


Essex Police
The investment will be focused on: 

• Maintaining police officer and PCSO strength,

Essex County Fire & Rescue Service
The investment will be focused on:

Since 2016, we have grown Essex Police by 905 police officers. This
has led to a 72% reduction in anti-social behaviour (ASB) and we
have halved homicide and burglary since I first took office.

This year has been the most challenging budget round I have yet 
experienced. The proposed Government policing settlement fell short, 
and we fought for and secured an additional £2.3m in national funding. 
While this has gone some way to bridge Essex Police’s £5.3m budget 
shortfall, we have had to make the tough decision to reduce police staff, 
police officer allowances and halt all non-essential building and 
technology projects.

Although we have made over £8m in efficiency savings in Essex Police, 
the shortfall in funding has meant an increase in the Essex Police Precept 
by 5.7% equivalent to £13.95 a year (27p a week) for a band D property. 
This will allow us to maintain officer and PCSO strength, to continue 
getting crime down and creating more visible neighbourhood policing.

Essex County Fire and Rescue Service is continuing to grow the 
prevention and protection activity it carries out, including the number of 
home safety checks for vulnerable people.

Tough choices have also been made for the Essex County Fire and 
Rescue Service precept following the loss of the Services Grant and 
Funding Guarantee for 2025/26. 

For the Essex County Fire and Rescue Service, 
the precept will increase by 6% , equivalent to 

£4.95 a year (9p a week) for a band D property. 

We are committed to delivering the safe and 
secure communities which are the bedrock for 
economic growth.

You can read more about how the investment will 
help make our communities safer by preventing 
crime, supporting victims and protecting the 
vulnerable at www.essex.pfcc.police.uk.

Roger Hirst – Your Police, Fire and Crime 
Commissioner

keeping Essex Police the strongest it has ever
been

• Fighting back against crime, reducing it from its
peak by 40%

• Increasing neighbourhood policing, creating an
even more visible policing presence on the
streets of Essex

• Policing in known hotspots to solve problems
causing crime and anti social behaviour

• Delivering the Community Risk Management Plan in 
line with the PFCC Fire and Rescue Plan Priorities 
2024/2028

• Increasing the amount of prevention and protection 
activity, specifically home safety checks to the most 
vulnerable

• Partnership activities such as the Community 
Wellbeing Officers scheme

• Embedding the investment made in fire protection to 
ensure it has sufficient resources to support business 
and take proportionate interventions or enforcement 
action where required

• Technology to improve the efficiency of resources 
deployed across the county


