transportation modes.  Furthermore the Play-Streets also 

d of traffic and the volume of traffic within Play-
treets are also to be low, thus increasing public safety which is likely to increase 

 

 

 
k 

 

   
The private sector is also likely to be attracted to these streets as they are 

e a luding commercial and residential. 
 

ecommendations – Not relevant.    

th
 

Recommendations – Not relevant.       
 
 
 
 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP5 
 
Geographical Spatial Extent  - Within the Local Authorities that 
adopt the Urban Place Supplement. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Major positive in the short – long 
term. 
 

decent homes and mixed communit
c
to
h

highly likely that as the policy seeks to facilitate permeability and connectivity fo
pedestrians, cyclists and local traffic that
e
seek to discourage one-way streets and cul-de-sacs therefore allowing access 
for bus transportation.  The spee
S
the number of persons choosing to walk and cycle.     

High quality neighbourhood management is also likely to be delivered as APP5a 
aims to ensure that the Play-Streets are aesthetically pleasing through the 
integration of trees, planters, public art and play equipment therefore ensuring 
that the durability and adaptability of the streets. 

A range of households at differing stages within the lifecycle are likely to be 
attracted to reside within Play-Streets, therefore ensuring the delivery of a decent
home.  A diverse range of households are attracted to these areas, as they see
to accommodate high density development, with mixed use, and useable and
adaptable public space at the street level.   

designed to accommodat mix of uses inc

R
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Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP11  

 
ew development throughout the local 

uthorities that have adopted the UPS. 

- Major positive in the short - long term. 

t 
ill 
 

ed to be 

 
Furthermore in terms of ensuring the delivery of a sustainable community, the 

ards have due regard for the needs of future generations in new 
residential development. 

  

Geogra ities 
that ha

Effect 
 
(1) Urb
 
(2) Nei
 
(3 Reg
 
(4 Sma
 
(5 Larg
 

he Department for Communities and Local Government previously the Office of the 
Deputy e 
for Imp
decent t 
homes  
seeks t  for 

 

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within n
a
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect 
 

 
Effect – The provision of a decent home for everybody is clearly a priority within 
APP11.  APP11 encourages new residential dwellings to be developed to mee
the provisions outlined in the Lifetime Homes Standard.  It is deemed that this w
positively contribute to the development of a decent home for everyone, Lifetime
Homes seek to ensure that residential dwellings are appropriately design
adaptable for persons throughout life and therefore ensures that homes are a 
long term investment.   

adoption of the Lifetime Homes Standard for new residential development 
compliments the ODPM’s sustainable community component ‘Fair for Everyone’ 
as the stand

 
Recommendations – Not relevant.    
 
 
 
 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP12

 
phical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local author

ve adopted the UPS. 
 

–  

an Centres 

ghbourhoods 

eneration Areas 

ll Urban Infill 

e Urban Infill 

T
 Prime Minister, has recently published ‘A Decent Home Definition and Guidanc
lementation’ (June 2006).  Central Government therefore recognises that a 
 home is important for the health and well-being of those living in them.  Decen
are regarded as a key element of any thriving sustainable community.  The UPS
o outline a range of potential areas within a locality that may be appropriate
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high de
develop  then proposed.  In terms of delivering a decent home for all especially 

ose on low incomes it is deemed appropriate to analyse all the areas of development 
collectively and determine whether the development types proposed are likely to lead to 

e delivery of a decent home.  All the development types seek to promote mixed use 
development, the Department for Communities and Local Government has recently 
published a report which highlights that a successful mixed community should bring 
together the economic, social and physical aspects of renewal and development in a 
holistic manner to result in; 
 
* “high quality homes, services and opportunities for all; 
 
* narro antaged areas and the rest, and 
 
* de-co n in 
new areas of development.” 

(Depar
 
All the  
commu
 
An imp
though
Differin
that res

Access
and inc
ensure
environ

Recom the UPS should provide adequate scope 
for the provision of a range of housing sizes at high density, to accommodate present 

d s

 
    

nsity development.  Depending upon the area the most suitable type of 
ment is

th

th

wing of the gap between the most disadv

ncentration of deprivation, and prevention of social and economic segregatio

 
tment for Communities and Local Government, 2006). 

developments are encouraged to adopt mixed use, therefore ensuring that new
nities have readily accessible services and facilities.   

ortant component in the provision of a decent home for all is to ensure that even 
 development is undertaken at high density there is a diversity of property sizes.  
g sizes of property accommodating a range of bedrooms is important to ensure 
idential development is able to accommodate all household needs.   

 
ibility to key services and facilities is fundamental to preventing social exclusion 
reasing deprivation.  It is considered that the provisions in the UPS adequately 
 that access forms a key component of the design of a high density living 
ment.     

 
mendation – It is recommended that 

and future househol
   

izes.  

Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 4. More sustainable development patterns through good access 
s greater intensity of 

development where possible. 
 

to public transport, mix of u es and 

 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP2  

 
eographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local G

authorities that have adopted the UPS. 
 

 84



Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term and major posit
in the medium and longer term. 
 

Effect -  Policy APP2 states that its overriding objective is to design new 
patterns of movement that create a connected grid, with an analysis of existing
movement patterns, attractors and future development sites to determine 
approximate desire lines.  The Value of Public Space, published by CAB
that well-designed streets and public spaces encourage walking and cycling, and 
have the power to make the environment safer by reducing motor vehicle 
speeds.   It is therefore considered that the corre

ive 

 

 

E states 

ct implementation of this policy 
is anticipated to result in well designed streetscape, which seeks to promote the 

 

 

 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP3  

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 

e 
m and longer term. 

ties 
depends on taking equal account of the design of buildings, their location and the 

 policy aims to ensure 
the formation of high quality public space that is integrated into the urban 

ces 

es 
 spaces can be part of a wider network, connected internally and to 

surroundings and should be accessible to all therefore it is deemed that this 
 

 

 

 
 

adoption of more sustainable transportation modes, and therefore contribute 
positively to this policy.  It is perceived that over time the uptake of sustainable 
transportation modes is likely to increase due to the multiplier effect.  Therefore 
in the shorted term this policy will contribute positively but in the medium and 
longer term the policy is expected contribute significantly to this objective. 

Recommendation – Not relevant. 

 

 

authorities that have adopted the UPS. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term and major positiv
in the mediu
 
Effect -  CABE recognises that “creating sustainable communi

quality of the outdoor space” (CABE, 2005).  Within higher density development it 
is deemed important that where public space is provided it is of a good quality, 
and also accessible to all members of the community.  This

network.  CABE also acknowledges that “well-designed street and public spa
encourage walking and cycling, and have the power to make our environment 
safer by reducing vehicle speeds and use” (CABE, 2005).  APP3 acknowledg
that public

policy will contribute positively to the delivery of this objective in the short-long
term.   

Recommendations  –  Not relevant. 
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Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP5 
 

eographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 
uthorities that have adopted the UPS. 

itive in the short term and major positive 
in the medium and longer term. 

 
nsportation 

o a 

her 

ds and reduced traffic and vehicle speeds, 
which is likely to contribute positively to the uptake of walking cycling by the local 

 
Public transportation modes are also accommodated through the adoption of 

 

 

   

t. 

w 
t) 

different 

ent 
rt 

bove 50dph 
allowing greater scope for ground level uses and increased potential for 

 
Policy APP7 promotes the use and viability of public transport by encouraging 

 
ards) quotes, “For main urban areas and 

locations where access to public transport is good, a maximum of 1 space per 
dwelling is appropriate. Where an urban location has poor off-peak public 

G
a
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Pos

 

Effect     - Good access to public tra
and green modes are clearly facilitated within Play-Streets.  Accessibility t
choice means of transportation is facilitated through ensuring the delivery of a 
street morphology that seeks to facilitate connectivity and permeability to ot
streets with vital services and facilities for the resident population.  The 
streetscape also contains cycle stan

community.   

one-way streets and cul-de-sacs which fail to adequately allow bus transportation
to infiltrate. 

 
Recommendation – Not relevant.  
 
 
 
 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP7 

 
Geographical Spatial Extent- New residential development throughout the 
Essex Authorities adopting the documen

 
Effect – “Car parking also takes up a large amount of space in development, is 
costly to business and reduces densities. Reducing the amount of parking in ne
development (and in the expansion and change of use in existing developmen
is essential, as part of a package of planning and transport measures, to promote 
sustainable travel choices.” (PPG13 Transport). APP7 relates to the provision of 
car parking in new residential development through different methods at 
densities. The ODPM states that housing densities between 30dph-50dph are 
classified as making efficient use of land, and densities of new developm
above this are sought for locations that are supported by good public transpo
accessibility. Underground parking is preferable for densities a

developing at a higher intensity. 

car parking provision at less than 100% although the Essex Planning Officers
Association (Vehicle Parking Stand
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transport ser
2001). 

vic f 2 spaces per dwelling is appropriate ( August 

Recommendation – Not relevant. 

 

rban Place Supplement Policy: APP11 

eographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 
 tha

 

 

al services and contribute positively to the vitality of local centres 
and town centres.  Furthermore according to the Berkeley Group plc “denser 

ms, the 
 

will contribute positively to sustainable development by increasing the economic 
viability of providing transport and local services to the neighbouring community. 

 
 to ensure the production of well built and 

designed high density residential development, it is therefore likely to contribute 

 
ecommendation – Not relevant.    

es, a maximum o

 

 
  

 
 
U
 
G
authorities t have adopted the UPS. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Major positive in the short - long term. 
 

Effect – APP11 provides scope for developing good quality high density 
residential development in suitable locations.  Evidence suggests that developing
residential development at greater densities is likely to increase the viability of 
provision for loc

urban living is essential to providing financial credence to transport syste
reduction of car travel and energy use”.  It is therefore considered that this policy

Furthermore APP11 ultimately aims

positively to sustainable development by increasing the efficient utilisation of the 
land, and reducing the pressure on developing Greenfield land. 

R
 

Relationship with 
SEA Directive

SEA Objective 
   

 ficient use of the land should be promoted and priority 
should be given to previously developed land, underused land 
5. More ef

and vacant buildings. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 and major positive 
in the medium and longer term. 

 

 Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP6 

Geographical Spatial Extent- Throughout the Essex Authorities adopting the
document. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term
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Effect - In circular 01/05, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister encouraged
developments which make more efficient use of land (between 30 and 50 
dwellings per hectare net). Policy APP6 states the open space requirements per 
dwelling of high density housing de

 

velopments above 50dph, 60dph and for 
apartments. APP6 states that, “houses could have very small private gardens or 
yards,” and “the provision of private roof gardens should be considered on all 
developments and especially where the private, communal and public space 
standards are difficult to meet.” PPS9 stipulates that, “where sites have 

i of recognised local importance, local 
lanning authorities, together with developers, should aim to retain this interest or 

 
here the Policy makes no statement whether the parameters are for previously 

would be appropriate for infilling. In 2004/05, 78% of new dwellings were 
usly 

 

 

 

 
 

Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short-long term. 
 

f 
e potential of building at higher densities 

and the scope of more efficient uses of ground level land.  

On-street parking for the use of visitors is to meet the requirements of being 
limited, 90º to the street and in clusters of a maximum of 8 at convenient points. 
Within these clusters, a suitable tree is to be planted between the 4th and 5th 

 

sities and does not concern the requirement of prioritising Brownfield 
nd. The densities of development mentioned in the Policy are sufficiently high 

e in ling. 

Recommendation – It is recommended that this policy seeks to promote 
. 

 

significant biodiversity or geological nterest 
p
incorporate it into any development of the site.” 

W
developed or Greenfield land, it is assumed that higher density developments 

completed on previously developed land within Essex. “The re-use of previo
developed land for new development makes a major contribution to sustainable 
development by reducing the amount of countryside and undeveloped land that
needs to be used.” (PPS9 Key Principle 13).  

Recommendation -  Not relevant. 

 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP7 
 
Geographical Spatial Extent- Throughout the Essex Authorities adopting the 
document. 
 

Effect – The potential for using underground parking to meet the requirements o
new housing developments increases th

 

spaces.  

APP7 regards the options of different parking measures for developments at 
different den
la
to be incorporated into town centr fil

 

development on Brownfield land to increase the efficient utilisation of the land
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Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 

4) is environmental sensitivity.  
inimisation of waste disposed in land fill by increasing recycling is a 

ng 
therefore deemed that this policy will contribute positively by indirectly leading to 

 
aste recycling by 

encouraging the separation of waste. 
 

ilisation 
f the land as increased recycling rates will reduce the quantity of waste within 
nd fills. 

 

 
ban Place Supplement Policy: APP11 

al Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 
authorities that have adopted the UPS. 

Effect – The baseline context for Essex indicates that in terms of the number of 
es that have been constructed on Brownfield land in recent 

years Essex has continued to exceed the 60% target outlined in the Planning 
 3; Housing (2000).  Although Essex in totality has exceeded this 

target there are marked variations between the local authorities, for instance the 
ood and Epping Forest built 100% of all new residential 

developments on Brownfield land in 2004/2005, whilst Basildon and Harlow only 

y to seek to encourage development on 
rownfield land ensuring that land is utilised more efficiently. 

greater intensity of residential development, 

endat n – It is recommended that this policy seeks to encourage 
development on

 
 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP9 
 

authorities that have adopted the UPS. 
 

Effect – An important component of a sustainable community identified by the 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (200
M
fundamental component in reduci the quantity of waste disposed.  It is 

a rise in the quantity of household waste recycled by designing kitchens to 
accommodate waste disposal recycling facilities and appropriately designed 
communal waste storage facilities. 

Furthermore the policy seeks to encourage commercial w

In conclusion this policy is likely to contribute positively to the efficient ut
o
la

Recommendation – Not relevant. 
 
 
 

Ur
 

Geographic

 

residential properti

Policy Guidance

districts. Brentw

reached 10.37% and 11.76% respectively during the same period.  It is 
considered appropriate for this polic
B

 
Efficiency in the use of the land is however demonstrated in APP11 by promoting 

 
Recomm io

 Brownfield land.   
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Relationship with 
SEA Di

SEA Objective 
rective   

 6. New development not to increase flooding or river pollution. 
 

 
rban Place Supplement Policy: APP3  

 
eographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 

s tha

public space outlined in the policy is biodiversity, and 
also trees.  CABE (2005) concluded that appropriately designed, urban green 

s well as 
popular with local communities. It may 

sures within public spaces 
k 

ion measures that may be adopted in urban areas to reduce the likelihood 
of flooding.      

 

appropriate design measures that may be adopted to mitigate against flooding. 

an 
 shall affect the urban morphology within 

rh

. 
 

 to 

 
 Government may encounter such as 

 previously developed land.  As 
alongside rivers and on the floodplain it is 

highly likely that some previously developed land will be at risk of flooding.  
olicy APP4 aims to provide high density mixed use development within main 
rban centres, which are more likely to be on areas of previously developed land.  

 co irectly there is scope to adopt flood mitigation 
 en opment on the lower floors of the mixed use 

is available for public area sing is located on upper floors.  It 
would enhance  this policy if more emphasis was given on 
appropriate flood mitigation measures that may be adopted. 

U

G
authoritie t have adopted the UPS. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term - longer term. 
 
Effect - APP3 seeks to facilitate the delivery of public spaces.  An 
important component of a 

spaces along rivers can form a critical flood alleviation mechanism a
providing a high-quality amenity function 
be useful if the UPS sought to outline appropriate mea
that may be adopted in areas of flood risk.  APP11 also outlines some flood ris
mitigat

Recommendation  - It is recommended that this policy seeks to outline 

 
 

 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP4 

 
Geographical Spatial Extent – Within the Local Authorities that adopt the Urb

lace Supplement, the mixed-use streetP
and in close proximity to neighbou ood centres and town centres. 
 

 Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Negative in the short – long term

Effect     -  APP4 does not explicitly refer
flood risk management.   

PPG25 guidance recognises issues that the
seeking to encourage development on
development traditionally takes place 

P
u
However it is
measures by
buildings 

nsidered that ind
uring that devels

s, while hou
clarity in the delivery of
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Recommendation – It is recommended that the UPS seeks to outline some 
 

urhood centres which are more likely to 
e located within the floodplain.     

 
 
 
 

eographical Spatial Extent- Throughout the Essex Authorities adopting the 

 

o 

f 
, 

 
For instance in relation to hard landscaping permeable paving may be utilised to 

e 
 are in 

of heavy rainfall (reducing the risk of 
flooding), reducing the risk of river pollution and creating an amenity for urban 
dwellers” Essex County Council, 2005, 132).  SUDS are outlined in other policies 
in the UPS.  

 encourage additional landscape 
features within the residential environment that will reduce the likely occurrence 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Effect – Policy APP7 does not specify to any relevant detail the materials or 
 

 

possible flood mitigation measures that may be adopted, particularly for related
to development within town and neighbo
b

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP6 
 
G
document. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Uncertain in the short – long term. 

Effect – Policy APP6 details the open space specifications and options per 
dwelling, in high density developments. High density development is unlikely t
be granted in areas that are prone to flooding. However, Policy APP6 seeks to 
encourage the planting of trees in private communal areas.  Trees play a 
fundamental role in the sustainability of urban areas as they reduce the risk o
flooding.  However in relation to landscaping, other approaches may be used
particularly in areas of flood risk. 

increase infiltration and reduce surface run off.  Also Sustainable Urban Drainag
Systems (SUDS) should be promoted.  “The principle advantages of SUDS
regulating the flow of water in times 

 
Recommendation -   The policy should seek to

of flooding in residential environments. 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP7 
 
Geographical Spatial Extent- Throughout the Essex Authorities adopting the 
document. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Negative in the short – long term. 

flood mitigation measures that are to be used in any of the parking options. 
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Recommendation –  It is recommended that this policy outlines the relevant 
appropriate for car parking. 

 
 

rban Place Supplement Policy: APP11 
 

eographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 

Temporal Nature of the Effect  - Negative in the short – long term. 
 

drainage systems, there is a lack of information that seeks to outline how 
d 
 the 

 
ria for development on the floodplain at high 

density would enhance the delivery of the UPS. 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP12 

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local authorities 
that have adopted the UPS. 
 
Effect 
 

) Urban Centres 
 
(2) Nei

(3) Reg

) Small Urban Infill 
 

) Large Urban Infill 

PP12 fails to take into account flood defence measures, and other policies within the 
y address this issue. 

 
is recommended that new development should seek to take into 

onsideration the suitability of the land for development with regards to flooding. 

flood mitigation measures deemed 
 

U

G
authorities that have adopted the UPS. 
 

Effect – Although APP13 seeks to encourage the utilisation of sustainable 

compact residential development may be constructed within the floodplain, an
given the pressure on some areas particularly in south Essex for housing and
extent of the floodplain this is clearly an important issue. 

Recommendations – Design crite

 
 
 

 

–  

(1

ghbourhoods 
 

eneration Areas 
 
(4

(5
 
A
UPS fail to adequatel

Recommendations – It 
c
 
Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 7. New development to help to reduce water consumption per 
capita. 
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Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 

 - Negative in the sort – long term. 

Effect -  Water is becoming an increasingly precious resource; however no 

 is 
ests 
e use 

 
• ensuring that there are no leaking taps;  

 

lic 

 
 

y: APP13  

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 

l Natu

Effect – APP13 r conservation measures including 
rainwater harvesting and storage system and all development must be of 

rvation.  It is 
ent throughout Essex water 

u
 

 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP3  

authorities that have adopted the UPS. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect
 

reference is made within APP3 with regards to water consumption and the 
implications of maintenance of public spaces. Baseline data shows that Essex
one of the driest counties in the country. The Green Flag Award Team sugg
that for public green spaces “Managers will be expected to demonstrate wis
of water by, for example: 

• ensuring that water features such as ponds and lakes do not leak; 

• ensuring fixtures and appliances are water efficient;  
• ensuring rainwater and wastewater is captured, recycled and used within the

park” 

Recommendations - Consideration should be given to how pub
spaces are to be maintained and to ensuring that water is used efficiently. 

 
Urban Place Supplement Polic

 

authorities that have adopted the UPS. 
 
Tempora re of the Effect - Major positive in the short – long term. 

 outlines a range of wate
 

maximum BRE Eco-Home/BREEAM score  for water conse
concluded that within areas of new developm
consumption is anticipated to be red ced. 

Recommendations – Not relevant.  
 
 

 

Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 8. Improve air quality. 
 

 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP3  
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evelopment throughout the local 

authorities that have adopted the UPS. 

emporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term - longer term. 

ffect - In the document ‘Living Places, Cleaner, Safer, Greener’ the 
overnment uses these terms as well as ‘liveability’ to describe a range of 

le the combined effect of seemingly 
small issues which can affect the quality of people’s local communities. 

nd use of public spaces can help to combat poor air quality, for 
xample the difference in temperatures between parks and that of the 

 to  
om the park  to adjacent buildings. Poor air quality in a town can be ameliorated 

by the fresh air blown out of parks. Air in parks has also been found to be purer 
 

l 

roved air quality within urban 
reas.   

 

 
 
 

 

 

t 
public transportation 

and green modes are clearly facilitated within Play-Streets.  Accessibility to a 
a 

to other 

s, 
ing by the local 

community.   
 

ublic transportation modes are also accommodated through resulting the 
doption of one-way streets and cul-de-sacs which fail to adequately allow bus 
ansportation to infiltrate. 

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new d

 
T
 
E
G
initiatives to improve public spaces and tack

 
The layout a
e
surrounding urban areas gives rise  a ‘park breeze’ a gentle wind that blows
fr

than that of its surroundings, despite being close to heavy traffic (CABE, The
Value of Public Space). Car ownership in Essex is much higher than the nationa
average with 38.7% of households owning two or more cars compared to the 
England and Wales average of 29.4%.  Policy APP3 discusses the fact that 
development proposals may be designed to enhance the local microclimate 
therefore it is likely to aid in the formation of imp
a

Recommendations – It is recommended that APP3 refers to the impact public 
spaces may have upon air quality within urban areas. This would seek to 
enhance the delivery of this policy. 

 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP5 

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within the Local Authorities that adopt the Urban 
Place Supplement. 

Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term - longer term. 
 
Effect - The baseline context for the County of Essex demonstrates tha
the principal source of air pollution is traffic.  Good access to 

choice means of transportation is facilitated through ensuring the delivery of 
street morphology that seeks to facilitate connectivity and permeability 
streets with vital services and facilities for the resident population.  The 
streetscape also contains cycle stands and reduced traffic and vehicle speed
which is likely to contribute positively to the uptake of walking cycl

P
a
tr
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ecommendation – Not relevant. 

APP8 

. w 
ities adopting the document. 

ium 

 
e 

proving air quality. “Local planning authorities … 
ling.” 

urce of air 

 

 to an improvement in 

 
Recommendation – Not relevant. 

12 

 

 
 

(1) Urb
 
(2) Neighbourhoods 
 
(3) Regeneration Areas 
 
(4) Small Urban Infill 
 
(5) Large Urban Infill 
 

The baseline context for Essex demonstrates that the main source of air pollution is 
from traffic.  Clearly an improvement in air quality would be anticipated if more 

R
 
 
 
 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: 
 
Geographical Spatial Extent- Ne development throughout the Essex 
Author

 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term and in the med
and longer term it is likely to be a major positive due to the multiplier effect. 

Effect – An increase in bicycle use as a preference to the use of cars can b
seen as an active way of im
should seek to reduce car dependency by facilitating more walking and cyc
PPG3 (Housing).  Evidence suggests that within  Essex the largest so
pollution is from the private car.   

APP8 regards the provision and design of effective cycle parking measures 
therefore seeks to promote cycle use contributing positively
air quality. 

 
 
 
 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP

 
Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 
authorities that have adopted the UPS. 

Temporal Nature of the Effect - Major positive in the short – long term. 

Effect –  
 

an Centres 
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persons utilised 
public transp

mo nsport modes, particularly walking, cycling and 
ortatio    The fundamental objectives of the Office of the Deputy Prime 

Minister’s Planning
 

• Promote more sustainable transport choices for both people, 
• Promote accessibility to jobs, shopping, leisure facilities and services by public 

lki
he nee  to travel, especially by car. 

APP12 clearly seek
Government resear reases in density, be it in rural or urban 
locations, could enhance the viability of local services and compensate for the 
reduction in occupancy rates” (House of Commons, 1998).  By increasing the 
viability of public transportation it is anticipated that the quality, frequency and 
relia  uptake is likely to rise and therefore 
reduce the negative externalities traffic contributes to the air quality.   

 
Fur t types highlighted in APP12 seek to 
promote to varying degrees depending upon location mixed use development.  
Mix ide
community facilities within easy access of the community, therefore reducing the 
need to travel, and increasing the scope for utilisation of more sustainable 
tran . It 
is th
imp

 
Rec

 
 
 

re sustainable tra
n.
 Policy Guidance 13; Transport relevant to APP12 include; 

transport, wa
• Reduce t

ng and cycling, 
d

 
s to promote high density mixed use development.  Central 
ch concluded that “inc

bility of the service provision and patronage

thermore all the high density developmen

ed use development seeks to prov  a range of services, employment and 

sportation modes, particularly green travel modes such as walking and cycling
erefore considered that APP12 is likely to contribute positively to the 
rovement in air quality. 

ommendation – Not relevant.  

Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 9. Promote more sustainable transport choices and reduce the 
need to travel by car.   
 

 

 
 

logy 

 
r 

The layout of the Mixed-Use streetscape seeks to facilitate 
accessibility by a choice mode of transportation, therefore it is likely that this type 

endency and increase the uptake of more 
sustainable transportation modes.  Other forms of transportation are promoted 
through the provision of parking facilities for bicycles, constructing the road to 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP4  

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within the Local Authorities that adopt the
Urban Place Supplement, the mixed-use street shall affect the urban morpho
within and in close proximity to neighbourhood centres and town centres. 

Temporal Nature of the Effect - Major positive in the short term - longe
term. 
 
Effect - 

of layout will seek to reduce car dep

 96



ensure that i
transit an

t m  vehicles over 7.5tonnes therefore facilitate bus 
d aesthetically pleasing footpaths.   

Recommendation – Not relevant.  

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP7 
 

hout the Essex Authorities adopting the 
document. 
 

 

ates that, “The availability of car parking has a major influence on the 
means of transport people choose for their journeys. Some studies suggest that 

ant than levels of public transport provision 
in determining means of travel (particularly for the journey to work) even for 

y w lic transport.” 

It is documente ’s population  
travel to work using private transport compared to the England and Wales figure 
of 56%. Similarly, car ownership in the county is much higher at 38.7% (owning 
two cars or more) than the figure of 29.4% in England and Wales.  

d high densities of over 50dph, a 
uita t 

business and reduces densities. Reducing the amount of parking in new 

avel choices.
 

 of i s a 
se 

 
ing facilities where 

s on the 

 

ay accommodate

 

 
 
 
 

Geographical Spatial Extent- Throug

Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term - longer term. 
 

Effect – Policy APP7 encourages car parking provision at less than 100%. 
PPG13 st

levels of parking can be more signific

locations ver
 

ell served by pub

d in baseline data for the county, that 58% of Essex

 
The parking options documented in APP7 regar
figure that the ODPM regard as s ble only in locations where the developmen
can be supported by good public transport accessibility. PPG13 states that, “Car 
parking also takes up a large amount of space in development, is costly to 

development is essential, as part of a package of planning and transport 
measures, to promote sustainable tr ” 

The option ncorporating car-sharing schemes in new developments reflect
sustainable method of transport for the new development, particularly in the u
of battery/LGP powered vehicles. However the practicality of such a scheme 
could only be a small part of a much larger parking scheme. 

It is concluded that this policy seeks to minimise car park
appropriate, and also seeks to reduce the prominanace of car
streetscape by prmoting the adoption of underground parking.  It is therefore 
regarded that this policy will contribute positively to this objective by making 
alternative sustainable transportation modes more user friendly.  

Recommendation – Not relevant. 
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Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP8 
 

 

rovisions can be seen to promote the 
use of cycling as a more sustainable transport choice. “Local planning authorities 

dency by facilitating more walking and 
ycling.” PPG3 (Housing). 

Policy APP8 stipulates the need to make ‘connections between home and 
destination...as safe as practical possible’ through the shared use of 
underground, under deck and under-croft car parking areas and the presence of 
cycle parking located from a street entrance on the ground floor of a building. 
They need to be preferably weather-protected, and secure from theft or damage. 
Sheffield type stands and racks, wall mounted bars, cycle 
lockers, locking devices and proprietary systems are all effective ways of 
delivering this. 

 
The design principles of safe and convenient cycle parking for residents, 
addresses the fears stressed in the Essex Cycling Strategy of a “Lack of secure 
cycle parking in residential areas, and town and local centres,” and responds to 
the need for, “provision of covered, secure cycle storage in new houses” 
(Objective 3: To improve cycle security). 

 
Policy SE7: Provide cycle parking  (of the National Cycling Strategy June 1998), 
states, “Uncertainty over where to park or concern over security of cycles, 
particularly when parked for longer periods of time, can be a deterrent to cycling. 
These concerns appear justified given the high numbers of cycles stolen every 
year.” In the delivery of cycle parking that is safe, secure, covered and close to 
home, residents could well reduce the need to travel by car and adopt the use of 
bicycles for short journeys.  

 
Recommendation – Not relevant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Geographical Spatial Extent- New development throughout the Essex 
Authorities adopting the document. 
 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Major positive in the short term - longer 
term. 

Effect – Within new residential developments, the presence of ‘safe, secure, 
covered and close to home’ cycle parking p

… should seek to reduce car depen
c
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Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 10. Design new development carefully with respect to the historic 
context. 

 
 
Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 11. Increase the proportion of waste to be recycled and ensure 
the design and layout of new development supports sustainable 
waste management. 
 

 
 
Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP9 

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 
authorities that have adopted the UPS. 

r 

 
Effect – APP9 seeks to ensure that the utilisation of waste recycling facilities 
forms an important component of the construction of a new development, by 
stating that “provision should be made within each home for the separation and 
short term storage of organic waste, dry recyclables and any residual waste” 
(Essex County Council, 2006, UPS).  It is deemed that by ensuring that kitchens 
in new developments are designed to accommodate recycling storage facilities 
that the rate of household recycling is likely to rise.  Currently the recycling rate in 
Essex is 29.8%, a figure which has grown steadily for the past 10 years and the 
percentage of waste going into landfill has been reduced over the same period. 

 
The design criteria for communal waste storage is likely to contribute positively to 
the development of a high quality built environment where people will choose to 
live, as it compliments the ‘well-designed and built’ component outlined by the 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in Sustainable Communities; Building for the 
Future (2004).  Accessibility for pedestrians and collection vehicles ensures that 
waste can be disposed of efficiently and conveniently in a user friendly way.  
Secured by Design Principles are also indirectly evident, it is important for the 
maintenance of a safe residential environment that quality maintenance and 
management of the facilities is possible, the design criteria seeks to ensure that 
adequate space between containers is available to facilitate cleaning.  Also 
safety is enhanced for the local residents by electronic key fobs restricting 
access to local residents only.  Public health and mitigation of any smells from 
the communal waste facility is also addressed by ensuring adequate ventilation 
exists.        

 
Recommendation – Not relevant. 

 
 

 

 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Major positive in the short term - longe
term. 
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Relationship with 
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 12. Promote the use of renewable energy. 
 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP13 
 
Geographical Spatial Extent – Within new development throughout the local 
authorities that have adopted the UPS. 

Temporal Nature of the Effect - Positive in the short term - medium term 
and major positive in the longer term. 

 

 actively seeks to promote the utilisation of renewable energy for 
new de o e a t
therefor  this n 
the lon r more developments will contain renewable energy 
source

 
Recomme

 
 

Effect – APP13
vel pments, abov hreshold of 1000sq metres or 10 dwellings.  It is 
e anticipated that  contributes positively to this objective, especially i

term because ge
s. 

ndations – Not relevant. 
 
Relationship w hit  
SEA Directive  

SEA Objective 
 

 13. Minimise pollution and resource consumption. 
 

 
 

Urban Place Supplement Policy: APP4 
 

Geographical Spatial Extent – Within the Local Authorities that adopt the 
Urban Place Supplement, the mixed-use street shall affect the urban morphology 
within and in close proximity to neighbourhood centres and town centres. 

 
Temporal Nature of the Effect - Major positive in the short term - longer 
term. 
 
Effect - APP4 promotes the planting of trees, to form tree lined vistas 
within urban areas, particularly in and surrounding neighbourhood and town 
centres.  The Air Resources Board based in California conducted research on 
the effect trees may have on the air quality.  Overall it is considered that the 
planting of trees within urban centres will contribute positively to the air quality 
throughout the districts that choose to adopt the UPS.   

 
The research undertaken by the Air Resource Board (2002) demonstrates that 
the benefit to air quality is due to the cooling effect of their shade and removing 
certain pollutants.  “By cooling, trees reduce evaporative emissions from vehicles 
and other fuel storage.  By cooling homes and offices, trees reduce power 
generation emissions.  General cooling also reduces the speed of chemical 
reactions that lead to the formation of ozone and particulate matter” (ARB, 2002).  
Also evidence suggests that “leaves and needles have surface area that can 
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 101

removal (deposition) of o  extent 
ese 

specific pollutant of inter
 

rta t will 
ce car depe  uptake of more sustainable 

mod th orms of transportation are promoted through the 
structing the road to ensure that it 

ver 7.5tonnes therefore facilitate bus transit and 
us it is anticipated that this will contribute 

positively to an improvement in air quality. 

 Not relevant. 

allow for 
particulate 
factors incl
leaf area, as well as the 

The layout of the Mixed-Use streetscape s
choice mod
seek to redu
transportatio
provision of 
may accommodate vehi
aesthetical

zone, nitrogen dioxide and to a lesser
 factors affect pollutant removal.  Th
air is in contact with the leaf, the amount of 

est” (ARB, 2002).   

eeks to facilitate accessibility by a 
tion, therefore it is likely that this type of layou

matter.  Several different
ude how long a parcel of 

e of transpo
ndency and increase the

n es.  O
parking facilities

cles
ly pleasing footpaths.  Th

er f
 for bicycles, con
 o

 
Recommendation –
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Chapter 5  
 
10. UPS Issues and Alternatives 
 

The SEA Directive states that ‘where an Environmental Assessment is required 
under Article 3 (1), an Environmental Report shall be prepared in which the likely 
significant effects on the environment of implementing the plan and programme, 
and reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and the 
geographical scope of the plan or programme, are identified, described and 
evaluated’ (SEA Directive, Article 5).  Outlined below are the main options that 
have been subject to assessment.  These are as follows: 

 
10.1 UPS options: 
 

 Option A –  Continue Present Approach with no Urban Place 
Supplement. 

 
 Option B –  Adoption of the Urban Place Supplement by Local 

Authorities within Essex that agree to implement. 
 

 Option C –  District Wide Approach – whereby Districts 
implement SPD on High Density/Environmentally Friendly and 
Contextually Sensitive Development Design. 

 
 



Table 23 - Ur
 

b  Pl e Supplement SEA/SA  - Comparison o the Urban Place Supplem n Op ons

Option A – Continue Present 
Approach with no Urban Place 
Supplement. 
 

Option B – Adoption of the Urban Place 
Supplement by Local Authorities within 
Essex that agree to implement. 

Option C – District Wide Approach – 
whereby Districts implement SPD on 
High Density/Environmentally 
Friendly and Contextually Sensitive 
Development Design.  

an ac f e t ti   

Sustainabilit
Objective 

y 

Performan
ce Short, 
Medium 
and Long 
Term   

Commentary/ 
Explanation  

Performance 
Short, Medium 
and Long Term  

Commentary/ 
Explanation 

Performa
nce 
Short, 
Medium 
and Long 
Term   

Commentary/ 
Explanation 

2. To 
conserve 

e 

integrating 
biodiversity 
and green 
space into 
new 
development
. 

 

and enhanc
biodiversity, 
and 
designated 
areas, 

2. Ensure high 
design quality 
to create 
attractive living 
environments 
where people 
will chose to 
live. 

? ? ? Evidence suggests that 
currently there is a lack 
of coherent planning 
for higher density, 
environmentally 
friendly and 
contextually sensitive 
development design 
throughout Essex.  As 
a result there has been 
a variation in the 
quality of design, public 
acceptability and the 
degree of integration 
into the existing urban 
morphology.  
Throughout Essex not 
all new high rise 
developments have 
been deemed 
acceptable by their 

   CABE conclude that the 
traditional perception of 
design as solely a site 
specific issue is no 
longer appropriate.  It is 
therefore recommended 
that planner’s seek to 
utilise a range of policy 
tools to outline design 
within both a local and 
strategic context.  By 
delivering design policies 
at the strategic level 
there will be an improved 
framework for “private 
and public investment 
decisions and 
mechanisms for the 
conservation of key 
natural and built 
resources” (CABE, 2005, 

? ? ? Similarly to the effects 
likely to be experienced by 
adopting option A, there is 
likely to be variation in the 
quality guidance produced 
by the various local 
authorities that choose to 
adopt a Supplementary 
Planning Document on 
high density, 
environmentally friendly 
and contextually sensitive 
design principles.  It is 
therefore anticipated that 
the effect in the short, 
medium and long term is 
uncertain.  
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3. Provide a 
ecent home 

for everyone 
and affordable 
housing for all 
those on low 
incomes. 
 

d

4. More 
sustainable 
development 
patterns 
through good 
access to 
public 
transport, mix 
of uses and 
greater 
intensity of 
development 
where 
possible. 
 
5. More 
efficient use of 
the land 
should be 
promoted and 
priority should 
be given to 
previously 
developed 
land, 
underused 
land and 
vacant 

   residents and local 
communities.   
 
The continuation of the 
Continuation with the 
present approach is 
therefore likely to lead 
to similar variation in 
the quality of high 
density, 
environmentally more 
sustainable and 
contextually sensitive 
development evident 
throughout Essex.  It is 
therefore anticipated 
that by adopting option 
A the likely effect will 
be dependent upon the 
quality of design 
implemented by the 
developers and/or 
planners at the pre-
application stage of 
development, therefore 
it is uncertain as to the 
overall effect in the 
short, medium and 
longer term.    

   10). 
 
The adoption of the 
Urban Place Supplement 
by Local Authorities 
within Essex that agree 
to implement seeks to 
ensure the delivery of a 
clear, rigorous and 
compatible framework 
with the Essex context.  
Also seeks to ensure that 
all authorities that agree 
to adopt the Urban Place 
Supplement pursue high 
quality high density, 
environmentally sensitive 
and contextually 
sensitive development.  
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buildings. 
 
6. New 
developm
not to inc
flooding o
river poll
 
7. New 
developm
to help to 
redu
con
per capita. 
 
8. Improve air 
quality. 
 
9. Promote 
more 
su
transpo
choi
redu
need to travel
by c
 
10. De
new 
developm
c
respec
histori
context. 
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ent 
rease 
r 
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ent 

ce water 
sumption 
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Chapter 6 

 Monitoring Implementation of Urban Place Supplement 
 
 11 The SEA Directive states that “Member States shall monitor the 
 significant environmental effects of the impleme tation of plans and programmes 
 in order, inter alia, to identify at an early stage u foreseen adverse effects, and to 
 be able to undertake appropriate remedial actio ” (Article.10.1).  Furthermore the 
 En nmental Report shall include “a description of the measures envisaged 
 concerning monitoring” (Annex 1 (i)).  This Chapter aims to outline the monitoring 
 framework for the Draft Urban Place Supplement 
 
 The monitoring of the Urban Place Supplement “allows the actual significant 
 environmental effects of implementing the plan or programme to be tested 
 against those predicted” (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005, 39).  The 
 monitoring of the Urban Place Supplemen l aid in the identification of any 
 problems that may arise during the Urban Place Supplement implementation.  

 
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister published ‘Sustainability Appraisal of 
Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents’ (November, 
2005).  This guidance demonstrates that the monitoring framework should 
consider the following; 

 
• l extent of itori e.g.  to 

targ d mon ng w her e

le
l

• How to present the monitoring information with regard to its purpose and 
the expertise of those who will have to act upon the information (e.g. 
information may have to be presente non-
environmental specialists). 

eputy Prime Minister, 20 9) 

e SEA monitoring framework

 

 
11.

.1 

viro

n
n
n

t wil

the time, frequency and geographica
timeframes for ets, an itori
be short, medium or long term); 

• Who is responsib  for the different m
co lection processing and evaluation of socia
economic information; and 

mon ng (  link
het the eff cts is predicted to 

onitoring tasks, including the 
l, environmental and 

d in a form accessible to 

05, 14

 for the Urban Place Supplement 

(Source; Office of the D
 

Table 24 out
significant ef
 

lines th
fects. 



 
Table 24 - Urban Place Supplement – Monitoring Framework 
 
 

SEA Objectives 
 

Monitoring Activity Responsible 
Authority 

Temporal Extent 
(Frequency of 
Monitoring) 

Presentation 
Format 

Any Issues with 
the Monitoring 

Targets 

Change in the 
population numbers 
of protected species 
highlighted in the 
Essex Biodiversity 
Action Plan.  

Essex County 

Council  

Annual Tabulated  Context 

Change in the 
geographical extent 
of protected habitats 
highlighted in the 
Essex Biodiversity 
Plan. 

Essex County 

Council 

Annual Spatial maps  Context 

Proportion and 
number of approved 
applications which 
contravene 
established 

een 

Local Authority Annual 

 

 

Tabulated 

 

 

May not currently 

be collected 

Metropolitan Gr
Belt protocol. 

Context 

Net change in area of 
Green Belt and 
location and area of 
deletions / additions. 

Essex County 

Council 

Annual Spatial maps  Context 

1. To conserve and enhance 

biodiversity, and designated 

areas, integrating biodiversity 

and green space into 

development 

Increase in area of 
new woodland 

Local Authority Annual Spatial Maps  Context 
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provided in priority 
areas identified in 
ENV4 of the Draft 

 Plan East of England
(2004). 
Regional stock and 
condition of Nationa
Parks, Areas of 
Outstanding Natural 

l 

Beauty and Heritage 
Coasts. 

ature Every 3 years Tabulated  Context English N

 

Regional stock and 
condition of 
RAMSAR sites, 
Special Protection 

 

of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI). 

h Nature Every 3 years. Tabulated  

Areas, Special Areas
of Conservation, 
National Nature 
Reserves and Sites 

Context Englis

Monitor change
the Index of 
Deprivation 
througho
Districts tha

s in 

ut all the 
t choose 

e 
the 

hority

to adopt the UPS 
(including th
alterations in 
domains). 

Context Local Aut 4 Years Tabulated  2. Ensure high design quality t

create attractive living 

environments where people 

chose to l

o 

will 

ive. 

Context Local Authority Annual Tabulated May not be 

recorded at 

To monitor the 
number and 
proportion of 
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planning applications present. 
with conditions 
related to 
landscaping. 
To monitor the 
number and 
proportion of 
planning applications 
with fully inclusive 
access. 

10% of 
housing units 

ts 

al 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated. May not be 

recorded at 

present. 
in 
developmen
of 25 or more 
dwellings are 
designed, or 
capable of 
easy 
adaptation to, 
housing for 
long term 
needs. 
(Rochford 
District Loc
Plan) 

 

Monitor garden sizes 
f 

 

 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated May not be 

onitored at 

present. 

outlined in planning 
applications. 

With the 
exception o
flats, new 
housing 
should have at
least 50 sqm 
of usable 
garden space 
which is not
directly 
overlooked by 
neighbouring 

roperties. p
 

m
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Rear gardens
should be at 
east 10 

 

 

 the 

should be 
25m2 per 
dwelling 
 

l
metres in 
depth. This 
may be 
reduced if the 
developer can 
demonstrate 
hat there is a t

benefit in 
designing wide
fontage 
houses in 
which garden 
area would 
exceed 50 
metres. 
 
For flats,
garden size 

 

nts. developments 

30-50 
s per 

is 

To monitor the 
housing density of 
new developme

For new 
housing 

housing 
densities of 

dwelling
hectare 
ensure land 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated  
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utilised 
efficiently. 
 

To monitor th
number of new 

e 

developments that 
take place on 
previously developed 
land. 

l 

 of 

Local Authority 

– Essex 

County 

Council as 

part of the 

SLA. 

Annual Tabulated  By 2008 60% 
of additiona
housing 
should be 
provided on 
previously 
developed 
and and l
through 
conversions
existing 
buildings 

 

To monitor crime by 
r of 

Crime 

ome 

Office 

Annual Tabulated  
type and numbe
offences. 

Context 

Statistics 

Online, H

To monitor the 

population of

District. 

 each 

Context Office of 

Statistics 

Annual  Tabulated  

National 

3. Provide a decent home for 

everyone and affordable 

housing for all those on low 

n 

se 

alterations in the 

Statistics 

Online 

  incomes Monitor changes i
the Index of 
Deprivation 
throughout all the 
Districts that choo
to adopt the UPS 
(including the 

Context National Annual Tabulated 
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domains). 
Monitor the numb
of residential 
dwellings that meet 
the decent homes 
standard by 2010. 

er Context Local Authority Annual Tabulated  
 

To monitor the 
number of affordable 
housing units 
developed. 

A target of 
35% of new 
units from the 
total of all sites 
in the District 
should form 
the basis for 
negotiation as 

d 
affordable 
housing. 
(Rochford 
District 
Council) 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated  

subsidise

 
4. More sustainable transport 

development patterns through 

good access to public transport 

mix of uses and greater intensity 

of development where possible. 

arriers 
and 

of 
 

 

The Urban 
Design 
Compendium 
states major 
residential 
developments 
should be: 
 

s(m) 
from a post or 
telephone box 
 

Local Authority 4 Years Tabulated / 

Spatial Maps

To monitor B
to Housing 
Services Indices 
Deprivation Domain
with particular 
reference to the 
Geographical 
Barriers Sub Domain.

250metre

 

 116



400m fro
newsagents 

m a 

 
800m from 
local shops, 
bus stop, 
health centre 
and perhaps a 
primary school 

rural 
households 
who live within 
13 minutes 
walking 
distance of an 

 
Percentage of 

hourly bus 
service. 

Monitor t
the number of 
passenger tr
journeys und

he change in 

ansport 
ertaken 

by sustainable 
transport. 

Essex County 

Council   

Annual  Context Tabulate  

To monitor housing 
density for new 
developments. 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated  Context 

To monitor floor 
space in terms of 
size and type.  

DCLG Annual Spatial Maps 

/ Tabulated 

 Context 

To monitor 
alterations in the 

Census 10 Years Spatial Maps  All new 
employers 
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mode of 
n 

ore than 
s 

employers 
with Green 
Commuter 
Plans 

/ Tabulated  
transportatio
adopted by 
commuters. 

with m
50 employee
to implement 
Green 
Commuter 
Plans, and all 

c major publi
bodies to 
implement 
them by 2006. 
 
Number of 

To monitor
number of new 

 the 

hat 

eloped 

Context Essex County Annual Tabulated / 

ps

 

developments t
take place on 
previously dev
land. 

Council Spatial ma

5. More efficient use of the land 

should be promoted and priority 

should be given to previously 

developed land, underused land 

and vacant buildings. Context. 
 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated  To monitor the 
housing density of 
new developments. 

6. New development not to 

increase flooding or river 

pollution. 

 

ers close 

ments 

. 

Context  Local Authority Annual  Tabulated  To monitor water 

levels in riv

to new develop

and mitigate any 

changes in depth
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To monitor water 

quality of rivers 

running through 

developments. Wate

can be monitor

both its biologica

chemical quality, 

new 

r 

ed for 

l and 

including phosphate 

and nitrate levels. 

Context  Environment Annual Tabulated  

Agency 

 

Monitor the number 

of planning 

applications in areas 

of flood risk. 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated  May not be 

monitored at 

present. 

Context 

 Monitor the number 

of planning 

applications that 

contain conditions 

which impose flood 

mitigation measures. 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated  May not be 

monitored at 

present. 

Context 

7. New development to help 

reduce water consumption per 

capita. 

To monitor average 

water consumption in 

each district. 

Water 

companies 

Annual Tabulated  Context 
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To monitor plannin

applications which 

feature water 

conservation

g 

 

measures as part of 

their design. 

thority Annual Tabulated May not be 

monitored at 

present. 

Context Local Au 

Monitor alterations in 

air quality levels 

throughout the 

District that 

implement the UPS. 

Local Authority Annual Tabulated  Context 8. Improve air quality 

 

To monitor 
alterations in the 
mode of 
transportation 
adopted by 
commuters. 

e than 
yees 

o implement 

ll 

of 
s 

with Green 

Census 10 Years Spatial Maps 

/ Tabulated 

To monitor 
alterations in the 
mode of 
transportation 
adopted by 
commuters. 

All new 
employers 
with mor
50 emplo
t
Green 
Commuter 
Plans, and a
major public 
bodies to 
implement 
them by 2006. 
 
Number 
employer

Commuter 
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Plans  
Monitor the 

percentage of 

journeys taken by 

car. 

 

ate car 
 in 

by 2020. 

Essex County 

Council 

Annual Tabulated  Increase the 
proportion of 
journeys taken
by modes 
other than the 

rivp
from 29%
1998 to 35% 

To monitor the 

number of passenge

transport journeys 

undertaken by 

r 

public 

Context Essex County 

Council 

Annual Tabulated

transport. 

  

To monitor the 

percentage of 

footpaths and other 

Public Rights of Way 

which were easy to 

use by members of 

the public. 

Context 

Council 

Annual Tabulated  Essex County 

9. Promote more sustainable 

transport choices and reduce 

the need to travel by car 

 

n crossings 

Context Essex County 

Council 

Annual Tabulated  Percentage of 

pedestria

with facilities for 
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disabled people. 

To monitor Barr
to Housing and 
Services Indices of
Deprivation Domain 
with particular 
reference to the 

iers 

 

n. 

The Urban 
Design 
Compendium 
states major 
residential 
developments 

: 

250metres(m) 
from a post or 
telephone box 
 
400m from a 
newsagents 

800m from 

bus stop, 

and perhaps a 
primary school 

 

n 

walking 
distance of an 
hourly bus 

hority 4 Years Tabulated / 

Spatial Maps

 

Geographical 
Barriers Sub Domai

should be
 

 

 

Local Aut

local shops, 

health centre 

 
Percentage of
rural 

ouseholds h
who live withi

3 minutes 1

service. 
Monitor the number Urban Essex County Annual Tabulated  
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 of public transport 
services to ensure 
the minimum 
accessibility level is 
maintained. 

Regional 
Interchange 
Centres – 
quarter-hourly 
service during 
day for 90% of 

ds/jo
ly 

evening 
services 
 
Other urban 
centres – half 
hourly service 
during day for 
90% of 
households/jo
bs plus hourly 
evening 
services 
 
Peri-urban 
areas – hourly 
daytime 
service (and 2 
in peak) for 
75% of 
households/jo
bs plus limited 
evening 
service. 
 
Market towns 
– Up to 5 

Council 

househol
bs plus hour
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services 
(including 2 in 
peak) per day 

r %fo
h
b
 

 50
use

 of 
ldso

s 
ho /jo

10. Design new de

carefully with a res

historic context. 

  e
t 
 t
t.

c

vel

pec

op

t t

me

o th

nt 

e 

Mo
of p
app
con
ha

dev
sym
oc

nit
la
lic
tai
t s
el
p

al c

or t
nni
ati
n c
eek
op
ath
on

he
ng 
ons
on
 to

men
etic
tex

 nu

 th
dit

m

at 
ion
nsu
is 
o th
 

ber 

s 
re 

e 

t

l

Context Local Authority Annual Tabulated May not be 

urrently 

monitored. 

Red

of w

ina

on 

201

of 5

u  q

a goin

l osal

20 evel

0  in t

0 y 20

t T edce t

ste 

disp

00 l

 and

% b

he uan

g to

 by 

s b

he 

50. 

tity 

 

20% 

y 

order 

f

Con ext Es

C

se

oun

x C

cil

ou

 

nty Annual abulat   11. Increase

waste to be recycl sure

the design a

development supp

sustainable waste na ent

 

m or ch

n the ck, t

apacity and ti

f waste 

anagement 

facilities.  

Cont x 

unci

T ed Cou

l 

ntEs

Co

seext an

ype

loca

ges 

, 

on 

onit

 sto

 

. 

i

c

o

m

To 

 the proportion of 

ed a

nd layout of new 

orts

ma

nd

 

 en

gem

 

 

y Annual abulat  



To monitor waste 

arising and the 

amounts of waste 

recycled, recovered 

or going for disposal. 

Context Essex County 

Council  

Annual Tabulated  

To seek to recover 

the maximum value 

in terms of recycling 

and energy creation 

from waste. 

Context  Essex County 

cil 

Annual Tabulated  

Coun

To monitor the 

recovery of municipal 

waste to ensure 

recovery is within 

targets. 

Recovery of: 
 
50% at 2010 
 
70% at 2015 

Essex County 

Council 

Annual Tabulated  

 

To monitor the 

recovery of 

commercial and 

industrial waste to 

ensure recovery is 

within targets. 

Recovery of: 
 
66% at 2005 
 
75% at 2015 
 

Essex County 

Council 

Annual Tabulated  

12. Promote the use of To monitor the Context Local Authority Annual Tabulated May not be 
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renewable energy 

 

number of planning 

applications that 

integrates renewable 

energy. 

currently 

monitored. 

13. Minimise pollution 

resource consumption 

nito he 

r of lann

applications related 

to renewable energy. 

bula d May not be 

currently 

monitored. 

and To mo r t

numbe  p

Context Local Authority Annual Ta te

ing 
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 The following information highlights contextual effects that may be monitored to 
 the general state of the environment and determine the 
  is having upon the County of Essex. 
 
11.2 ontext S Monitoring Framework 
 

provide an indication of 
effect the Urban Place Supplement

C ual EA 

Biodiversity 
• Number and SSSIS, NNRS, LNRS, 

Ancient Wo  net increase/reduction. 
 area of designated sites (RAMSAR, 

odland, Special Verges)/
 
Water Quality 

• % change in
• % change in biological water quality of freshwater river lengths by river 
• Change in the quality of estuarine waters by length 
• Length and location of water bod lassified 
• Area of land classified a  igh Flo k
• L tion and area realig r
• W tus by water body type an  
 Proportion of water bodies by body 
 Number and location of 
 Analysis of r
 Progress with River catchment mana
 Average estimate of total household 

(litres/head/
 Reservoir capacity (excluding winter storage) to 

 chemical water quality of freshwater river lengths by river 

y c as NVA 
at H od Ris

 intrusion. 
d length/area
and length classif

cidents of WFD ‘certain su

gement plans 
consumption of water 

customer area. 

s being
ned by wate

pollution in

 

ied as ‘good’ 

oca
ater sta

•
•
•
•
•

•

bstances’ 
iver basin characterisation 

day) & total households 

Soil 
 Area, locatio• n and number of sites decontaminated/district. 

Air Quality 
• TTWA by distance and mode 

Climatic Factors 
• Energy gen

sources & a  a proportion of county energy generation 
• Energy consumption – average energy consumption KWh / household 

eration – KW/GW of energy produced from ‘renewable’ 
s

Built Environment 

a

• Unemployment rates (%) 
• Number of em yment division/district 
• National ret il ranking 
• No. and area of allotment provision and uptake 
• Recorded crime rates/1000 of population in built areas/rural areas 
• Perceived fear of crime 

ployees by emplo

Population & Health 

property price to income ratio 
•
•
 Population size, structure and morbidity stats 
 A
• IMD measure – years of potential life lost.

verage 
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Review of the Plans anAppendix 1 - d Programmes -  
Urban Place Supplement 
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Appendix 1  - rammes - Urban Place Supplement  
 
Plan/ 
Programme 

Key targets and indicators 
relevant to plan and SA 

Issues for consideration in SA 

Review of the Plans and Prog

Key objectives relevant to the plan 
and SA 

International  
 
European and 
international 

ability 
ent 

2004) 

* Each of the objectives has a set of 
headline objectives and also 

 meet its Kyoto 

year over 1990 

e broader international 
l warming 

 

* By 2020, ensure that chemicals 
are only produced and used in ways 
that do not pose significant threats 
to human health and the 
environment. 
* Tackle issues related to outbreaks 

• Climate change 
• Public health 

Sustain
Developm
Strategy (May 

* Limit climate change and increase 
the use of clean energy. 

health. * Address threats to public 
* Manage natural resources more 
responsibly. 
* Improve the transport system and 
land use management. 
 

measures at the EU level.   
 
Headline Objectives; 
 
 The EU will*

commitment.  Thereafter, the EU 
should aim to reduce atmospheric 
greenhouse gas emissions by an 

verage of 1% per a
levels up to 2020. 
* The union will insist that the other 
major industrialised countries 
comply with their Kyoto targets.  
This is an indispensable step in 

nsuring the
effort needed to limit globa
and adapt to its effects. 
* Make food safety and quality a key
objective of all players in the food 
chain. 

• Natural resources 
• Transport  
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of infectious diseases and 
resistance to antibiotics. 
* Break the link between economic 
growth, the use of resources and 
the generation of waste. 
* Protect and restore habitats and 
natural systems and halt the loss of 
biodiversity by 2010. 
* Improve fisheries management to 
reverse the decline in stocks and 
ensure sustainable fisheries and 
healthy marine ecosystems, both in 
the EU and globally. 

European 
Spatial 
Development 
Perspective 
(May, 1999) 

; 

nd 
w 

evelopment, prudent 
management and protection of nature 

* Comprehensive information at the 
international level that may be used 
for the baseline data. 

• Urban system 
• Infrastructure  
• Sustainable development  

Spatial development policies promote 
sustainable development of the EU 
through a balanced spatial structure
 
* Development of a balanced a
polycentric urban system and a ne
urban-rural relationship; 
* Securing parity of access to 
infrastructure and knowledge; and 
* Sustainable d

and cultural heritage. 
European 
Community 
Biodiversity 
Strategy 

k the 
ction or loss 

rces 

* Anticipate, prevent and attac
causes of significant redu
of biological diversity at the source. 

* No relevant targets. • Biological diversity  
• Climate change 
• Health issues  
 Natural resou•
• Waste management   
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Environment 
2010: Our 
Future, Our 
Choice 

The Sixth 
Environmen
t Action 
Programme 
of the 
European 
Community 
 

hange, 

 

as 
 8% compared with 

ed 
at t

app x
lev  
* Tackl f a 70% 
red  by the 

Ch g
 

to f l
levels 
50% b

  * Tackle climate c
* Protect nature and wildlife, 
* Address environment and health
issues, 
* Preserve natural resources and 
manage waste. 

* Reduce greenhouse g
yemissions b

199 le0 vels by 2008 – 12 (as agre
Kyo o); 

* Reduce global emissions by 
imately 20-40% on 1990 ro

els 2020; 
e the long term goal o
on in emissions ucti set

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
an e. 

Reduce the quantity of waste going
ina  disposal by 20% on 2000 

by 2010 and in the order of 
y 2050.  

National  
 
PPS1; 
Delivering 
Sustainable 
Development  

d 
 

 

 natural 

commu sing, 
edu t
commu

• Sustainable development  
• Natural and historic environment  
• Inclusive design  
 

Planning should seek to facilitate an
promote sustainable and inclusive
patterns of urban and rural 
development by; 
* Making suitable land available for 
development in line with economic, 
social and environmental objectives to
improve people’s quality of life; 
* Contributing to sustainable 
development; 
* Protecting and enhancing the
and historic environment, the quality 
and character of the countryside, and 
existing communities; 
* Ensuring high quality development 

* Accessibility for all members of the 
nity to jobs, health, hou

ca ion, shops, leisure and 
nity facilities. 
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through good and inclusive design, 
and efficient use of resources; and 
* Ensuring that development supports 
existing communities and contributes 
to the creation of safe, sustainable, 
liveable and mixed commu
good access to jobs and key s
for all members of the community. 

nities with 
ervices 

PPG3; 
Housing 

* Plan to meet the housing 
requirements of the whole community
including those in need of affordable 

, 

han 
nd seek to 

create mixed communities;  

* Provide sufficient housing land but 
give priority to re-using previously-
developed land within urban areas, 
bringing empty homes back into use 
and converting existing buildings, in 
preference to the development of 
greenfield sites;  

ns of 

nsport to jobs, education 
and health facilities, shopping, leisure 
and local services;  

 

of 

 
 Housing opportunity 
 Sufficient housing land 
 Sustainable development  
 Public Transport 
 Good design  

and special needs housing 

* Provide wider housing opportunity 
and choice and a better mix in the 
size, type and location of housing t
is currently available, a

* Create more sustainable patter
development by building in ways 
which exploit and deliver accessibility 
by public tra

Indicator – Affordable housing 
should meet local needs as 
identified in the Local Housing 
Needs Strategy. 
 
Indicator – Urban capacity identified
in the Local Authorities Urban 
Capacity Studies. 
 
Target – By 2008 60% of additional 
housing should be provided on 
previously developed land and 
through conversions of existing 
buildings.  
 
Target – For new housing 
developments housing densities 
30-50 dwellings per hectare ensure 
land is utilised efficiently. 

Housing requirements 
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* Make more efficient use of land by 

ore 
gning 

pendence by 
and cycling, 

al 

planning for mixed use; and  

create attractive, high-quality living 
environments in which people will 

reviewing planning policies and 
standards;  

* Place the needs of people bef
ease of traffic movement in desi
the layout of residential 
developments;  

* Seek to reduce car de
facilitating more walking 
by improving linkages by public 
transport between housing, jobs, loc
services and local amenity, and by 

* Promote good design in new 
housing developments in order to 

choose to live. 
 

PPS6; 
Planning for
Town Centres 

 

; and  
xisting 

n 

to all. 

s 

• Diversity of main town centre 
uses (by number, type and 
amount of floorspace). 

• The amount of retail, leisure 
and office floorspace in 
edge-of-centre and out-of-

 growth 
• Enhancing existing centres 
• Providing range of services 
• Improving productivity and 

accessibility 
• Investment  
• Sustainable development  
• Inclusive design 
 

Key objective – Is to promote town 
centre vitality and viability by; 
* Planning for the growth and 
development of existing centres
* Promoting and enhancing e
centres, by focusing development i
such centres and encourage a wide 
range of services in a good 
environment, accessible 
 

Local Authorities are to collect 
information which may be utilised a
key indicators; 
 

• Planning for
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Other objectives; 
* Enhancing consumer choice 
making provision for a range of 
shopping, leisure and local services, 
which allow genuine choice to meet 

by 

nd 

ng that 
 

erate 
al 

s 
g that 

ort 

 
l 

centre 
Locations.  

• The potential capacity for 
growth or change of centres 
in the network. 
Retailer representation and 
intentions to change 
representation. 

• Shopping rents. 
• Proportion of vacant street 

level property.  
• Commercial yields on non-

domestic property (i.e. the 
capital value in relation to 
the expected market rental.  

• Pedestrian flows (footfall).  
• Accessibility  
• Customer and residents’ 

views and behaviour.  
• Perception of safety and 

occurrence of crime. 
• State of the town centre 

environmental quality. 
 
 
 
 

the needs of the entire community, 
and particularly socially excluded 
groups, 
* Supporting efficient, competitive a
innovative retail, leisure, tourism and 
other sectors, with improving 
productivity; and 
* Improving accessibility, ensuri
existing or new development is, or will
be accessible and well served by 
choice of means of transport.   
* Encourage investment to regen
deprived areas, creating addition
employment opportunities and an 
improved physical environment; 
* To deliver more sustainable pattern
of development, ensurin
locations are fully exploited through 
high density, mixed use development 
and promoting sustainable transp
choices, including reducing the need 
to travel and providing alternatives to 
car use. 
* To promote high quality and 
inclusive design, improve the quality 
of the public realm and open spaces,
protect and enhance the architectura
and historic heritage of centres, 
provide a sense of place and a focus 

• 
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for the community and for civic activ
and ensure that town centres provide 
an attractive, accessible and safe 
environment

ity 

 for businesses, shoppers 
and residents. 

PPS9; 
Biodiversity 

logical 
n  

served 
f 

tal and economic 
evelopment. 

* To conserve, enhance and restore 
the diversity of England’s wildlife and 

* The location of designated sites of 
importance for biodiversity and 

nal and 

 

ed 
 

 

uilding-in beneficial 
res as 

• Sustainable development  
• Wildlife and geology  

and Geo
Conservatio

* To promote sustainable 
development by ensuring that 
biological and diversity is con
and enhanced as an integral part o
social, environmen
d

geology. 
* To contribute to rural renewal and 
urban renaissance.  

geodiversity, making clear 
distinctions between the hierarchy of 
international, national, regio
locally designated sites. 
* Identify areas or sites for 
restoration or creation of new
priority habitats which contribute to 
regional targets. 
 Quantity of use of previously *

developed land for new 
development (previously develop
land makes a major contribution to
sustainable development by 
reducing the amount of countryside

nd undeveloped land that needs to a
be used). 
* Number of planning obligations 

sed to ‘bu
biodiversity or geological featu
part of good design’. 

• Rural renewal  

PPS10; 
Planning for 
Sustainable 
Waste 
Management  

 waste 
opriate 

locations. 

m 
onitoring should include changes 

sal 
(may be utilised as indicators or to 

• Waste management  * Ensure the provision of
management facilities in appr

PPS 10 states that as a minimu
m
in the stock of waste management 
facilities, waste arising and the 
amounts of waste recycled, 
recovered or going for dispo
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derive targets).   
PPG13; 
Transport 

t * National parking standards are 
outlined. 

 

• Sustainable transport 

• Accessibility 
 

* Promote more sustainable transpor
choices for both people and for 
moving freight. 
* Promote accessibility to jobs, 
shopping, leisure facilities and 
services by public transport, walking 
and cycling. 
* Reduce the need to travel, 
especially by car. 

PPG15; 
Planning and 
the Historic 
Environment 

* Need effective protection for all 
aspects of the historic environment. 
 

* No relevant targets. • Protecting historic environment  

PPG16; 
Archaeology 
and Planning  

  Useful source for baseline data, 
indicators and potential target 
formation – Royal Commission on 
the Historical Monuments of 
England (RCHME). 

• Protecting archaeological 
interests  

* Preserve, enhance and protect sites
of archaeological interest. 

 

*

PPG17; 

Open, Space, 

ation 

y 

 

n 
and the enhancement 

ts of the existing and 
future needs of their communities 
for open space, sports and 
recreational facilities. 

Planning for 

Sport and 
Recre

* Networks of accessible, high q
open spaces and sport and 

ualit

recreational facilities, in both urban
and rural areas, which meet the needs 
of residents and visitors, are fit for 
purpose and economically and 
environmentally sustainable. 
* An appropriate balance betwee
new provision 
of existing provision. 
* Clarity and reasonable certainty for 
developers and land owners in 

Indicator – Local Authorities are 
required to undertake robust 

ssessmena

• Open space 

• Recreation  
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relation to the requirement 
expectations of local planning 
authorities in respect of open space

nd sport and recreational provision.
 
 a

PPG20; * To conserve, protect and enhance 
natural beauty of the coasts, including 
their terrestrial, littoral and marine 

terest. 

 

h 

orestry and fishing, and 

* No targets. • Protection flora and fauna  
• Extending leisure activities 
• Improvement of environment of 

 of 

Coastal 
Planning 

flora and fauna, and their heritage 
features of architectural, historical and 
archaeological in
* To facilitate and enhance the 
enjoyment, understanding and 
appreciation by the public of heritage
coasts by improving and extending 
opportunities for recreational, 
educational, sporting and tourist 
activities that draw on, and are 
consistent with conservation of their 
natural beauty and the protection of 
their heritage features. 
* To maintain, and improve where 
necessary, the environment health of 
inshore waters affecting heritage 
coasts and their beaches throug
appropriate works and management 
measures; and 
* To take account of the needs of 
agriculture, f
economic and social needs of the 
small communities on these coasts, 
through promoting sustainable forms 
of social and economic development, 

inshore waters 
• Economic and social needs

communities 
ne  •  Protection of coastli
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which in themselves conserve and 
 enhance natural beauty and heritage

features.   
* Protect and enhance the natural 
character and landscape of the 
undeveloped coastline.   

PPS22; 
Renewable 
Energy 

* Government target set out in the 
Energy White Paper is that ‘by 2010 
we should generate 10%of 
electricity from renewable sources, 
with the aspiration that this 
increases to 20% by 2020.  

• Renewable energy  * Encourage the appropriate 
development of further renewable 
energy schemes. 
 

PPS23; 
Planning and 
Pollution 
Control 

The Kyoto Protocol agreed targets 
are outlined in PPS23, they include; 
 
* To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 12.5% below base 
year (1990) levels by 2008-2012. 
* Cut carbon dioxide emissions by 
20% below 1990 levels by 2010. 
 
Energy White Paper Targets 
outlined; 
 
* Reduction of carbon dioxide 
emissions by 60% from current 
levels by 2050.  
 
Indicators may be derived from the 
– Air Quality Strategy for England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, published in 2000. 

• Human health  
• Sustainable development  
 

 Government objectives set out in 
DETR Circular 02/2000 Contaminated 
Land, these are; 
 
* to identify and remove unacceptable 
risks to human health and the 
environment; 
* to seek to bring damaged land back 
into beneficial use; and  
* To seek to ensure that the cost 
burdens faced by individuals, 
companies and society as a whole are 
proportionate, manageable and 
economically sustainable. 
 
The overall aim of PPS23 is; 
 
* To ensure the sustainable and 
beneficial use of land (and in 
particular encouraging reuse of 
previously developed land in 
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preference to Greenfield sites). 
* Ensure that polluting activities that 
are necessary for society and the 
economy minimise the adverse 
effects. 

PPG24; 
Planning and 
Noise 

* No targets. 
 
* Contains Noise Exposure 
Categories. 

• Noise pollution  * Minimise the impact of noise without 
placing unreasonable restrictions on 
development. 

PPG25; 
Development 
and Flood Risk 

* Reduce the risks to people and the 
developed and natural environment 
from flooding. 

* Contains baseline data for Britain. • Flooding  

Securing the 
Future 
Delivering UK 

t 

(March, 2005) 

t 

my. 

nd indicators in chapter 7 of the 
document. 
 

my  

Sustainable 
Developmen
Strategy 

Guiding principles for the 2005 UK 
Sustainable Development Strategy; 
 
* Living within environmental limits. 
* Ensuring a strong, healthy and jus
society. 
* Achieving a sustainable econo
* Promoting good governance. 
* Using sound science responsibly. 

* Very comprehensive list of targets 
a

• Sustainable econ
 

o

Towards and 
Urban 
Renaissance, 
1999 

 

g 

* Targets are set out throughout the 
document. 
 

• Design quality 
• Sustainable development 
• Quality of the urban environment 

* Promote high quality compact 
development 
* Improve the management of the
urban environment 
* prudent use of resources, encourage 
Brownfield development and recyclin
of buildings 

By Design – 
Urban Design 
and the 
planning 
system: 

 to 

* No targets • Design quality 
• Sustainable development 

* Encourage higher standards in 
urban design 
* Promote urban design is a key
creating sustainable development 
* Promote a better use of the planning 

 140



towards a 
better practice, 
2000 gn 

system’s tools to help deliver better 
design 
* Promote better practice in desi
 
 

REGIONAL 

Regional 
Planning 
Guidance for 
the South East 
(RPG9) 
(March, 2001) 

at should 
t of 

ther 
been considered, 

he full 
port 

nt should 

ilities and 
ser 

roximity. 

s a 

pe and 

* Very comprehensive list of targets 
and indicators (Page 100-101). 
 

• Urban development  
• Greenfield development 
• Sustainable patterns of activity 
• Affordable housing  
• Sustainable development  
• Biodiversity 
• Economic diversification  

Transport investment 

The main principles th
govern the continuing developmen
the Region are; 
 
* Urban areas should become the 
main focus for development through 
making them more attractive, 
accessible and better able to attract 
investment; 
* Greenfield development should 
normally take place only after o
alternatives have 
and should have regard to t
social, environmental and trans
costs of location; 
* The pattern of developme
be less dispersed with more 
sustainable patterns of activity, 
allowing home, work, leisure, green 
spaces, cultural fac
community services to be in clo
p
* The South East’s international 
connections should be developed a
basis for the enhancement of the 
Region’s attractiveness in Euro
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the world. 
* Economic opportunities should be 

s anincreased by raising skills level
reducing the disparities between the 
different parts of the region. 

d 

cular 

d 

or 
s. 

sing should 
able, providing a 

d tenures, 
cture of 

ent should be located and 
tainable 

s. 
’s 

sustained 

 of the 

* Sufficient housing, and in parti
affordable housing, should be 
provided for all who need to live an

urage work in the region, to enco
ocial inclusion and avoid pressure fs

housing in adjoining region
* The development of hou

e more sustainb
better mix of sizes, types an

aving regard to the struh
households and people’s ability to 
access homes and jobs. 
 Developm*

designed to enable more sus
use of the Region’s natural resource
* Continued protection of the Region
biodiversity, landscape, built and 
historic heritage. 
* The life of the countryside and rural 
ommunities should be c

through economic diversification 
which respects the character of 
different parts of the Region and 
enables sustainable agriculture and 
forestry. 
* Should be an increased ability to 
meet normal travel needs through 
safe walking, cycling and public 
transport with reduced reliance
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car. 
* Transport investment should support 
the spatial strategy, maintaining the
existing network, enhancing access 

 

ty and 
port. 

as part of more concentrated forms of 
development, overcoming bottlenecks 
and supporting higher capaci
less polluting modes of trans
 

Draft Regional 
Spatial 
Strategy for the 
East of 
England 

er, 

ent 

* Improve social inclusion and access 
to employment and services and 

ildings, 

* Very comprehensive list of targets 
and indicators are set out in 
appendix D (page 237). 
 
 

• Employment  needs  
• Social inclusion  
• Cultural diversity  
• Regeneration  
• Affordable housing  
• Natural environment  
• Biodiversity 

(RSS14) 
Decemb(

2004) 

* Increase prosperity and employm
growth to meet identified employment 
needs of the region, and achieve a 
more sustainable balance between 

orkers and jobs; w

leisure and tourist facilities among 
those who are disadvantaged. 
* Maintain and enhance cultural 
diversity while addressing the 
distinctive needs of different parts of 
the region. 
* Increase the regeneration and 
renewal of disadvantaged areas. 
* Deliver more integrated patterns of 
land-use, movement, activity and 
development, including employment 
and housing. 
* Sustain and enhance the vitality and 
viability of town centres. 
* Make more use of previously 
developed land and existing bu
and use land more efficiently in 
meeting future development needs. 

• Resources 
• Infrastructure 
• Flooding  
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* Meet the region’s identified housing 
needs, and in particular provide 
sufficient affordable housing. 
* Protect and enhance the built and 

r 

ty 

t 

the 
e 
y 

historic environment and encourage 
good quality design and the use of 
sustainable construction methods fo
all new development. 
* Protect and enhance the natural 
environment, including its biodiversi
and landscape character. 
* Minimise the demand for use of 
resources, particularly water, energy 
supplies, minerals, aggregates and 
other natural resources, whether finite 
or renewable by encouraging efficien
use, re-use of recycled alternatives, 
and trying to meet needs with 
minimum impact. 
* Ensure that infrastructure 
programmes will meet current 
deficiencies and development 
requirements, and that the 
responsible agencies commit 
resources needed to implement thes
programmes and co-ordinate deliver
with development. 
* Minimise the risk of flooding. 
 

Sustainable 
Futures; The 
Integrated 
Regional 
Strategy for the 

* Indicators related to the National 
Sustainable Development 
Framework. 

• Quality of life * To improve the quality of life for 
everyone who lives or works in the 
East of England.  This will be 
achieved through 5 high level 
outcomes; 
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East of 
England 
(February, 

e and 

e resource-efficient region. 

2005) 

- An exceptional knowledge bas
a dynamic economy in the region, 

Opportunities for everyone to - 
contribute to – and benefit from – the 
region’s economic dynamism, 
- Strong, inclusive, healthy and 
culturally rich communities, 
 A mor-

Sustainable 
Communities 
Building for the 
Future   

 

ive 
ly 

* Target to ensure all social housing 
meets the decent homes standard 
by 2010. 
* Expect new developments to 
achieve densities of 30-50 dwellings 
per hectare, sometimes more. 
* 60% of additional homes should 
be on previously developed land. 
* Remediate Brownfield land at a 
rate of over 1, 400 hectares per year 
for economic, commercial, 
residential and leisure use. 
* Good baseline data. 

 

 Social housing 
• Housing shortages 
• Protection of countryside  
• Sustainable communities  

* Improve social housing. 
 
* Tackle low demand and 
abandonment. 
 
* Tackle housing shortage. 
 
* Protect the countryside and enhance
its character. 
 
* Where new and expanded 
communities are needed, to ensure 
that these are sustainable, well-
designed, high quality and attract
places in which people will positive
choose to live and work. 
 

•

Integrated 
Regional 
Strategy 
(February 
2005) 

 

hs 
nt 

* The performance measurement 
framework for RDA’s is currently 
under review.   
 
 

• Sustainable development 
• Social exclusion  
• Resources 
• Transport corridors  

 

* Achieve high quality and sustainable 
development solutions in the Growth 
Areas and other parts of the region 
facing growth and regeneration
pressures, 
* Harness fully the region’s strengt
in science, research and developme
and in the surrounding 
ommercialisation processes. c

 145



* Address the causes a
of persistent deprivation and soc
exclusion wherever it exists in 

nd implications 
ial 

the 

ciency 

* Capture the benefits from – and 
manage the impacts of – the region’s 
international gateways and national 

region. 
* Effect a step change in the effi
of resources use and the 
management of the region’s 
distinctive natural and built 
environmental assets. 

transport corridors. 
  

County  
 
Essex and 
Southend-on-

ea S
Replacement 

tructure Plan 
Adopted April, 
001) 

nd 

ll 
en 

of 

f 

 

 Very comprehensive list of targets 
nd indicators outlined in chapter 18 
page 180). 

 

nd 

 Biodiversity 
• Sustainable travel patterns 

S
(
2

* Concentrate new development a
redevelopment, wherever possible, 
within existing urban areas. 
* Ensure that any new greenfield 
development only takes place after a
other urban alternatives have be
considered. 
* Promote more compact patterns 
development and mixed use 
development. 
* Promote the vitality and viability o
the urban environment and existing 
town centres. 
* To promote a more prosperous, 
vigorous and competitive local 
economy. 
* To increase local employment 
opportunities throughout the whole of

*
a
(
 

• Mixed use development  
• Employment opportunities
• Investment  
• Affordable housing  
• Maintain countryside a

coastline 
•

 146



the plan area whilst at the same time
significantly reducing the spatial 
disparities in economic success 

 

ure 

hrough 
in 

nt 

ween 

between its different parts. 
* To target investment, infrastruct
and land allocations to facilitate the 
development and regeneration of 
urban areas and give particular 
support and priority to those areas 
identified as being in need of 
economic regeneration. 
* Provide sufficient housing for all 
those who need to live and work in the 
plan area, as the need arises, t
an appropriate range of dwellings 
relation to type, size, design, tenure, 
price and affordability. 
* To manage growth and developme
to maintain a sustainable balance 
throughout the plan area bet
local jobs and housing. 
* To maintain a diverse and attractive 
countryside and undeveloped 
coastline. 
* To protect, maintain and enhance 
the area’s biodiversity, nature 
conservation, landscape, natural 
resources and built and historic 
environment. 
* Maintain and develop a transport 
network which supports, the 
implementation of the plan’s strategy, 
an integrated approach which 
provides for a choice of means of 
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travel, more sustainable travel 
atterns and greater accessibility. p

  
ECC Minerals 

ocal Plan 
996 

in 

uate 

at the environmental 

ossible, 

 To minimise production of waste and 
o encourage sensitive working, 
estoration and aftercare practices so 

 overall 

ed 
ndscape or nature conservation 

alue from development, other than in 
xceptional circumstances and where 

at 
t, 

ssary 
terilisation of mineral resources.  

• Area wide targets to be 
determined 

 

• Minerals 
• Waste management  
• Protection of nature 

conservation  
 

L
1

The objectives for the Minerals Local 
Plan are similar to those set out 
Minerals Policy Guidance 1 (June, 
1996); 
 
* To conserve minerals as far as 
possible, whilst ensuring an adeq
supply to meet needs; 
 To ensure th*

impacts caused by minerals 
operations and the transport of 
minerals are kept, as far as p
o an acceptable minimum; t

*
t
r
as to preserve or enhance the
quality of the environment; 
 To protect areas of designat*

la
v
e
it has been demonstrated th
development is in the public interes
and 
 To prevent the unnece*

s
Essex and 

 
bjectives are consistent with the 
ims of sustainable development to 

• Area wide targets to be 
determined 

 

• Minimising waste 
• Waste management  Southend

Waste Local 
Plan 2001 

O
a
achieve a balance between: 
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* minimising waste by 
recycling/composting and other 
means; 
* Making adequate provision of 
necessary waste management 
acilities; and  f

* Safeguarding the environment of 

 

Essex and the quality of life of its 
residents. 

Local  
 
Adopted 

eviewR  
olchester 
orough Local 

ch, 

only if they satisfactorily 
eet the following criteria where 

, and should be 
sessment of the 

tural 
cessary, a 

t setting out the 

nd 

• Implementation and 
monitoring section. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Natural resources 
• Historic resources 
• Greenlinks 
• Town centres 
• Rural/ urban communities  
• Transport infrastructure 
• Services 
• Design and Layout 
• High Densities 
 

C
B
Plan (Mar
2004) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* DC1 All proposals for development, 
including changes of use, will be 

ermitted p
m
relevant:  
a) The development will not cause 
unacceptable harm through pollution 

 or to land, air and water or to people
natural resources;  
b) The development will be well 

, having regard to local designed
building traditions
based on a proper as
surrounding built and na

neenvironment. Where 
menclear written state

design principles followed, and 
showing how local distinctiveness will 
be promoted and retained, will be 
required;  

ted ac) Developments will be loca
designed to provide for:  
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Adopted 
Basildon 
District Local 

(i) comprehensive and safe fa
for cyclists and pedestria

cilities 
ns, linking to 

 

d 

he 
 to 
c 

es, 

ouncil 

’s open space 
tandards for the development will be 
et, and the proposal will not entail a 

er sport and 
ess 

equired to serve the development will 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

existing routes where possible; 
(ii) high levels of accessibility by 
public transport;  
(iii) where relevant, servicing, car and 
cycle parking to currently adopte
standards. 
d) The highway network, either as 
existing or to be developed within t
county road hierarchy, will be able
accommodate safely the extra traffi
the proposal will generate; 
e) It will not lead to the loss or 
degradation of important cultural, 
historic, ecological or rural resourc

ory unless alternative compensat
provision acceptable to the C

ed; will be provid
) The Councilf

s
m
loss of open space or oth
recreational facilities, unl
alternative provision acceptable to the 
Council will be provided; 

) The services and infrastructure g
r
be provided in a timely manner; 
h) It will not have an adverse impact 
on the vitality and/or viability of 
Colchester Town Centre, rural district
centres, local shopping centres and 
illage shops and services. v
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Plan 
(September

990) 
  

uly 
005) 

lan 
November 
998) 

Adopted 
Chelmsford 
Borough 
council Local 
Plan 
(November 
1997) 
 
 
Adopted 
Epping Forest 
District Local 

tial. 

o a town centre, including retailing, 
ity 

RLP9 Design and layout of housing 
nd mixed-use areas. 
RLP10 Residential Density. 

 
 
 
*H3 New Development Sites 
* H9 New Housing Densities 
 
 
 
 
*ENV21 Residential Layout 
*HO1 Housing Proposals Housing 
layouts and landscaping. 
 
 
 
 
*DBE5 where new residential 
developments involve the creation of 

1
 
 
 
 
Adopted 
Braintree 
District Local 

lan (JP
2
 
 
 
Adopted Castle 
Point District 

ocal PL
(
1
 
 

 
 
*BAS S1 provision is made for about 
10,700 dwellings in the district 
between 1986 and 2001 and to 
achieve the provision for residen
BAS TC1 Development appropriate *

t
offices, recreation or commun
facilities and residential is 
encouraged. 
 
*
a
*
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Plan (January 
1998) 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted 
Review Harlow 
borough 

ouncil Local 
lan (January 
004) 

dopted 
aldon District 
ocal Plan 
May 2005) 

a new street system, or an extension 
to an existing system. 
*Allowing for the convenient 
movement of pedestrians and cyclists 
within the development. 
 
 
*BE3 all new developments, except in 
proven cases, e, 
through the d
scale, layout
how it could be adapted to a change 
in use and accommodate a verity of 
activities. 
 
 
*BE1 Design of new development and 
landscaping. 
Development Proposals will promote:- 
a) They are compatible with their 
surroundings, and/or improve the 
surrounding location in terms of :- 
i) Layout 
ii) Site coverage 
iii) Architectural style 
iv) Scale / bulk / height 
v) External materials 
vi) Visual impact 
vii) Effect on the safety and or amenity 
of neighbouring 
properties or the occupiers therein 
viii) Relationship to mature trees 
ix) Relationship to important 
landscape or open spaces 

C
P
2
 
 
 
A
M
L
(
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 should demonstrat
esign considerations of 

 access and landscape, 
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general character of the area in which 
they are set; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted 
Rochford 
District Local 
Plan (May 
2004) 
 
 
Adopted 
review 
Tendring 
District Local 

x) Traffic impact and access 
arrangements. 
b) Within defined development 
boundaries they harmonise with the 

c) Outside defined development 
boundaries they make a positive 
contribution to the landscape and 
open countryside; 
d) Measures to protect important 
nearby features such as trees and 
historic buildings during the 
construction process are included; 
e) Landscaping is included as an 
integral part of the overall design; 
f) Amenity space is provided 
appropriate to the type of 
development 
 
 
 
*HP6 Design and layout 
*HP4 design statements 
developments more then 12 dwellings 
will need a design statement.  
 
 
*QL9 Design of new development. All 
new developments should make a 
positive contribution to the quality of 
the local environment and protect or 
enhance local character. 
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Plan (April 
2004) 
 

*H1 Housing development 
Promoting the development of 5052 

 
 
Adopted 
Uttlesford 
District Local 
Plan (January 
2005) 
 
 
 
Adopted 
Thurrock Local 
Plan (March 
2003)  
 

 

dwellings for the period 2001 to 2011.  
Promoting the development on 
previously developed land. 
 
 
*H8 New Housing Densities. 
*CF2 Community Facilities in new 
Housing developments. 
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Appendix 2 - Baseline Context Figures 
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Appendix 2: 
 
Figure 14 
Map to Show Geographical Spread of Registered Parks and Conservation Areas. 
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Map to s   g r  
 

 15 
how Distribution of Listed Buildin s th oughout Essex.
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1
s s  d Lan e si t h  

 
Figure 
Map to 

6 
how Nature Con ervation Areas an dscap  De gna ions throug out Essex 
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Figure 17 
Map to show Areas of Flood Risk Throughout E ex 

 

 

    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 3  - Appraising Plans Policy  -  
UPS Summary 
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Appendix 3  - Appraising Plans Policy  - UPS Summary 

he appraising plans policy component of the SEA/SA requires a detailed appraisal of 
ach policy outlined within the UPS.  To ensure the assessment was comprehensive it 
as deemed appropriate that the overarching aims of each chapter be outlined in the 

y (AP  remaining text evident in the 
PS was cross referred to in the appraisal as part of the justification text.   

S that has been assessed as part of this SEA/SA is dated 27th 
pril 2006.  

 
Urban Co
 
Audit of loc account the nature and extent of these demands in 

spect of; 

ior to the commencement of the design 
rocess and would usefully facilitate initial, pre-application discussions with the local 

t either the urban centre or neighbourhood centre development should be most dense 

f convenient, pedestrian 
ccessibility with the edge rarely being more than a 5 minute walk away. Usually, 

uilt Form Context  

 
 
Introduction  
 
T
e
w
form of a policy entitled Appraising Plans Polic P).  The
U
 
The version of the UP
A
 
 

ntext – Appraising Plans Policy (APP) 1 

al context shall take into 
re
 
Higher density development above all, needs to be in the right location. 
There is little point promoting compact development in places that are remote from local 
jobs, services and public transport. 
 
A context appraisal should be undertaken pr
p
authority and the community. It is not a substitute for a masterplan or a site development 
brief but will contain valuable information that will help the production of either.  The 
requirement for a full Context Appraisal does not apply to sites of less than 0.1 hectare in 
area. 
 
Spatial Context 
 
A
and diverse, marking out their economic and symbolic importance.  Importantly, the 
traditional neighbourhood is nearly always laid out on the basis o
a
neighbourhoods link up along established transport corridors to form a chain of urbanity 
that increases in density towards the centre of each neighbourhood.  
 
Within the hinterland beyond the centres there will be a presumption against high 
densities unless a site is very well served by public transport. In these situations the site 
must be within 400m of a strategic bus route, with services of no less than 15 minutes 
apart.  
 
B
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It is essential to start with a demonstrable appreciation of the built-form 
Whatever the circumstances and the design approach, the starting point is a review and 
analysis of the local, built form context. 
 

context.  

ecific uses rather than just the Use Class 

 
Operational Context  
 
Examine the most critical aspects of the operational context of a locality including, public 
space management (squares, streets and spaces), car parking management, the 
availability of school and pre-school places, vacancy of floorspace and the capacity of 
GP surgeries. 
 
Community Context 
 
This part of the Context Appraisal seeks to do two things; to determine that reasonable 
and realisable needs and demands for space exists and to associate these demands 
with the known existence of vacant or underused space and the potential for creating 
new space. 
 
Urban Context  
 
Site Appraisal 
 
Site Appraisals to be undertaken as part of planning applications, this is in order to 
demonstrate a clear understanding of a site and its constraints. 
 
 
 
Influences upon Quality – APP2 
 
Urban Grain 
 
All residential and mixed-use development shall be planned and designed by 
professional architects working alongside urban designers, landscape architects, 
ecologists, engineers, surveyors and community workers. 
 
It is vital that new, more compact development occurs in such a way that its introduction 
does not alter the fine, urban grain of these central locations and in these areas new 
development should be designed to imitate the existing pattern. As a minimum, the main 
streets should be connected to their hinterland by side streets that occur every 90m. 
More frequent connections are often desirable and should be accommodated if at all 
possible.  
 
In those rare circumstances where a town centre or neighbourhood environment is 
coarse-grained (either by original design or because of alteration); new development that 
is built in accordance with the guidance within this Supplement will introduce a finer 

Functional Context 
 
The appraisal needs to include an audit of uses within the unit of sustainability the site 
falls within … the survey should identify sp
Order (2005) and could be presented in a map form. 
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pattern that produces enhanced, enviro ntal sustnme ainability.  

he over-riding objective in designing new patterns of movement is to create a 
on ed e either a regular or a deformed shape but importantly, 

each end o
else will no
 
Movement

ill 
g 
e 

uired by the Highway Authority. 

ing 

 in the 
 

 frontages, 
 

 
T
c nect  grid. This can hav

f a street or path must be connected to others. Systems that lead nowhere 
t be permitted.  

  
 
An analysis of existing movement patterns, attractors and future development sites w
determine approximate desire lines and will identify the potential to improve existin
routes and to create new ones. A more rigorous prediction of traffic behaviour within th
network arising from any development may be req
 
 
Uses 
 
New, higher density developments located either close to existing services and facilities 
or on a public transport corridor are required to contain a mix of uses within the build
and street blocks.  
 
The extent and range of uses will depend on the needs and demands identified
Context Appraisal together with Local Planning Authority regeneration strategies or
employment policies. 
 
 
 
Public Space – APP3 
 
Essential criteria for all public spaces  
 

• Part of a wider network, connected internally and to surroundings,  
 

• Overlooked by building

• Well-maintained,  
 

• Accessible for all,  
 

• Biotically diverse,  
 

• Varied character and functionality, to meet identified needs,  
 

• Challenging and cultural, and 
 

• Formal and informal opportunities for sport and physical activity 
 
 
Quality of Public Space 
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Scale – The scale of a place ought to reflect its importance in relation to the town
whole. 
 

 as a 

nclosure - The enclosure and width of spaces will vary according to function and the 

roperties and easily maintained but imaginatively applied to make 
laces attractive, and detailed so that the surfaces are not easily damaged or 
iscoloured. Material properties need to assessed for their suitability for occasional 
ehicle traffic. Different surface materials can be used to subdivide large areas of hard 

nt spatial effects and define routes or areas of different use. 
material or colour to identify land ownership or 

aintenance will not be acceptable. 

outes for services should be planned early in the design stage so that 
anholes and access cover locations can be co-ordinated with surface finishes and 

alig wit
 
Wh leg
small, met
at 1m cen
boundary 
manageme

cing a tactile surface in areas of footway 
ith a paving flag finish. In all situations, tactile studs, blocks or paving should be laid out 

 be 
 public realm and the existing public space 

twork. 

S  Street trees must have either a suitable root barrier or alternatively, be 
planted in Amsterdam soil with root deflectors to protect against damage to services, 
cables and pipes. Barriers are constructed before planting and can incorporate single 

otways. 

Microclimate - Development proposals need to be designed to enhance local 
microclimate and planning applications should be able to demonstrate how this is to be 
achieved.  
 

ublic access within the public domain will be an unalterable principle. Gated 
ontemplated. 

Public Art 

E
proposals in this guidance for new street types (page 62) and car parking (page 74) 
provide the designer with a great deal of flexibility. 
 
Materials - Hard landscaping materials need to be aesthetically pleasing, reliable, have 
good weathering p
p
d
v
surfacing to create differe

owever, incidental changes in H
responsibility for m
 
Detailing - R
m

ned h block paving. Where alignment is not possible round covers should be used.  

ere al adoption boundaries need to be marked on the ground only the use of 
al studs will be acceptable. These studs can be of any non-ferrous metal fixed 
tres secured firmly to the surrounding surface. The maintenance of these 
indicators will be the responsibility of the developer, landowner or 
nt company.  

 
Studs are also the preferred method of introdu
w
to avoid the introduction of random and ugly patterns.  
 
Continuity – One large sites or in regeneration areas... special consideration should
given to the transition between a new area of
ne
 

treet Trees –

trees or protect entire tree lined streets. Barriers for single trees are most suitable for 
planting in existing streets whereas the more flexible system is better suited for new 
roads and fo
 

Adoption, Management and Maintenance 
 
P
communities and restricted access to public space at any time will not be c
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In every development on sites over 0.1ha the inclusion of artists and artworks will be 
required and as a guide it is recommended that1% of the total development cost 
(including fees but excluding the cost of borrowing) is allocated for art.  The 1% needs to 

 

 –Use Streets  

his Supplement introduces two new street types for Essex. 
 

 Street – 
Allows for parking, servicing and landscaping for those places at the heart of 

opment where residential, commercial and 
service uses interface.  

here a development is intended to attract a variety of uses that require more 
spacious servicing and access arrangements. 

The best quality surface materials are reserved for this street.  Variations on the 

.  Built frontage will be required along the back of the footway. 
irect frontage access is allowed to rear parking areas, but egress on to the road must 

be in forward gear only. 1.5m (x) x 1.5m (y) sight splays are required at pedestrian 
egresses and 2.0m (x) x 20m (y) sight splays where the egress meets the carriageway. 

to use the on street parking. Restrictions etc 
 
A carriageway at least 6.5m in width with two footways at least 3.0m in width is required. 
The street can widen if required etc, minimum distance quoted.  
 
Between the footway and the carriageway on either side a zone of maximum width of 
2.0m should be incorporated to accommodate car parking, loading bays, bicycle parking 
or local widening of the footway. Street trees, lighting columns, parking ticket machines 

 bu tegrated features of the 
street design, taking sight line constraints into consideration. Rows of street trees should 
generally be spaced at a maximum of 13m centres, which would allow two 6m long car 
parking bays or one 12m loading bay between them. Trees should be set back a 
minimum of 0.8m from the kerb line.  
 
The design speed is 30kph (20mph). This is to be achieved by raised tables at street 
junctions, cushions, mini-roundabouts or bends. Road humps should not be used. 
Speed restraint measures are required to be located every 60m along the street. As it is 
likely that side street junctions will occur approximately every 100m, an interim speed 

have certain thresholds either by ha or units. 
 

 
Street Types – Mixed-Use Street Type - APP4 
 
Street Types  
Mixed
 
T

(1) The Mixed-Use

a neighbourhood or a large devel

 
This street type links neighbourhoods in urban areas where commercial or retail use may 
be mixed with residential and where access may be required for service vehicles over 
7.5t to load and unload. This road type may also serve as a bus route. They are 
designed to be the major street within any urban or neighbourhood centre but can also 
be used w

 

standard street type are possible although differences will need to be discussed with the 
local highway authority
D

ADD a sentence about who is 

and s shelters should be incorporated within this zone as in
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restraint measure will be required between the raised tables at these junctions.  
This road type may take access from an existing county road, either Type 1 or Type 2. 
unctions require a minimum kerb radius of 10.5m. The minimum length of Mixed-Use 

Street from the junction required to be straight is 22m from the channel of the main road.  
Sight lines at junctions need to have an X distance of 2.4m and a Y distance as follows:  
Type 1:  with a design speed of 30mph: Y distance required is 90m  
Type 2:  with a design speed of 30mph: Y distance required is 60m.  Other streets with a 

J

design speed of 20mph: Y distance is 20m.  
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Street Types – Play-Street Type - APP5 
 
 

(2) The Play Street – 
Introduces the possibility of creating very safe and neighbourly spaces that 
are a step or two away from the main traffic routes within the spatial system 
and where homes are the principal land use.  
 

lay Streets are appropriate in all types of residential area and for all dwelling types 
including apartments. They can be used in a mixed-use environment provided that the 
ervicing needs of non-residential uses are met without compromising the design and 

functional performance of the street. Uses that require servicing from vehicles heavier 
an 7.5t should not be located on a Play Street.  

 
raffic flow should be low, with no more than 100 vehicles in peak hours. Although 

through traffic should be discouraged, the permeability and connectivity of street layouts 
should be maintained for pedestrians, cyclists and local traffic.  

The layout of the Play Street must be such th to drive very 
ith speed restricte as alignment, 

 play equipment, cycle stands, bolla and planters which must be part 
lly integrated design. These features should not be located so as to cause 

vehicles to pass closer than 1m to buildings which front directly onto the street. Vehicles 
ve to travel more than 400m along these streets before entering a street 

with a higher vehicle speed. This distance sh  measured from any point along the 
f Play Street.  Needs clarification especially when looking at Play Street 

 and waste coll rough traffic 
ues about turning dustcarts. 

 
 is possible that the opportunity may be taken to retro-fit a Play Street into an existing 

urban area that lies adjacent to a development site. In these circumstances it will be a 
requirement to involve the existing community in the initial decision, the design of the 
project and its implementation and to obtain the necessary commitments for future 

aintenance and management.  
 
In new developments, prospective residents will need to be made aware that they are 
moving into an environment that is designed to turn the street into an active communal 
space and that user’s share the whole road space on equal terms.   
 
The route for vehicles to pass through a Play Street should be as narrow as is 
practicably possible. What’s a short length- needs a figure On two-way streets, some 
sections can be narrowed for one-way ‘shuttle’ use; however the track should be 
widened to 4.5m at least every 40m(40m seems too long check guidance) to enable two 
vehicles to pass. Cul-de-sac and one way streets are not encouraged and should only 

ur changes 

where children play. Entry and exit signs, which have been developed by the 

P

s

th

T

 
at motorists are compelled 

slowly, at 10 mph or less, w d by physical means such 
public art, rds, trees 
of a fu

should not ha
ould be

length o
distances from the main roads ection issues, also raises the th
question and iss

It

m

be used when no alternative arrangement is possible.  
 
When vehicles enter a Play Street, entry features such as road texture/ colo
or ‘gateway’ structures will immediately make drivers aware that they have entered a 
space 
Department for Transport for Home Zones must be used.  
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In locations where it is considered necessary to maintain visibility, a stopping sight 
distance of 12m should be applied. Longer views will encourage drivers to increase their 
speeds and should be avoided where possible.  

Sight lines at junctions with other Play Streets need to have an X distance of 2m and a Y 
distance of 12m (check figure-home zone standard. T-Junctions and staggered junctions 
will be the principal types of junction between Play Streets and a priority should not be 

dicated. For junctions with 20mph roads the X distance will have to increase to 2.4m 
and the Y to 20m. 

 

Private Space – APP6 

 
wo Options 

(1) Houses can be provided without private gardens but with direct access to 
unal space from the rear. 

(2) Houses could have very small private gardens or yards.  At densities above 

 number of houses is possible.  Small, walled outside yards of around 
25 square metres or private gardens larger than 40 square metres that make 

 
Els
 
At densities above 60dph* an outside space of at least 25*sq m would be required for all 
homes. This shall primarily be provided as shared communal gardens. In addition, 
hom s can nies but these have to be of a minimum size or a small 
number can be designed with 25sqm yards.  
  
Ap men
 
Design criteria for private, communal space:  
 
1. Sites larger than 0.1 ha require at least 25sq m of private space for each home. Only 

ace that adheres to design criteria 3, 4 and 5 will be taken into account in meeting this 

ave balconies of 5sq m.  

ive direct sunlight for a minimum of 4 hours a 
day in June.  

4. Must be enclosed by walls or buildings with no public access possible  

 

in

 

 

 
Design Criteria 

T
 

private comm

50 dwellings per hectare a garden size of about 40 square metres for a 
limited

use of awkward site shapes.   

ewhere larger gardens should be avoided. 

e  incorporate balco

art ts  

sp
provision.  
 
2. Apartments adjacent to and overlooking a park or other public space of high amenity 
value could be provided with a smaller, communal space. In this instance, apartments 
must h
 
3. 60% of the communal space should rece
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5. Must be designed as an extension of the built fabric and residential accommodation 
and contain seating and play areas with a combination of hard and soft landscape 

munal and public space standards are difficult to meet. 

 equate to 25sq m per 
at.  A gross floor area per balcony of 5sq m is required for houses or apartments with 

m where communal or private garden size specifications cannot be 
et. 

 
 
 
Activity – Car – APP7 
 

ar Parking – Low Car Parking Provision  

hilst proposals for development within sustainable locations that includes car parking 
provision at less than 100% are encouraged, the proposal must demonstrate the means 
by which parking will be managed across a wider area so that parking displacement 
does not occur. These management proposals should be discussed with the 

eighbouring community and Highway Authority as part of the Context Appraisal 

 be provided either on-plot or 
 rear parking courts. 

 
At den
except
● 
● 
● 
● 

es with a very low provision of parking (see above)  
  on-street visitor, customer and other short-stay parking  

g in a very small area that relates directly with a small cluster 
of accommodation.  

features, including trees.  
 
The provision of private roof gardens should be considered on all developments and 
especially where the private, com
 
Incorporating balconies into residential accommodation is encouraged and will be 
required where the private, communal space provision does not
fl
more than 1 bedroo
m

C
 
W

n
process.  
 
Car Parking – Accommodating the Car 
 
At densities of less than 50dph parking for residents should
in

sities above 50dph only the following car parking arrangements (together with the 
ions stated below) will be acceptable:  
Underground parking  
Under deck parking  
remote, multi-storey parking  
under-croft parking  

● or a combination of any of the above 
 
Exceptions to these arrangements are exclusively for:  
●  schem
●
● surface level parkin

 
Underground Parking - This can be regarded as the optimum solution as the 
arrangement allows for complete flexibility in the design of buildings and disposition of 
uses and activity at ground level. Entrance ramps to underground parking must be 
located directly off a street and should be designed to be as unobtrusive as possible. 
They should have a maximum gradient of 1 in 7 and ideally, incorporate under-slab 
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heating to avoid ice in cold weather. All underground car parks must incorporate a lift to 
a ground level entrance lobby; pedestrian access should be separate to vehicle access. 

nder-Deck Parking - Residential and other uses within these building types must take 

e a lift to a ground level entrance lobby. 

emote Multi Storey Parking - Another acceptable method of accommodating parking 

nce 

small developments of 0.1ha or less or,  
 As a small part of a larger scheme and,  

d for visitors. This should 
e limited so as not to dominate the street scene and may be better clustered in small 
roups at convenient points, 90° to the street. The maximum number of spaces in any 
roup shall be 8 with a suitable tree planted between the 4th and 5th space. 

 minimum of 5% of the total capacity of all parking areas should be designed and 
llocated for use by disabled people. 

ar Sharing - The vehicles themselves should be eco-friendly either battery/LGP 

Activit
 
Cycle 

Parking Facilities at Destinations – Within a mixed-use street it will be preferable for 
tands to be sited in small clusters along its length, on each side of the thoroughfare. 

space 
lay 

 
is Safe, Secure, Covered and Close to Home - It can share underground, 

an be located from a street entrance on 

 
U
their pedestrian access directly off the street either via individual front doors serving 
houses or via common entrance lobbies. Lobbies must link to the parking area to the 
rear. All under-deck car parks must incorporat
 
R
is in a multi-storey facility on the site.  A robust site management regime is needed for 
this to be successful. 
 
Under-Croft Parking - The provision of parking at ground level below buildings is the 
least satisfactory arrangement for compact urban developments.  The only circumsta
where under-croft parking is acceptable is:  
 
●  On 
●
● Where it is served from private space, screened from public view and,  
● Where no more than 10 under-croft car parking spaces are provided within any 

courtyard. 
 
On-Street Parking - Some on-street parking must be provide
b
g
g
 
A
a
 
C
powered to maximise sustainability; charging points will therefore need to be provided 
within vehicle storage. 
 
 
 

y – Cycling – APP8 

Parking 
 

s
Within Play Streets, stands should be incorporated into the design for 
management possibly acting as traffic calming features or sited to protect fixed p
equipment.  
 
Routes Between Destinations - Connections between home and destination should be 

s safe as practical possible. a

Parking that 
under deck or undercroft car parking areas or it c
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the ground floor of a building. In the latter case, it is good practice to position these 
e to the ground floor entrances to apartments in purpose designed 

spaces. 

Larger developments can consider the potential for more collective, managed 
rrangements such as cycle hire. 

Activity – Waste – APP9 

ycling 

mes 

te, dry recyclables and any residual waste as follows:  
1 

tion 2 + bed accommodation 

storage facilities clos

 

a
 
 
 

 
Waste Rec
 
Facilities within Ho
 
Provision should be made within each home for the separation and short term storage of 
organic was

1 bed accommoda
1 box of 10 litres capacity 
each for: 
cans 
glass 

1 box of 20 litres capacity 
each for: 
cans 
glass 

g

 box of 40 litres capacity for: 

reen waste 
1 box of 20 litres capacity for: 
paper 
1 box of 20 litres capacity for: 
re

textiles 
paper 
green waste 
1

sidual waste 
 

residual waste 
 

 
T

r. Each box should have a hinged lid and should be 

e an adverse visual impact on the public realm.  
 

should have to carry refuse to a bin store should be no 

 should be activated by electronic key fobs that enable 
lost keys to be de-activated.  

 They should have sufficient internal space to accommodate enough 360 –1100 
tre wheeled bins to serve that part of the development.  

Sufficient space should be allowed around the containers for moving and 
cleaning around them.  
●  The facility should be permanently ventilated at high and low level.  
● Where contained underground the maximum ramp gradient should not exceed 
1:12.  
●  They should contain facilities for the composting of green waste.  
 

hese facilities must be designed into the kitchen specification of each home and the 
boxes provided by the develope
designed to be carried to the communal recycling facility within the development. 
 
Communal Waste Storage - The design criteria for these installations is:  
● They should not hav
● Convenient access is required for both for users and collection vehicles. The
maximum distance that residents 
more than 30m. Storage must be within 25m of the nearest place that the collection 
vehicle can gain access.  
● Pedestrian entrance doors

●
li
● 
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Commercial Waste Recycling - Separate facilities must be provided for the storage of 
ommercial waste in containers up to 1100 litres. A variety of arrangements are possible 

 
ollection of waste by contractors. All streets must be designed and managed to allow 

collection vehicles to navigate easily along them. 

Activity – Safety, Security, Privacy and Noise – APP10 

(1) Through a comprehensive analysis of the character of the locality via a Context 
Appraisal, and 

(2) Through the application of some non-stylistic principles that will apply to all new 
development which are; 
 

• Form and Scale 
• Height and Mass 

opriateness 
• Active Frontages 

• Variety and Unity 
• Adaptability, Durability and Accessibility 
• Visual Richness 
• Materials 

New architecture should not mimic traditional building styles but provide a contemporary 
interpretation of the vernacular influences which have contributed to the character of an 
area. 
 

 is important to scale a building correctly. 

 

c
but separate storage buildings or compounds within public space will not be permitted. 
 
Access for Collection Vehicles - Adequate arrangements must be made for the
c

 
 
 
 

 
The Essex Design Guide recommends a minimum back to back distance of 25m, this 
standard is amended to 20m for compact, urban development. 
 
 
 
 
Buildings – APP11 
 
This Guidance requires high quality building design to be informed initially, by a 2 step 

process; 
 

• Visual Appr

• Vertical Hierarchy 

  
Form and Scale 
 

It
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Height and Mass 
 
New development should seek to reinforce greater height and massing of buildings 
towards the centre of towns and neighbourhoods, particularly along the primary routes 

here development tends to be more compact and there is greater concentration of 
ings. 

 exceed 10m and may need to be much 
hallower if they need to fit within an historic urban landscape. 

ctive Frontages 

 make them safe, vibrant and 
teresting.  It is recommended that building access principally occurs from the front, 

ny 
ngths of ‘blind’ walling facing public space undermines the objectives of creating safe 
nd attractive streets and must be avoided wherever possible. 

ariety and Unity 

 buildings exist on any site proposed for development, the Context and Site Appraisals 

variety of the location. 

To ensure the longevity and equity of our building stock, buildings should be robust and 
apable of being adapted to different uses or to meet the different needs of future 
ccupants. This should be achieved in the following ways:  

• Raising the ceiling heights on the ground floor spaces within town and 
neighbourhood centres (primary routes) and along transport corridors. These 
should be a minimum of 3.5m high (3m floor to ceiling) and 4m high (3.5m floor to 

 the potential for home-working, and 
• Designing the public realm to take account of the potential servicing 

Requirements of buildings that may change use in the future. 

LtH Standard 1: Parking 

It is unlikely that many homes in more compact development will have a 
place outside their entrance to park a car and to universally provide one 
would seriously harm the quality of the public realm. This aspect of the 

tandard is therefore not required to be met. Nevertheless, other 
ible ramp or a lift from 

e parking areas to the street level does ensure that mobility 

w
commercial and civic build
 
Plan depths should therefore generally not
s
 
A
 
Channel as much human activity on to the street to
in
urban and neighbourhood centres ground floor spaces contains active uses and a
le
a
 
V
 
If
should establish the value of both the fabric and the uses in contributing to the desirable 
economic and social 
 
Adaptability, Durability and Accessibility 
 

c
o
 

ceiling) for space on street corners. 
• Constructing homes to the Lifetime Homes Standard, and 
• Developing

 
All new development in Essex should be built to meet these standards, with two 
exceptions.  
 

 

S
requirements within this supplement to provide either an access
th
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needs are partly met in alternative wa
 
LtH Standard 4: External Entrances  
 

ys. 

he standard to provide a covered entrance to every home would place an 
unreasonable design constraint upon higher density development. This aspect of the 
Standard is therefore not required to be met. 

isual Richness 
 
At entrances and ground level close attention to detail is important to ensure the urban 
fabric contains visual richness.   
 
A building may also be visible from some distance away and from these viewing points it 
is important that the building rewards the attention of the observer with a richness of 
form or detail appropriate to its use.   
 
Materials 
 
The choice of materials in either the construction or cladding of buildings should be a 
direct response to the need to either complement or contrast with the surroundings. This 
will primarily be informed by the Context Appraisal.  
 
Materials will generally be from the Essex vernacular palette.   
 
 
 
Influences upon Sustainability – Spatial Criteria – APP12 
 
 
Urban Centres  
 
The greatest concentration of development potential should be located within 800m of 
the centre of urban centres. 
 
Within Urban Centres only the following Development Types shall apply; 
 

• Compact Development 
• Robust Urban Form 
• Small Infill 

 
Neighbourhoods 
 
A neighbourhood unit can be considered to be around 50 hectares within an area 
scribed by a circle of 400m radius which represents a 5 minute, comfortable walking 
distance for most able-bodied people. It should ideally contain a compact and varied 
housing stock, a variety of greenspace from parks to small squares, shops, health and 
learning facilities and sufficient choice of employment to satisfy many needs. 
 
Within Neighbourhoods, only the following Development Types 
shall apply: 

T

V
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Compact Development 
Robust Urban Form 

egeneration Areas  

Small Infill 

Small Urban Infill 

es 
and schools and compact residential community.   

It is essential for a large urban infill site to be capable of being adequately connected to 

ithin these situations, only the following Development Type shall apply: 

Sustainable Urban Extensions 
 
Sustainable urban extensions should be located and designed so that they naturally 
extend the spatial grid and develop into destinations where service providers and 
businesses wish to locate. 

Sites Beyond These Locations 

 

Small Infill  
 
R
 
Within Regeneration Areas, only the following Development Types 
shall apply: 
 
Compact Development 
Robust Urban Form 

 

 
Within these situations, only the following Development Type shall apply: 
Small Infill 
 
Large Urban Infill 
 
Large Urban Infill – Is at least 50ha in size and capable of being developed as 
sustainable urban infill containing a mixed-use centre, space for employment, servic

 

its surroundings via a network of streets, footpaths, cycleways and green links and that 
the centre be well-served by public transport.  
 
W
Sustainable Urban Extension 
 

 

 
It is important not to seek high density development on land that is poorly connected to 
other places by public transport. 
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Densities for Sustainable Development –  

he guidance requires a range of minimum development densities that are applicable to 

 reducing, minimum density elsewhere. 

s  

ity of 75dph.   

hese schemes make the most of their central location by being very compact whilst 
lso offering a high quality environment. They should be 
ixed-use and as a minimum, half the ground floor frontage onto main streets 
onnectors to adjacent neighbourhoods) must be non-residential. 
he mix and proportion of uses will be determined by the Context Appraisal. 

Buildings and space must be designed to be flexible (how else can they be made 
exible) and as a minimum, the ground floor ceiling height of every building shall be 

3.0m or 3.5m if fronting a main street. The potential for home-working must be 
onsidered with reference to the advice contained within the advice note found on the 
DI website. The public realm must also be robust, enabling it to accommodate a variety 
f known, existing and unknown, future demands. 

 
ll development must achieve an Eco Home/BREEAM Very Good - Excellent 

sustainability rating. 
 
Car parking will be underground, under-deck, under-croft or remote, multi- storey with 
some short-stay, on-street spaces for visitors and customers. Provision shall be at a 
maximum of 100% for residential and 1 space/75m

2 
for commercial. 

 
Robust Urban Form 
 
Minimum density of 60dph, or higher if compatible with the surroundings of the site. 
 
Requirements for flexible buildings, space and sustainability rating as Most 
Compact type.  
 
 
Sustainable Urban Extension  
 
Minimum average density across area 65 dwellings per hectare with the highest density 
at the centre of the extension.  These schemes must contribute substantially to the 
employment needs of the town.  They must be largely self sufficient for all primary 
services.   
 
Car parking will be arranged to be compatible with the prevailing density of each part of 
the extension.  Multi storey car parking arrangements are particularly suitable at this 
scale of development.  Projects must include power generation infrastructure to meet 

 
T
the different sustainable Development Types. The most compact development is 
required in the most sustainable locations with a
 
Development Densitie
 
Compact Development 
 
Minimum dens
 
T
a
m
(c
T

fl

c
E
o

A
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100% of the needs of the development.  All development must achieve an Eco Home / 
REEAM Very Good – Excellent sustainability rating.  

 
Small Infill 

aximum site area 0.1ha 

ensity to be compatible with surroundings. 

Context App
 
Mix of use a
floor frontage o
 
Requirements for flexible buildings, space and sustainability rating as Compact type. 
 
 
None of the above 
 
Maximum density 50dph 
 
All development must achieve an Eco Home/BREEAM Very Good - Excellent 
sustainability rating. 
 
Refer to Essex Design Guide 2005 for further guidance. 
 
 
 
 
Influences upon Sustainability – Buildings and Site Criteria – APP13 
 
Sustainable Construction 
 
Sustainable construction methods must be used to provide us with attractive high 
performance buildings while minimising the use of energy and materials, and causing 
less pollution and waste. 
 
Materials 
 
Preference should be given to recycled materials and using those that have been locally 
manufactured. 
 
Modular Building 
 
Modular, portable and system built structures need to exhibit references to aesthetic 
cues of their surrounding urban context, i.e. materials, colour, form, texture, scale and 
urban composition. 
 
Measuring the Environmental Sustainability of Development 
 

B

 
M
 
D
 

raisal not required. 

nd f 50% ground car parking informed by the surroundings, but a minimum o
n a main street must be non-residential. 
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In the pe , all in 
Essex must onmental 

ssessment

a  
sco
 

riod 2007 – 2012 new developments seeking planning permission with
 achieve a Very Good rating under the EcoHomes method of envir
 or the appropriate BREEAM methodology. From January 2012 onwards, all a

developments are required to achieve an Excellent rating. 
 
W ter and Waste management are priorities within Essex and the highest possible 

res must be achieved in these categories. 
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Passiv
 
The de olar gain as part of the energy management of 

 should be airtight and natural air movement achieved by passive stack 
ventilation (PSV). The design and location of the ‘passivents’ should be considered with 
are, especially their likely impact upon the skyline.  

here full air conditioning is unavoidable, opening windows should be provided so that 
in f , th rt to a natural ventilation strategy.  
 
Efficient L
 
Legislation within part L1A and L1B (domestic) of the Building Regulations 2006 states 
tha  
frequen res 
squ
exter
150 wa
enough
that ca
 
Renew
 
All developments above a threshold of 1000sq m or 10 dwellings (this needs discussing) 
mu i
prov e
 
Combi
 

ll dev
nco o
both T
used e
generation measures. 
 
Des n
 
All buil
capacit
 
All d v
water c

pplica ment that demonstrates how 
is

 
Sustai
All dev
excess
Sustainable Urban Drainage System. 

e energy savings and natural ventilation  

sign of buildings should utilise s
the development 
 
Building fabric

c
 
W

uture ere is the option to conve

ighting 

t it would be reasonable to install fixed energy efficient light fittings in the most 
ted locations in the dwellings to a number not less than on per 25 met

ared area (excluding garages) and one per four fixed light fittings.  In relation to 
nal lighting, the legislation suggests either that external lighting should not exceed 

tts per light fitting and the lighting should automatically switch off when there is 
 daylight and when it is not required at night or the light fittings only have sockets 

n be used by lamps having an efficacy greater than 40 lumens per circuit watt. 

able Energy Sources 

st ncorporate infrastructure for renewable heat and power generation so as to 
id  at least 10% of their predicted energy requirements.  

ned Heat and Power Plants and Ground Source Heat Pumps 

elopment sites (or combination of adjacent development sites) over 50ha shall A
i rp rate either a Combined Heat and Power plant or Ground Source Heat Pumps, or 

. hese must be designed to supply 100% of the needs of the development when 
ither exclusively or in combination with other on-site, largely carbon neutral power 

ig ing to Conserve Water 

dings must incorporate a rainwater harvesting and storage system of adequate 
y either individually or communally as part of a larger development. 

e elopment is required to achieve a maximum BRE Eco-home/ BREEAM score for 
onservation. A water conservation strategy must be submitted with any planning 
tion for 1 house or more or any commercial developa

th  standard is to be reached. 

nable Urban Drainage System 
elopment, except very small schemes on sites of less than 0.1ha, shall manage 
 rainwater so that it is retained either on-site or within the immediate area via a 
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y and bio-diversity  

 developments in Essex will therefore be expected to enhance existing bio-
y and create new habitats. 

 
G en p lic space  

velopment must include measures to encourage bio-diversity by creating 
itats, and a rich diversity of trees and planting throughout the built 
t. 
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Appendix 4  - UPS Appraising Plans Policy 
– Justification for the Measurements 
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Appendix 4 - Appraising Plans Policy – Justifications of 
Measurements outlined in the Urban Place Supplement 

 
 Appraising Plans Policy (APP) 1 

 
• “The Urban Design Compendium English Partnerships Government body 2000” 

on page 48 illustrates a table were average densities are listed allowing different 
dwellings per hectare to be listed. The document called ‘Sustainable Residential 
Quality, exploring the housing potential of large sites Llewelyn-davies on behalf 
of the government 2005’ research applies case study scenarios that allowed the 
formulation of the minimum area of 0.1 ha – 50 ha. These documents were also 
used on the formulation of dwellings per hectare.  

 
Spatia
 

• ‘The Urban Design Compendium’ states people should be able to walk in 2-3 
 meters) to the post box or telephone box: the newsagents should 

be within 5 minutes (400 meters). There should be local shops, the bus stop, the 

 
Influen

Urban Grain 

 
 
Public

 
tes microclimate-affecting temperature, sunlight and wind movement. 

Careful landscape design can considerably enhance comfort on exposed sites 

esign 

 
 
Public
 

• Percent for Art Scheme making public art part of your development (Essex 

Urban Context –

l Context 

minutes (250

health centre and perhaps a primary school within a walking distance of 15 
minutes (800 meters). 

ces upon Quality – APP3 
 

 
• Taken from the ‘Essex Design Guide, For Mixed Use and Residential Areas’ 

(EPOA 1997) page 124. As a minimum, the main streets should be connected to 
their hinterland by side streets that occur every 90m. More frequent connections 
are often desirable and should be accommodated if at all possible.  

 Space – APP4 
 
Quality of Public Space 
 
 
Microclimate –  

• Design crea

and aid passive solar design of buildings by the use of deciduous tress and 
providing shelter from uncomfortable cold draughts. Ref the Urban D
Compendium.  

 Art 

County Council 2005) states. In every development on sites over 0.1ha the 
inclusion of artists and artworks will be required and as a guide it is 
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recommended that1% of the total development cost (including fees but excluding 
the cost of borrowing) is allocated for art.  The 1% needs to have certain 
thresholds either by ha or units. 
 Types – APP5 Street

 
Street Types  
Mixed –Use Streets  
 
This Supplement introduces two new street types for Essex. 

(3) The Mixed-Use Street – 
Allows for parking, servicing and landscaping for those places at the heart of 
a neighbourhood or a large development where residential, commercial and 
service uses interface.  
 

• Essex Design Guide, For Mixed Use and Residential Areas’ (EPOA 1997) states 
vehicles larger than 7.5t will require access by road side or loop road system. 

• Taken from access in the Essex design Guide. This street type links 
neighbourhoods in urban areas where commercial or retail use may be mixed 
with residential and where access may be required for service vehicles over 7.5t 

is road type may also serve as a bus route. They are 
designed to be the major street within any 

• The Essex Design Guide states direct frontage access is allowed to rear parking 
m (x) x 1.5m (y) 

sight splays are required at pedestrian egresses and 2.0m (x) x 20m (y) sight 
splays where the egress meets the carriageway. 
ADD a sentence about who is to use the on street parking. Restrictions etc 

 
• The Essex Design Guide states a carriageway at least 6.5m in width with two 

footways at least 2.0m in width is required. The street can widen if required etc, 
minimum distance quoted. REF Places Streets and Movement 

 
• Designing living streets states (Charity organisation that works on behalf of the 

ODPM and Department of transport 2004) Highways (Road Humps) regulations 
1999 and the highways (traffic calming) regulations 1999 have given local 
authorities powers to impose 20 mph speed limits. The police usually insist that 
20 mph limits must be self-enforcing. 

• The department of transport has also pointed out that ‘road humps, speed tables 
and build-outs, carriageways narrowing and chicanes remain the most effective 
method of reducing vehicle speeds in urban areas. 

 

to load and unload. Th

urban or neighbourhood centre but can also be used where a development is 
intended to attract a variety of uses that require more spacious servicing and 
access arrangements. 
 

areas, but egress on to the road must be in forward gear only. 1.5

 
• Taken from Essex design Guide. This road type may take access from an 

existing county road, either Type 1 or Type 2. Junctions require a minimum kerb 
radius of 10.5m. The minimum length of Mixed-Use Street from the junction 
required to be straight is 22m from the channel of the main road. Sight lines at 
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junctions need to have an X distance of 2.4m (this is disputed by Hilary Gore and 

sign speed of 30mph: Y distance required is 90m  
y 

m.  

the main traffic routes within the spatial system 

s by 

flows of no more than about 100 vehicles in the 
afternoon peak hour. 

• The design should make motorists feel that they are a guest in the street, and 
must make it difficult for them to travel at speeds greater then 10 mph. this can 

 

ld be 

ould be measured from any point within the home zone to 
the nearest point on a conventional street. 

as’ 

• Houses could have very small private gardens or yards.  At densities above 50 
dwellings per hectare a garden size of about 40 square metres for a limited 
number of houses is possible.  Small, walled outside yards of around 25 square 
metres or private gardens larger than 40 square metres that make use of 
awkward site shapes.   

• Essex Design Guide 2005 states that in such cases this will be to the standard 
for flats, i.e. 25 sqm per dwelling minimum. 

• The Essex Design Guide also states that planning condition will be imposed that 
the garden is to remain communal in perpetuity. 

• Essex Design Guide states when residents have immediate access to the 
communal space for children’s play and sitting out. In such cases a private 
garden may not be required. 

• Balconies may provide outdoor amenity space and count towards the total 
garden provision for the flats. Balcony size being 5sqm. 

 
Activity – Car – APP7 

team) and a Y distance as follows:  
Type 1:  with a de
Type 2:  with a design speed of 30mph: Y distance required is 60m (again Hilar
Gore says 70m)  Other streets with a design speed of 20mph: Y distance is 20

 
(4) The Play Street – 

Introduces the possibility of creating very safe and neighbourly spaces that 
are a step or two away from 
and where homes are the principal land use.  
 

• The Essex Design Guide states vehicles larger than 7.5t  will require acces
road side or loop road system. 

• Institute of highway incorporated engineers Home Zone Design (high Guidance) 
Guidelines states to maintain visibility, a stopping sight distance of 12m should 
be applied. 

• Streets should have traffic 

be done through physical means such as alignment, public art, play equipment,
cycle stands etc. 

• In such layouts, standards in the Netherlands suggest that the track shou
widened to 4.5m wide at least every 40m to enable two vehicles to pass. 

• Vehicles should not have to travel more than about 400m along home zone 
streets. this distance sh

 
Private Space – APP6 
 
Taken from the current ‘Essex Design Guide, For Mixed Use and Residential Are

POA 1997)  guide p. 76 (E
• Houses can be provided without private gardens but with direct access to private 

communal space from the rear. 
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Car Parking – Low Car Parking Provision  
 

• The urban design compendium states a development will try to keep parking 
levels (especially off-street) down to no more than a 100% ratio- that is one 
space per dwelling, with visitor parking accommodated on street.  

 
Underground Parking –  
 

• Metric handbook on planning and design data ( Architectural press 
professionalism publication) gives list of different types of gradient that should be used 
in parking standards the one identified in the UPS is the minimum standard. 

 
• A DDA regulation requires a minimum of 5% of the total capacity of all parking 

areas should be designed and allocated for use by disabled people. 
 
 
 
 
Activity – Cycling – APP8 
 
Cycle Parking 
 
 
Activity – Waste – APP9 
 
PPS 10 planning for sustainable waste management. 
 

• Communal Waste Storage – (Essex County Council Waste department) 
● BS Regs Approved Document H states that householders should not usually 
have to carry refuse further than 30m. 
the list below identifies the list of regulations on waste. The figures on capacity and 
location where taken from these regulations. 
BS 1703: Specification for refuse chutes and hoppers  
BS 5906: Code of practice for storage and on-site treatment of solid waste from buildings 
BS EN 13592: Plastic sacks for household waste collection. Types, requirements and 
test methods  
BS EN 13593 Packaging. Paper sacks for household waste collection. Types, 
requirements and test methods  
BSI PAS 100: specification for composted materials - relevant if you are having on site 
compost facilities 
BS EN840: relates to mobile waste containers 
 
 UK legislation the most relevant is the Household Recycling Act 2003 
 
Activity – Safety, Security, Privacy and Noise – APP10 
 

• The Essex Design Guide recommends a minimum of 25m between back of 
houses which be reduced by orientation and by design the UPS recommends 
20m. Identified page 76. 
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Buildings – APP11 
 
 
Height and Mass 
Urban design compendium pages 95-95 
• Urban Design Compendium states building depth has a optimum planed depth 

critical Plan depths should therefore generally not exceed 10m and may need to 
be much shallower if they need to fit within an historic urban landscape and 
provides to all rooms natural light.  

 
Active Frontages 
 

• The Urban Design Compendium mentions creating ‘active’ frontages. To add 
interest, life and vitality to the public realm, this means .frequent doors and 
windows, with few blank walls. 

 
Variety and Unity  
 

• Urban Design Compendium has reference to mixed-use buildings. If buildings 
exist on any site proposed for development, the Context and Site Appraisals 
should establish the value of both the fabric and the uses in contributing to the 
desirable economic and social variety of the location. 

 
Adaptability, Durability and Accessibility 
 

• The Urban Design Compendium and ‘Essex Design Guide, For Mixed Use and 
Residential Areas’ (EPOA 1997)  refers to the fact skylines created by roofing 
and building heights adds in visual interest. With the difference in height this 
allows for hierarchy in uses on the lower floors and gives main focus to the 
corner of developments raising the ceiling heights on the ground floor spaces 
within town and neighbourhood centres (primary routes) and along transport 
corridors. These should be a minimum of 3.5m high (3m floor to ceiling) and 4m 
high (3.5m floor to ceiling) for space on street corners. 

 
Influences upon Sustainability – Spatial Criteria – APP12 
 
Urban Centres 
 
Neighbourhoods 
 

• The Urban Design Compendium states p.40 mixed use development can be best 
promoted by using the distance most people will walk to daily facilities. The 
neighbourhood unit can provide a useful organising device- but only when it is 
overlaid on an integrated movement framework and conceived as a piece of town 
or city whose activities and forms overlap. A widely used benchmark is for mixed 
development neighbourhoods to cover a 400m radius, equating to about five 
minutes walk this translates to 50 hectares.  

 
• The Urban Design Compendium on page 48 illustrates a table were average 

densities are displayed allowing different dwellings per hectare. The document 
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called ‘Sustainable Residential Quality, exploring the housing potential of large 
sites Llewelyn-davies on behalf of the government 2005’ research applies case 
study scenarios that allowed the formulation of the minimum area of 0.1 ha – 50 
ha. These documents were also used on the formulation of dwellings per hectare. 

• The above paragraph is relevant to all the hectare size allocations and dwellings 
per hectare for small urban infill, large urban infill, sustainable urban extension, 
most compact development and robust urban form. 

 
Influences upon Sustainability – Buildings and Site Criteria – APP12 
 

• Legislation within part L1A and L1B (domestic) of the Building Regulations 
2006 states that it would be reasonable to install fixed energy efficient light 
fittings in the most frequented locations in the dwellings to a number not less than 
on per 25 metres squared area (excluding garages) and one per four fixed light 
fittings.  In relation to external lighting, the legislation suggests either that 
external lighting should not exceed 150 watts per light fitting and the lighting 
should automatically switch off when there is enough daylight and when it is not 
required at night or the light fittings only have sockets that can be used by lamps 
having an efficacy greater than 40 lumens per circuit watt. 

 
Renewable Energy Sources 
 

• PPS 22 Planning for Renewable energy a companion guide states on page 47. 
All developments above a threshold of 1000sq m or 10 dwellings (this needs 
discussing) must incorporate infrastructure for renewable heat and power 
generation so as to provide at least 10% of their predicted energy requirements.  

 
Combined Heat and Power Plants and Ground Source Heat Pumps 
 

• PPS 22 Planning for Renewable energy a companion guide states on page 75. 
 
Designing to Conserve Water 
 
Sustainable Urban Drainage System 

• Sites can also be linked to the recycling of grey water run-offs from roofs and 
other hard surfaces for different applications stated by the urban design 
compendium less then 0.1 ha need not adopted such a system due to costing 
being high and the recycling facilities would require lots of space which would 
undermine development. 

 
 
 
Documents Used 
 
‘Sustainable Residential Quality Exploring the Housing Potential of Large Sites Llewelyn- 
Davies 2000 on behalf of government’ 
The document study extends the application of the Sustainable residential quality 
approach, developed initially in relation to small town centre sites, to large sites across 
London. The main focus of the document is establishing a strategic context for exploring 
the housing potential of larger sites meaning the housing capacity. 
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‘Urban Design Compendium Llewelyn-Davies on behalf of English Partnerships 
Government body 2000’ 
This document examines the factors that make neighbourhoods stimulating and active 
places in which residents and tenants feel comfortable and safe also to look beyond 
immediate issues of housing standards, amenity and location and to take a broader view 
of how new homes will fit within the surrounding community and the wider urban setting 
giving scenarios and Key Urban Design Data on parking standards, housing layout, solar 
gain, mixing uses and perimeter blocks. 
 
‘Essex Design Guide 2005 For Mixed Use and Residential Areas’ (EPOA 1997) 
The guide aims to create places of quality and identity which respond to their Essex 
context. The pressure to accommodate the project number of households in Essex 
seems no less now than it did when the original Design Guide for residential and mixed 
use areas was produced. Though the aim is to renew and reinforce the aim of the earlier 
guide to steer new development in a way that underpins the environmental sustainability 
of the settlement pattern in Essex.  
 
 
‘Designing Living Streets 2004 Charity organisation founded by ODPM and Department 
of Transport.’  
Living streets is a charity which champions streets and public spaces for people on foot. 
They work on projects to create safe, vibrant and healthy streets for all. By finding 
examples of good and bad practice that allows this document to identify key note 
methods and implantation that allows the pedestrian greater movement. this document is 
non technical it avoids figures. 
 
 
‘Home Zone Design Guidelines Institute of Highway Incorporated Engineers 2002’ 
this guide is the first comprehensive document to draw together good practice taken 
from nine UK pilot schemes that produces a technical summary of layout design and 
how the home zone work within the planning system. 
 
‘Arts Scheme making public art part of your development guidance for developers Essex 
County Council 2004’ 
The document was produced to assist and encourage developers to participate in 
‘percent for art scheme’ by making public art part of your development.  
 
 
TUPlanning Policy Statement 22: Renewable Energy UT 
PPS22 sets out the Government's policies for renewable energy, which planning 
authorities should have regard to when preparing local development documents and 
when taking planning decisions. Published August 2004 
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